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| \ ere are divers: les and ime 
pediments which hinder 
poor Chriſtians from co- 


to. reduce to theſe following Heads, 
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of Chriſt at all , which are bricf) 4. 
theſe; EEE th then 


Lers which x, Blind careleſsyeſs or preſumſſtth | 
hinder men ptyous Security 3" whereby men conÞept | 


from com- 


ing to 


 Ekrift, 


 lookedafter, - 


tent themſelves with: their preſeſſelp | 
condition ; preſuiming alt is welt atten 


them, when thrre.is no ſuch matþour 
ww. XU SIA LE vac le © 

2. Being convinced of this , the here 
bethink how to ſave themſelves bot hi 
their own ſtrength , and thereupoſtere 
ſer upon a reformation of-life, thinkÞ! th 
ing to make God amends by refa at. lal 
ming ſome fins which they heaſfferc« 
themſclves reproved of by the nd 
ſters, -"Y'. B 
3: The ſmner being convinced dof Þ 
his utter inability to pleaſe God if dep" 
himſelf, at length gets up a flajeter! 
higher , and ſees all. his performanjaV 
ces, and prayers, and duties to bet that 
No power in themſelves, but that i read 
muſt leave all, and'cleave onely unt the 
Chriſt by faith ; and this he thinks bd 01 
can do well enough , and ſo truff *"®! 
himfelf upon Chriſt, thinking all ("© 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


. If he ſees this fails him too, 
Ven he goes yet further, and conſe: 
ſeth he cannot come to Chriſt , 
ept Chriſt give him his hand , "od 
help him up; therefore 'now he will 
Sttend upon the Ordinances, and la- 
tbour and beſtir himſelf hard in the 

ſe of all good means, gas 
_— to hammer out at laſt a fait 

f his own to make him happy. or 
here he reſts, hanging as it were up- 
n the outfide of the Ark fo long till 
tt laſt the waves and winds gows 
[ecrce and violent , he is beaten © 

land ſo finks for cver. ' 

Befides theſe, there are other kinds 
| I's hinderances which do not indeed - 
deprive a man of title and intereſt to 
Jeternal - happineſs, but make the 

{way tedious and uncomfortable , fo 

Jthat he cannot come. to Chriſt. ſo 
L Ireadily as he defires and longs to do 
the Gonnd whereof is this '2> When 
JI men', out of carnal reaſon, contrive 
another way to come | unto Chriſt 
M1 the ever. he ordained or revealed ; 
1 when we ſes up our ſtandards by Gods 
ded, or our threſholds by bis, 
A23 Ezek, 
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hinder men p(ycus Security z whereby. men conſÞePt | 
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2. Being convinced of this , theſthere 
bethink how to ſave themſelves bf hi 
their own ſtrength , and thereupoſerc 
ſer upon a reformation of-life, thinkÞN tl 


. ing tomake God amends by refa' at. Jai 
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——— reproved of by the ar 
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- 3: The ſmner being convinced ( of | 
his utter inability to pleaſe Godijd<P! 
himſelf, at ITength gets up ,a flaiþe*<"" 
higher , and ſees all his performanj%2? 
ces, and prayers, and duties to be oat 
No power in themſelves, but that Ig*<* 
muſt leave all, and'cleave onely unt the 
Chriſtby faith , and this he thinks by "*" 
can do well enough , and ſo trulf*"* 
himfelf upon Chriſt, thinking all th the 
-work is then done, and no moretob wh 
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I 24. If he fees this fails him too, 
then he goes yet further, and conſfeſ- 
th he cannot come to Chriſt , ex- 
Fept Chriſt give him his hand, and 
Help him up ; therefore now he will 
EÞttend upon the Ordinances, and la- 
xÞour and beftir himſelf hard in the 
ſe of all good means, gr. 
hereby to hammer out at laſt a fait 
yof his own to make him happy. And 
oficre he reſts, hanging as it were up- 
n the outfide of the Ark fo long till 
xÞt laſt the waves and winds growin 
aJfrerce and violent , he is beaten oft, 
and ſo finks for ever. ' | 
4 Beſides theſe, there are other kinds 


deprive a man of title and intereſt to 
acternal - happineſs , but make the 
way tedious and uncomfortable , ſo 
that he cannot come to Chrift. (o 
readily as he defires and longs to do 
ofthe ground whereof is this '2> When 
4 men', out of carnal reaſon, contrive 
gf another way to come unto Chriſt 
{the ever. he ordained or revealed ; 
& when we ſet up our ftandards by Gods 
I ftandard , or our threſholds by bis, 


gof hinderances which do not indeed - 
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Thort of him :. For thus we put ru 

and make bars in our way : we 

nacie our hands, and fetter our fe 

and then fay , that we cannot tak 

nor £0 : Thus it is with you p 

Cheiftians, and the fau!t is your own 

Three But, amongſt many , there be thr 
rumen Hinderances which are chiefly to 

o hich keep obſerved , by which many gracio 

men from hearts are inarvelloutly. indere 

Cixit, from coming to, and from receiv! 

: that comfort from Chriſt which the 
 might,and hc 1: willing to imparty 

__torhem, or ente of 

'# Firſt, the diſtreſſed ſoul, bei 

_ » (haply) truly humbled, takes notic 

of the beauty of holineſs , and th} Fo 

Image of God ftamp'd upon tix 

ww of his children, and of a 

thoſe precious promiſes which God 

hath made toall that are his ; noy 

the ſoul ſeeing theſe begins thufto 

reaſon with it (elf, and faith , Sure 

ly.if 1 were ſo holyand (ſo gar 

Enct 
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ithen I might have hope to receive 
the pardon'of my fins ; or were my 
heart ſo enlarged to duties, and could 
iImy heart be ſo carried with power 
againſt my corruptions, to maſter 
them, then there were ſome hope : 
But when I have no power againſt 
ſin , nor any heart to (eek fo impor- 
tunately for a Chriſt , how dare I 
mi think that any mzrcy belongs to me, 
{ having ſo many wants ? Thus they 
dare not come to the promiſe ; and 
they will not venture upon it, becauſe 
they have not the enlargement to du- 
ties, and that power againſt corruption 
which ſometimes the Saints of God 
x} have. | | 
' But we muſt know, this doth not 
hinder ; and that we make that a 
hinderance, which, in. truth, is none. 
For (obſerve it ) we muſt not think. 
to bring our enlargements and hope. 
to the promiſe , but go to the pro= 
miſe for them : Hope muſt be ſtir- 
red, and Defire quickned, and Love 


venant , .T hat a man muſt . have ſo 
A's _ _ *" me: 


and Joy kindled by the promiſe. Bur - 
who made this condition of the Co-- | 


Py INT 


6 


_ —_— —  ——__— 


much of enlargement, before he cai 
come to the promiſe ? Our Saviowl 
| being our husband, requires no por 
tion with us,nor ever look'd after an} 
All that he looks for, is, meer pover 
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E thou haſt nd 


ty and emptineſs, 


nothing, provided that thou wilt hay; 
him. Therefore it is thus written 


poor he ſatisfies , 


thing , yet he will have thee with thy 


that there ts nothing required on ou 
fide, but to receive him as a Husband } 


| The rich he ſends empty away ; but tl 


and the thirſt; 
he retrethes. with good ; and fo, ay 


| 


For, Buy without money, is the Text 
power or ſufficiency from you, 


ment to duties : If you will be con- 


him. 


# do- not preſume 


Fou muſt not come and think to buy| 
a Husband : the Lord looks for i 
Ol} 


Re. 


your ſelves z nor of your ſelves any; 
power againſt corruption, or enlarge-| 


tent that Chriſt ſhall take all from} 
you, and diſpoſe of you and all; then,j 
take a Saviour , and then you havef 


But the poor ſoul faith, If T zo 2h 
Hoodrwimk'd., how fhall I know that | 
aud bow fhall Th. 


hnow | 


Sn en , —_ _- 
drawn unto Ehrift, 
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% 


ay know that IT have a true title to the 
Ea 0 ri 
I anſwer : There is no better argu= 
ment in the world to : prove” that 
thou haſt an intereſt in Ghrift., then 
_ this, which is thy taking of the Lord 
{ Chrift as a Saviour wholly; and as an 
y, Husband-onely,'Fobz 1, 12. As many 
if as received him, . to them be [gave 
| power to be the Sons .of God, even to 
Iv them tbat believe on bis Name, He 
: doth not ſay, To as many as had ſuch 
| enlargement to duties, and ſuch pow- 
; er againſt corruption ; but if thou 
wilt take Chriſt upon thcfe terms 
which be offers himſelf, there is no 
better argument under heaven then 
that, to prove that thou haſt a title 


7: to the promiſe. Indeed, there 1s a de- 


ſperate deſpair that often ſeizeth upon 

the hearts of diſtreſſed finners, _ 
Therefore, in the ſecond place, as 

the ſinner looks oo the excellency 


of Chriſt, and of grace, and upon 


+} his own inſufficiency withal , which 
, makes him that he will not , venture 
upon the promiſe ; ſo he looks too 


altogether upon his own finfulneſs 


A5 and 
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and worthineſs , and therefore | 
dare not venture upon it; he views | 
the number of his fins ſo many and | 
vile, and the countenance of them fo 
long, and durable ; and he ſeeth the} 
floods of abominations coming in fo } 

amain upon his ſoul, and Satan to | 
boot, ( who helps him forward in all fp 
this,) therefore he dares not: make F he 

out unto Chriſt, But this is the poli- | - £10 
cy of the Devil, who (if he can) will} fic 
make a man to ſee fin thorow his} 0 
own Speftacles, or not to ſee it at} th 
af, and then to ay » There is mercy} bi 
enough I in a Saviour , and therefore} 
I- may live as I liſt. . But when the} 
{inner wiil needs ſee his fin, then het 
will let him ſee nothing but fin . and! I 
this, tothe end that he may deſpair| tl 
for ever. tl 


t 


Now-here the poor finner is at al © 
ftand, and can go no further ; for telly © 
him of the mercy of Gad, and of the} 
plenteous redemption in Chriſt, andF d 
of the riches of the freeneſs of Gods} © f 
grace : What (faith he) ſhould 1 thinkk © 
that there is any mercy for me, and} { 
that 1 have any incereſt .in Chriſt? 2 


that. | 
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| that were ſtrange. And thus the ſoul 
7 is always poring , and always too 
| much faſtned and ſerled upon his 


d 

o | corruption , ever ftirring the fore, 
f without ever going to the Phyfitian. 
0 
d 
l 


| Where»note , that'a man is as well 
| kept from looking to Chriſt.-by de. 

} ſpair, as by preſumption.. Before 
eF he fees his fin, he thinks his condi-- 
<} tion is good, and that he hath a ſuf- 
13 ficiency of his own, and needs not go 
$: to Chriſt, and when he fees his fin, 
tf then he beholds ſo much vileneſs in 
y; himſelt, andin it, thathe dares not 
e/ goto Chriſt, leſt when he comes be= 

ore him , he ſend him dou nto that 
ever=burning lake of fire and brim» 
1 ſtone. Herein the Devil is very ſub- 
- tile; but this doth not hinder our 

- title to Chriſt, neither ought it to diſs bu 
courage us from laying hold on falva- — *%.: 
—_ &.. 

For firſt, ( obſerve it,) For whom - þ 
| did Chriſt come into the world, and 

- for whom did he die when he was 
| come? Was it for the righteous 9” 
ſuch nzeded him not : It was forthe. 
poor ſinner that Judges himGlf , that 


CONs- 


' In 4 A 
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| Pened for ſm, and for uncleanneſs ; 


himfclf doth thequite contrary, Tay, | 


condemns himſelf, and that he can- ! 
not ſave. himſelf, Paul ſaith , Chriſt | 
Feſus came into the World to ſave fin- 
ners, of whoms T am the chief : and 
Leeh. 13.1, There is a fountain 0- 
Go! 
that is, for all ſorts of fin*, and kind ? and 


of ſinners : be their iniquities never | cou 


ſo great, and never ſo vile, there is | Na! 
a Fountain ſet open for them; come | ren 
who will. There was never any ſaved | thei 
that was not a Rebel firſt, nor any} / 
received to mercy, that firſt oppoſed | the 
not the mercies of God , and. his | ſely 
gracein Chrift. The fiery Serpent did |} anc 
ſting the people in the wilderneſs ; | the 
firſt then they were ſtung , and being | Ing 
{tung, there was a brazen Serpent to | kin 


heal them. Bur, . the 


Obſerve the folly of this plea, | Tt 
what Scripture ever faid , that the | not 
greatneſs of mans ſin could hinder | wc 
the greatneſs of Gods mercy ? ro | ha 
Scripture ſaith ſo; we ſee David | 
prayeth to the contrary, Have mer. } 
cy wpon'me , O Lerd, and pardon my \ 
fins , for they are great : Nay, God 


43- | 


—_ —_— A 


drawn unto Chrif. 


LIL 


| 43. 24, 25. Thou baſt made me ſerve 
| with thy ſins, and wearied me with 
thine iniquities, yet 1 am be that blot- 
teth out thy tranſpreſions for my 
Names ſake, When the Jews did tire 
God withtheir diſtempered manners, 
 } and burthened him with their finfu] 


- | courſes, then the Lord for his own 


; | Name fake, would not fo much as 
: remember their iniquities againſt 
* them. 

* Again obſerve, That fins, though 
: they be never ſo hainous of them- 
; ſelves, yet if the ſoul can ſee them, 
and the heart be burdened with 
| them ,, they are fo far from hinder- 
Ing the work of faith , and from ma- 
king thee uncapable of mercy , that. 
|. they fit thee the rather to go to Chrift 
{ Thetruth is ( which I pray you take 
| notice of,) it is not properly our un- 
| worthineſs, but our pride and 
; haughtineſs that hinders us from 
| coming to Chrift ; for we would 
þ have ſomething from our ſelves, and 
| not all from him. But to the diſtreſ- 
ſed foul , that ſees the vileneſs of his 


fins; 1 ſay , Suppoſe thy ſins _wete 
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Objed, 


Aifw.. 


) - 


fewer; yet upcn ſuch a Suppoſe, 
thou wouldſt not go to Chriſt, as 

rſwaded of the freeneſs of his grace; 
but becauſe thy fins are not many, 
and upon conceit that thou haſt a 
worthineſs in thy ſelf ,. and wouldfi 
bring ſomething to Chriſt,and not re-} we 
cceive all from him ; therefore thou! yp; 
keepeſt back. And 1s it nor plain} dr, 
(then) that it is thy pride, and thy cej 
ſelf-conceitedneſs that hinders thee i ha 
Thou muſt have thus mach grace and} hjr 
holineſs; and Chriſt muſt not juſtific} op 
the ungodly, but the godly man. But (a; 
I tell thee, that, upon ſuch terms, be tin 
will never juſtifie thee or: any manf 45 
while the world ſtands.  #th 


But the ſoul replies again; My finl {6 
are worſe then ſo, not onely becauſe the at 
are many, but becauſe of the mercy ond] & 
ſalvation that T have rejected, and whicl hy 
bath been offered me from-day to day. |, ac 


PEEP BY 

But I anſwer :. This cannot hun} 

thee, provided that thou canſt* ſeq þ; 
thoſe evils of thine : For - theny 


though thou. haft caſt away; thi 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 13: 


PEEP 


e,{ kindneſs of the Lord , yet the Lord 
as will not caſt thee away , if thou wilt 
*;1 come and [cek- him earneſtly again 
Y,fland again :. For the iniquity of bis 
all covetouſrieſs I was wrath (faith God 7 ; 
If and I ſmote bim, I hid my ſelf , and be Ks, 
al went on frowardly in the way of his 
Ou! gapr heart, 1f this could have bin. 
ny} dred, Fx#deb ſhould never have re« 
byl ceived mercy ; but the Text faith, I 
© }} have ſeen! his ways , and will heal _ 
nd} him; Thou haſt played the barlot with Jer.3.t 
fief many lovers , yet turm again to me, 
ut ſaith the Lord. So then, there is no 
be} time paſt, if a man have but: a heart 
any to return. There is no limitation of 
the riches of Gods free grace, except 
| the {in againſt the holy Ghoſt; there-- 
iT! fore faith Chriſt, Rev, 3; 20. I ſtand 
bell at-zhe door and knock, : Though he 
md} cry till-he be hoarſe, and ſtand ill he 
ii} be weaty, yet he ftands ſtill : if any 
 þ adulterous or deceitful wretch will 
' open,the Lord will come in,and bring 
Wh ſtore of comfort to him, and ſup-with 
* him. | 
nz Oh, all that is true, ſaith rhe poor 0bjeG. 
mY fool, had I but a heart to mourn for 
"i'1) hrs 3 ", yy ; 
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my baſenefs, See my fins I do , but 
this is my miſery, I cannot be burden-} |, 
ed with them; I have a heart that} e; 
cannot break and mourn for diſho4 ;; 
nouring of God, and offending him fg. 
. | many ways. But I ſay, | 
Anſrv, This hurts not neither ; provided} ,, 
that thy heart be weary of it ſelf, be ., 


oy 


\._.__ cauſe it cannot be weary of fin, Thy 
Mich.7.18 7,4 ſheweth mercy becauſe he will ſhen] 
wercy : It is not becauſe thou can} 
pleaſe him , but becauſe niercy plea-| ' 
 ſethhim.- When did the Lord ſhew 
mercy to' Paul? I fay, When? but 
even when Paxl did expreſs mokj 
malice againſt him ?: Sal, Saul, wh; 
perſeenteſk thow me ? He perlſecutey 
Chriſt, and yet Chriſt pities him, and} 
ſhews him mercy: and ſo the churs 
liſh Faylor , when he was moſt op-i 
polite againſt the means of grace} 
the Lord even then ſhewed muſt com# 
paſſion upon him. He that ( before | 
reſiſted the means of grace was nou 
' brought home by thoſe means that} D 
before he refiſted. £1" $5. 
But wo to me (faith the poor} 
ſoul) you are now come to. the 
\ F 5" _ 


ARs 16, 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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quick : this very word is Tike a Mil. 


| ſtone about 'my neck , and I in the 


Sea, ready to be ſimk for ever. This 


15 the depth of that baſeneſs that lies 
- on me, even this, That all the means 
can do no better upon me, Why ? 
| what though Pax! and the Jaylor 
{ were bad enough, fo bad as you ſay? 
| Yet they were made better by the 
| means: but this is my hopeleſs 
| cohdition , That the means of grace 


44) prevail nothing on me, Oh, is there 


ſuch a heart in hell as I have? for how 
| bad muſt it needs be, when all the 
| means in the world can do it no 
| more gocd | and now, .me-thinks, I 
# feel my heart more hard and inexo- 
| rable under all Gods Ordinances, 
4 then when at firſt I believed. My con- 
! dition therefore is { molt certainly ) 
| hopeleſs, ſeeing the means that ſhould 
# ſoften me do but harden me, and 
| make me worſe, 

mr This is the laſt plea whereby the 4,(p, 
| Devil keeps in, and poſlzfleth the 

þ heart of a poor heartleſs ſinner. But 


Dorf} let me anſwer thee; and for anſwer, 


& Ifay : This hurts not neither: for 


here 


bk TY 


"The poor dowbring Chriſtian, 


here at leaſt thou may*ſ have hope ol} 
mercy ? And here obſerve theſe three} 
things by way of anſwer ; and knoyj 
that. --f 

Firſt, the Word and means off 
grace do work good ; if they mak 
thee more ſenſible of thy hardnely 
and deadneſs, though haply they, ; 
work not that good , and after that? | 
manner that thou deſireſt ; yet if they 

make thee ty ſee thy baſenels, thy 

| hardneſs of heart , and dulneſs of 
ſpirit,in regard of that body of deatiz 
which hangs upon thee , then thi @n 
Word and They work in the be w; 
manner z becauſe it is after Gods 
manner , howſoever not after thine yo 
That Phyſick works moſt kindlys þ 
that makes the party ſick before it 
works :.1o it is with the Word :. beg dif 
fore thou. hadſt a proud heart , and 
didſt therefore lift up thy ſelf if 
thine own abilities, and didſt truk 
in thine own firength , and thof Gr; 
thought'ſt that thy care and the im$ hi 
provement of the means woulq} he 
work wonders : But now the Wore 
works ſweetly , when it makes the 
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drawn unto Chrift 


i apprehenſive, that a wounded foul is 
& the gift of God, not of man , nor of 
WE the means; when it makes thee look 
| up to God for it, and to prize it 
WF when thou haſt it ; and to wait upon 
KK God with- thy daily prayers , Qill 
«> to continue it ſo, To feel deadnefs, 
& is life ; and to feel hardneſs,is ſoftneſs ; 
| onely remember this one Caution ; 
F Except there be ſome luſt or diſtem- 
UF per that thy beart hankers after, ( for 
E then the word will harden thee, be- 
} cauſe thou' hardeneſt thy ſelf Þ- that 
4 one I ſay excepted, thou art ina good - 
* Way. 
Secondly, (mark this, I beſcech 72; 
| you) Thou art the cauſe why thy: 
: heart is not fſoftned, and why the 

18 Word works not upon thy foul : the 
diſtemper of thine own heart bin- 

nd ders the working of the Word , and 

| diſpenſation of Gods providence ; 

uf and the tenour of the Covenant of 

| Crace, Thou thinkeſt to limit the 

{ holy One of Iſrael ; but that may not 

M be : for, his Covenant is a Covenant 

rg of Grace : and the Lord (who is free) - 

ne will nor ſtand bent to thy bow, or 

1 _ give: 


Ta 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 
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give thee grace when thou wilt ; for, | 
#5 not for us to know the times and 
ſeaſons, What'if the Lord will not 
give. thee grace this year, nor thef , 
next,nor all thy life? if at'the laſt gaſp] 
he will drop ina little'of his favour, 
it is more then he owes thee. There-} 
fore hear today, and wait to morrow} 
and continue in ſo doing, becauſe} 
thou knoweſt not when God may 
bleſs his own Ordinance. Complain} 
not of delayes, but wait,for God hath 
waited for you long ; and therefore 
if he make you wait for peace of con 
ſcience, and aflurance of his love, he ; 
deals but equally with you , and as] 
ſhall be beſt with you. ' God givaj 
what , and when, and how he willy, 
therefore wait for it.” - | 
. 2... * Thirdly, Know and conſider, 'thath, 
I Refinor thou haſt reſted upon thine' own du- 
| upon du- ties and endeavours, and ſo doeſt noty, 
- its, go to God, that blefled both the 
means, and all the endeavours of this 
his way, The fault therefore 1: 
thine own.” (1 ſay) thine own, becauſe} 
thou reſtedſt in thine own ferform4e 
ances , and in the power of the. 
: meang - - 


Wait for 
me I CY. 22 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


| means that thou apprehendeſt, and 
doelt: not go to God, that would 
| haye. wrought more then all they 
can: for, did. a. man depend upon 
| Gods power” and mercy in his Or. 
| dinances , -he 'ſhould always -finde 
| ſome -proportionable | ſuccour ,, as 
| well when he finds no ſucceſs, as 
when he finds any. - God ſometimes 
gives , -and ſometimes delayes to. 
| give -* but Gods love is as conſtant 
when. he gives not, as when he gives. 
| Therefore labour to quit all carnal 
| confidence in holy duties. Reſt not 
| in thine own = furan but look 
"4 beyond all duties, to God, and defire 
"1 | him to give thee the ſucceſs above 
A then.-  -- Fly 

| Watch how thy foul behaves it 
ſelf after the naked diſcharge of a 
duty ;- all quict and calm, notwith- 
ſtanding he lives in a- daily courſe 
{and praQtice of fin; fo that he prays 
{and lies, faſts and cozens, and yet 


Jus 


not 


this makes all- whole : I tell you, it 
{is an undoubted argument , that the 
"4 ſoul did place a carnal.confidence in 


ti} his own performances , and 'as yet 


q 
: 


Ne» - 


— | 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 


never attained to a Lord Chriſt in| t 
the duty : For he that ſeeks a Saviourf p] 
in his duties, and reſts not in ſelf-per. dj 
 formances , this man brings a Savi-ſed 
our, a Chriſt into his ſoul. And markſar 
what follows: Chrift brings pardonwh 
ing virtue and purging virtue witiwo 
him, and gives him more power aJTh 
gainſt corruptions, and more fufpitionee 
over his own ſon] then ever be ha@hy 
before : ſo that the ſoul begins tmuſ 
quarrel with it ſelf , and lies dowpby 
with ſhame, and ſays, What ſhall Fhy 
think of my praying and hearing {por 
where is the virtue and power of ithow 
Did ever-{ hriſt hear my prayers, hoe t 
come into my foul by his Ordinanft, to 
ces ? Where is the purging virtughuſt | 
then, to clear me of my fins? Whaſed ir 
is the purifying virtue to cleanſe mend « 
my corruptions ? This 15a ground of > 5 
gracious heart , that placeth not aut, 
confidence in holy* duties , but ondinn'c 
in the Lord Chriſt. Jave 
Do not content your ſelves in thiEhrift 
that you ſee a need of a Saviour , bFuties 
cauſe your mindes are enlightndie: 
therein, and yourreaſon my {Bike 
then}  - 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


21 


| thereof, when in the mean time you 


| place a kind of confidence in the du- - 


-|dy performed and ſervice difcharg- 
-Jed and think thereby to bring Chriſt 
kat your beck, and you in the mean 
while do what you pleaſe : this is a 
Mwonderful cunning craft of Sathan. 
a4This I ſay then; A man may ſee a 
need of a Saviour; but do not quiet 
i@hy ſoul , becauſe thon knoweſt it 
tgnuſt be ſo , and 'becauſe thou findeſt 
my cxperience thou canſt not help 


| Shy (elf, the guilt of fin till ticks 


gÞpon thee , and therefore a Saviour 
ithow muſt help thee : I ſay, content 
mot thy ſelf with the meer notion of 
anft, to ſay, I ſee it ſhould be fo, and it 
uſt be ſo, and reſt thy ſelf conten- 
icnſed. in the performances of ſervices, 
xqnd think to bring a Saviour at thy 
ofheck , to-do what thou wilt for thy 


-anÞout ; this is a fleight that Satan has 


ndginn'd to thy foul. Many think to 
yJave a ſovereign authority over 
Lariſt , when they have performed 
xFuties : fo that he does not uſe the 
leans to be led to Chriſt , but he 
a 


he 
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Kes up his duties to _be CO? 
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The poor doubtingChriſtian, 


_ of Chriſt, and that he may diſpoſe © 


- wickedneſs , not a ſubduer of 
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Ing 
Chriſt for his own turn, ſo that hÞ © 
makes Chriſt an abettor of his own N 
1 
corruptions. This is a marvelloyſPVc! 
deceit , when men reſt -in their ow 
abilities, and ſo abuſe Chriſt, Ang(9 
this will appear in theſe particſhat 
lars. by 
Firſt , watch how thy heart 151 ak 
the performance of duty. \Doth thÞ? t 
prayer, and hearing, and performin hy 
of ſervices make thee ventrous anÞ< 11 
fool-hardy to meddle with corrupiſſbat 
ons ?. then its a certain ground th( and 
placeſt carnal confidence in -thigp"?) 
own performances. As for exangove 
ple , If a Profeflor ſhould ſay, Whfv®! 
it I do nowand then fin? and whi Se 
if I do now and then pilfer , and i"? * 
falſe weights and meaſures ? I'll | phe 
pray. ſo much the more, and: faſt" 
much the ofiner: will not my «f**?: 
ſcience then be ſatisfied ? It ſhall 


fatisfied ; I will command it : 1wfF'< 


pur In bail. for my ſin, = and - ol wr 
againſt it. | Now, I beſecch you, s , bo 


rve it; this praying and: perfo 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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— SY ; 
offing of duties, is meerly to command 
h& Saviour to give allowance to fin, 
wikbat ſo he may commit freely. As 

ho would ſay, I have authoritie 
oufover my Saviour, and he ſhall pardon 
any fin, and give me allowance. to 
\n&ommit 11. O the wretched villanie 
cyſt hat 1s In this man's heart ! Fearful is 
by eſtate, whoſoever thou art, that 
oWnakeſt thy performances an abettor 
thiot thy diſtempers : ſo that thou doſt 
inf by duties not to convey Chriſt, that 
ane may help thee to prevent fin, but 
that Chriſt may take off the venome 
h&nd indignation of fin, that ſo thou 
ni@mayſt commit wickedneſs with- 
anfout cither. ſuſpition or further diftra- 
/hKticn, | 
s Many a man makes his ſervices 
is Saviour's, For, he makes them 
the bottom to bear up his Conſci- 
&nce: the ground whereof is thi*, 
o&2aply he findes. and feels by woful 
Experience, what the fruits of fin 
arc, Helecs the venome of his cor- 
uptions, and the lamentable effetts 
$f all his ſinful praRicee. He thought 
* vefore a fine thing to ſwear, and 
| 5 be, 


i 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian, 
lie, and drink, and follow baſe conf 
pany; but now they are gravel to h 
heart, and gall to his foul. His conÞ**t 
ſcience flicth in his face, and he $n4 
ready to fink down to Hell under ti 
burden of his miſorder'd life. ; 
ſcience faith, Theſe be thy ſins, an} 
theſe will be thy damnation : theP*! 
have been thy delight, but they wifi 
prove thy ſhame and confuſion in thF#0l! 
end ; and ſhortly thou ſhalt finde tif 
ſmart of them : To Hell therefore, 
racking, and gone. ; 
Now this man hath no other cu** 
for his Conſcience in ſuch a caſe, b# 
this; He entreats Conſcience to Ii 
quiet: He confefſeth he hath live 
in baſe courſes, and his conditiont 
be very miſerable; but now he witf” 
reform all. He hath negle&ed Pray 
heretofore, but now he will pray ; i 
hath hated God's ſervants, but not 
he will. love them; his ways ha 
been exceeding evil, but now he wif 
reform them, and now he will tu 
over a new leaf. This he ſaith, anf** 
this (he thinks) will ſerve the tum 
And thus many poor ſouls uſe © 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


nd 


onmMeans as Mediators, and fo fall ſhort 
3 [of Chriſt. But a gracious heart doth 
coniot onely pray, and bear, and receive, 
\e nd uſcall poſſible means to obtain 
- (Chriſt, bur is reſtleſs and unſatisfied 
>o4till he enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt in the 
arJmean*. He reſts not upon the bare 
theperformance of any duty , neither 
withinks by virtue of any ſach his endea- 
| tours to get into Chriſt, 

jd I will expreſs this particular 
- more fully in this manner. A rich 
* Udirer-that is fick of ſome diſeaſe , 
tell him ſuch a Phyſician can cure 
him, but he ſtands upon fta e, and 
) j{will not come without a great deal 
lof charge: Charge (faith he) I do 
Inot ſtand upon that ; I have money 
xnough by me, enough to fetch him 
Shither, Such a man now placeth all 
$his confidence in his moriey. So 
4when.the ſoul ſees the guilt of {in is 
not removed, and that Conſczence is 
ſtill ſnarling, and that (the Law con- 
{demning him ) Chriſt is the onely 
$Saviour, and he onelythat can ſatisfic 
and cure all: But now; {How ſhall 
# Chriſt be procured? Why, His 
"AR B 2 prayer 
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lie, and drink, and follow baſe conf*-! 
pany; but now they are gravel to h pf C 
heart, and gall to his foul. His conÞot © 
ſcience flicth in his face, and he nd 
ready to fink down to Hell under t| hr! 
burden of his miſorder'd life. Co ill h 
ſcience faith, Theſe be thy ſins, anÞea 
theſe will be thy damnation : the erfc 
have been thy delight, but they wiſÞin 
prove thy ſhame and confuſton in tour 
end ; and ſhortly thou ſhalt finde 7 
ſmart of them : To Hell therefore, $0" 
racking, and gone. Liu 
< Now this man hath no other cuſ ell 
for his Conſcience in ſuch a caſe, b im, 
this; He entreats Conſcience to Pill 
quiet: He confefleth he hath live df C 
in baſe courſes, and his condition! ot { 
be very miſerable; but now he wf"% 
reform all, He hath negle&ed Pray auth 
heretofore, but now he will pray ; PP 
hath hated God's ſervants, but noſe 
he will, love them; his ways hayy®" 
been exceeding evil, but now hew 


ill 


reform them, and now he will r$® 
over a new leaf, This he ſaith, a ah 
an 


this Che thinks) will ſerve the tug 
And thus many poor ſouls uſe af Chr 
medi 


—_—— 


oo. drawnunto Chriſt, 25 


: 
þ 


on$1eans as Mediators, and fo fall ſhort 
»Þf Chriſt. But a gracious heart doth 
coÞot onely pray, and bear, and receive, 
e $nd uſc all poſſible means to obtain 
- ;Lhriſt, bur is reſtleſs and unſatisfied 
»ogill he enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt in the 
arJnean*. He reſts not upon the bare 
hÞcrformance of any duty , neither 
wihinks by virtue of any ſach his endea- 
 thours to get into Chriſt, 

oh 1 will expreſs this particular 
. more fully in this manner. A rich 
* Ufurer that is ſick of ſome diſeaſe , 
gell him ſuch a Phyſician can cure 
Sim, but he ſtands upon ſta e, and 
, vill not come without a great deal 
yt charge: Charge (faith he) I do 
nMot ſtand upon thar ; I have money 
Enough by me, enough to fetch him 
7 nither, Such a man now placeth all 
"His confidence in his moriey. So 
\Fhen.the ſoul ſees the guilt of ſin is 
a810t removed, and that Conſczence 13 
vÞcill fnarling, and that (the Law con- - 
,acmning him ) Chriſt is the onely. 
,jPaviour, and he onelythat can ſatisfic 
nfand cure all : But now; /How ſhall 
Chriſt be procured? - Why, His 
41 B 2 prayer 
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Anſw, 


get out of our ſelves, But is it (hs 


prayer, and faſting, and performance 


may command ſo much, and that if | 
the rower and merit of the waſpar 
done, The voice of a Phariſce, a na 
proper language cf a Papiſt . Bþil 
what promiſe is there tor it ? WithifſY 
book none. But thus fools reſt on thi 
own performances, and fo fall ſhort ed 
Chriſt and ſalvation. - anc 

But O (faith a poor finner) faÞ0! 
would I go out of my ſelf. T ſee too wP0 
now, that I have reſted, and do reft ufc 
duties done; but I cannot deny my 9 
as I woull. ' "Fee 

I anſwer, It 1s Sathan's ſubtil eſs 
to keep us in our ſelves, by endq2* 
youring thus to make us go out cc 
our ſelves. For by our own ſtreng 0! 
he would have us todoit; and pg 
ſwades us we may. But this 1s] 
marvellous deepneſs of his , wheyP"! 
in he ſhews both malice and cy" 
ning in the ſuperlative. For herel qu! 
makes us believe ( and we out {ell 


ignorance are perſwaded as he woul " 
UL 


have us) that we have the ſtaff} 


our own hands, that is, the power Y 


4 

r 

('f 
. 


Gr" 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


: 


inc) no » it is a ſupernatural work 
at t$o be ſo quir of our ſelves. The fame 
woſhand muſt bring us out of our ſelves, 
aghat muſt bring us to Chriſt: and 
pEhis is Self-dental : and Self-dential 1s 
thifWhen the ſoul knoweth it hath no- 
 th&hing, and therefore is ſo over-puw- 
ortfed with the mighty hand of God, 
- and the work of his Spirit, that it 
 faoth not ſo much as expect any 
0 yÞower or ability from it ſelf, or from 
he Creature, in the doing of any 
1y good : For it knows it is dead, and 
therefore cannot help it ſelf, much 
Heſs can the creature. % it any good. 
141t therefore looks up to: Heaven, and 
t Becks all ſufficiency from God alone. 
ne or (obſerve it) whites I thus think, 
| pe bat 1 haveabilicy to go out of my 
fſelf; do Inot thenſay, that I have a 
principle within me, to deny my 
cabſelf2 But it is not ſo; rather it is 
requite contrary ;- for to deny a man's 
ſelf, is to know that he. hath no 
power in himſelf to do any ſpiritual 
duty : therefore we muſt look onely 
to the voice that calleth us, rhe voice 
, (F9f Chriſt, and know that he that: 
| 63. calls 
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The poor doubting C briftian, 
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1 
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calls us from the ways of darknqp-" 
and out of our. ſelves, muſt and wp <: 
bring us out. Therefore expe& apy !! 
power from Chriſt to pluck thee o&0 
of thy ſelf, and to make thee a (Þbe 
lever ; for the ſame hand muſt Þ"E 
both, or it will never be. Fo 
] would not have a poor creatuN< 
think thus with himſelf: If « Ct 
meane, and theſe Ordinances will gi" 
me no good , nor work upon n{>4 
heart , I ſhall never have comfony f0 
but ſpeak thus unto God, and faf i! 
In truth, Lord, 1 expe& no poug th 
from my ſelf nor from the mean 0! 
but my reſolution is, to look up Þ 
him that hath hid his face yet frod |) 
his poor ſervant. I will not lod 
any lower, as here within my ſelf, fa 
any ſuch power: No, Lord, bur t6 
the higheſt in power and gifts. Nay 
willl look to the Miniſter, or to the 
means, but I will wait upon thee (C} * 
Lord) and look up to thy power, i | 
work by thine own means. Re 
member what Tjaiah faith: Who i, 


Lai 50.20 amongſt you that feareth the Lord, ani! 


obejeth the voice of his (ervants, that 
walt. 


———— A. ——— 


drawn unto C briſt, 
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» | 2: 8 
rknevalketh in darkneſs, and bath no light 
nd whf comfort, let him truſt in the Name 
tE of the Lord, and flay himſelf upon bis 
ce ood. Then when all other things in 
- a he world fail, let the ſoul look np io 
uſt {he Lord, and get away from it ſelf : 
{For then it is the fitteſt time of all to 
eatuhmeet with God, 1] would have a 
" {Chriſtian chuſe his time above al! 
31] times, the fitteft wherein to meet his 
n n{ Saviour, and to diſappoint Satan : 
fons for as I ſaid, it is the laſt refuge that 
| Ga the Devil. hath. and if fe-mms or 
owg this, his force is gone for ever. For 
an otherwiſe the ſinner, partly ſeeing the 
pf beauty of grace, will not : and part- 
fro 1y ſeeing the baſeneſs of his own 
oof heart, dares not to come Chriſt; 
f Ul | | 
rh But the, next Complaint, in the Object, 
Nay next place, is want of ſenſe and feel= 
th; Ing, ſuch as a Chriſtian muſt have, 
(0 and findes not. Therefore the di- 
in ſtreſſed foul faith, Alas, I never 
i! knew rohat it was to have the aſſu- 
4, rance of Gods love , I never recetved 
ni, anyevidence of Gods favour ; and can 


au. TICthen) think that I have faith ? they 


f 
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that 1 believe, have theifear ts filled wil 
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joy unſpeakable and -glorious ; the Worſt th 
faith as much” But T am a (trans 


 tothis) joy 3 how then can I think 'bal at 


I have auy work, of Faith wroughy fe 
in me £ | "hk 
anſwer : This doth not hinder i 
cither that thou haſt not faith, or-that! 
thou mayſit not come to G7 4 by be. 
lieving. Onely remember theſe three 
particulars, { 
F Iſt, thou muſt not think to have! 
this Joy ana reciting Helore cout 
gocſt ro the promiſe ; thou muſt look: 
for it when thou haſt chewed and? i 
fed upon it : or wouldft thou have : 
the Lord give thee the whole bargain! 
at once, and before the match be" 
made ? This joy is a fruit that pro-. 
ceeds from faith after much wreft- 
ling ; and doth not prefently flow | 
from faith, nor ſo ſoon as ever a | 
Chriſtian begins to believe, but alter 
a time ; and then the near Y 12 JoYous 
but never filled with joy before i ve- | 
lieving, Afterwards, an} when a! 
man hath had the fweer dew of- the 
promiſes dropping upon him; -bur | 
many | 


i of at 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


many a day after, let him look for 


| this Joy, 


Secondly , know that theſe joys, 


| and this ſenſe and feeling, may.be ab- 
| ſenr from faith. For a man may 


have a good faith, and yet want the 
relliſh and ſweetneſs which. he longs 


 afcer, One may want what he deſires, 
:. and yet want neither life nor heat, A 


tree may want leaves and fruit, and 
yet want neither ſap nor moiſture : - 
and a mans faith may be ſumewhacr 
ſtrong, when his feeling is nothing 
at all. D.uvid was juſtified and fan- 
Gifhed, and yet wanted this joy. And 
Fob traſted upon God when he had 
but little feeling; as when he ſaith, 
Thou mahelt me a Þutt to ſhoot at, yet | 
will truſt in thee though thou kill me, 
Therefore build not your comfort up- 
on ſenſe and feeling, which is to build 
upon the ſand ; but go to the-pro-- 
miſe, as to the Rock, for it. 
But bow comes. this defire- afier 
Chrijt 2 

I anſwer: There is no more but 
two aff<tions inthe ſoul, God intt-- 
nitely wiſe having {o framed it; and 
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theſe two are Hope and Detire. The 
Underſtanding ſays, Such a thing is} 
profitable and comfortable it I- had} 
it ; then Hope is ſent ont to wait for 
that goodneſs : and it it comes not, 
then Deſire is ſent out to meet that? 
Hope ſtands and waits 
for it ; but Defire wanders up and 
down ſeeking and inquiring after af 
Lord Jeſus, and goes from coaſt to 
coaſt, from Eaſt to Weſt; O that} 
I could, O that I might ! and When 
ſhall I 2 And how may I come to the 
ſpeech: of a Lord Chriſt ? As it was 
with the Spouſe in Cant. when her ' 
Beloved was gone, ſhe wandered up 
and down ſeeking of him, and inqui- 
ring of the watchmen if they did not! 
ſee him her ſoul loved; ſo wanders | 
from this thing to that thing, from 
this place to that place, and never 
ceaſeth to ſee if ſhe can get notice} 
of Chrift. It goes to Prayer, to ſee it; 
that will entreat a Chriſt : it goes to) 
the Word, to ſee if that will reveal a 


Chriſt : it goes to conference, to ſee if i 


he can hear of Chriſt there: then it | 


comes to the Congregation, and to 
the. 


—— 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


ef the Sacrament, to ſeeif it can hear of 


is any news of a Lord Chriſt, and of 


1} mercy. 
{ Theſoul thus continues wandring 
| and fecking till at laſt the Lord Chriſt 


at; comes in to the ſoul, when the ſoul 


hath thus hungred and longed for him. 
At length the Lord Chrift is pleaſed 
 toſhew himſelf in view: Behold, thy 
King cometh: {ſo the Lord ſays, Be- 
| bold the Lamb of God that takes away 
thy ſins. O thou pogr broken-heart- 
ed finner, here is thy Saviour ; he is 
come down from Heaven to ſpeak 
peace to thy ſoul in the pardon of 
thy fins. - Thou that hungreſt ior a 
Chriſt, here he is, to ſatisfie thee : - 
thou that - thirſteſt after Chriſt, here 
he is, to refreſh thee. Thou that haſt . 
long ſought him, he ſaith, Here I am, 
and all my merits are thine. 
Now when the Lord Jeſus is pleaſ- 
ed to preſent himſelf to the ſou], now | 
Defire hath met with the Lord. 
It is in' this caſe with a finner, 


if 4... 48 it 1s with. a Traitour who ispurſu- 


ed, aud takes a ſtrong Hold, and is 
there beſieged : And now he ſceth no 
hope 


= 


Tþe poor doubting Chriſtian 


w, 


hope of favour, nor no hope off 
eſcape, therefore he is content to ſub-ſ| yo 
mit, and lay his head on the block} 1s] 
that he may receive puniſhment forf| de 
his offence: now coming to execusÞ H: 
tion he hears an inkling from the} m 
Mefſenger there is yet hope he mayf P: 
be pardoned. The poor Traitour inf tc 
the Priſon with that is ſtirred up to} 1 
hope. Nay then he hears by another} 
Meſſenger from the King himſelf, iff C 


he'will come tg the Court, and {ek | t| 
unto his Majeſty , and importune his x 
Grace for mercy and favour, it's likef } 
he ſhall be pardoned. Then he makes} t 
haſte, and Deſire carries hjm to the} 1 
Court to ſue for favour from thef} « 


King. So that now he will be B5ften- 
ing and inquiring of every one there: }_ 
Did you hear the King ſpeak nothing þ 
of me? How ftands the King's} 
minde towards me? Pray how goes 
my caſe? Then ſome tells him, The 
truth is, the King hears youare hum. ) 
bled, and that you are ſorry for what ; 
you have done: at laſt the King * 
looks out of the window, and ſees 
the maleſaCour, and ſays, Is this the ! 
Traitour 2: | 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


Trajtour? One fays, Yes, if it pleaſe 
your Highneſs, th's is the man, that 
xk 15 humbled and pleads for mercy, and 
for defires nothing ſo: much as tavour. 
cu Hzreupon, the King being full of 
the} mercy, tells him, The truth is, his 
yp Pardon is a drawing, and coming 
"nf towards him, With that his heart leaps 
in his belly, and his heart is enlarged 
| towards his Majeſty, and he ſays; 
| God bleſs your Majefty; never was 
there ſuch a favourable Prince to ſo 
| poora Traitour, His heart leaps for 
Joy, becauſe his Pardon is coming 
rowards him. Haply it is notſcaled 
yet : Now when it is ſealed, and all 
done, the King calls h'min, and deli- 
vers It, 

So it is with a poor {inner, he1s 


wh the malefatour. You that have com- 
$0 mitted high Treaſon, you think not 
es} of it: but take heed, God will pur- 


ef fue you one day. Haply God lets 
- } you alonefor the preſent, bur he will 
ſurpriſe you on a ſudden, and Con- 
ſcience will pluck thee by the throat, 
and carry thee down to Hell. And 
now the Lord purſues him with a. 

heavy 
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" The poor doubting Chriſtian, © 


heavie ſtroxe and indignation , and 
let flie at his face, and ſets Conſcience 
a work as a Purſuivant, and thatf 
ſays; Theſe are thy fins, and to Hell 
thou muſt go : God hath ſent me to 
execute thy ſoul, Now the poor ſoul 
ſees he can no way eſcape from the 


Lord, and to purchaſe any favour he} 


ſees it impoſllible ; therefore he is re-| 
ſolved to lie down at Gods feet, and 
hope. Now hope is a faculty of the 


foul to look out for mercy : as a man} 


that is in expeCtation of the coming 
of his friend, goeth to the top of a 
hill, looks round about him, to ſee if 
he can underſtand any thing of his 
triend : ſo. the ſou] hopes and waits, 
and f{tretcheth it ſelf out for mercy, 
When will it be, Lord ? When will 


this pardon come ? The foul gets up, | 
and ſtands as it. were a tip=toe: Q 


when will it come, Lord ? 
How does God Rir up the heart to 


the 


of 


he 


| 
\ 


+ 


| ; 


hope? It's worth the while to conſider 
now this is maintained. - | 


Firit, the Lord ſweetly ſtays the 


heart, and perſwades it that his fins 
are pardonable, and that the good he 


wants | 


ell} 
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wants may: be ſupplied ; this.is a 
great ſupport to the ſon}, Hope is 
always of a' good to come. Now 
when a poor finner ſets his ſms, the 
number of them, the nature of them, 


| the vileneſs of: them, the curſednels 
| of his ſou], that he can take noreſt , 
| heſees no reſt in the creature, nor in 


himſelf. Though he pray all day, yet 
he cannot get the pardon of one fin. 


The ſoul is out of any expecation of 
pardon, or power of mercy in any 


thing he hath or doth: Though all 
means, all helps, though all men and 


| Angels ſhould joyn together, yer 


they cannot pardon - one fin of hte, 
Now tt.e Lord lifts up his voice, and 


ſays from Heaven, Thy fins are par-- 
| donable, O the infiniteneſs of Gods 


power! though the guilt of fin is 


powerf] to condemn the ſoul. But 


when the infinite power of theLord 
is conſidered, as able to over-power 


all his fins, this.lifreth up the heart in. 


ſome expeRation that the Lord will 
ſhew mercy toa man ; though it 15 a 
hard thing to hope; when the ſoul 


 thustroubled ; (Can this mw be 
r= - 


38 The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


broke ?. Can theſe fins be pardoned} 1,g 
Can this ſoul be ſaved? ) Now comel},er; 
in the power of God. God can pary ,; 1 
don them.. Never meaſure the pow ,, 4 
of God by that ſhallow conceit off x 
thine, All things are poſſible to Godf gc 
though not to men, And as it is faid 31, 


of Abraham , He hoped above bope |} (q 


ny 


he looked to the Lord that was abl:; 
to do what he had promiſed : hi} 
conſidered not that he had a dead| 
body, but that he had a living God 
to hope on: Juſtice cannot. be ſo ſe. 
vere to revenge. thee, as mercy i 
gracious to do good unto thee, [i 
thy ſins be never ſo many, God's Ju- 
ſtice never fo great ; yet mercy i; 
above all thy fins, above all thy Re: ] o, 
bellions. This may ſupport thy ſoul | ;+ 
So there you have the firſt ground 
to ſtir up Hope ; Thy ſins are par- 


P 
n 
donable, There is more power mf; 
h 
ſ 
{ 


God to' ſhaw nyrcy to thee , then 
power in lin to deſtroy thee. The 
. Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was [of , 1t was. 
the ſcope of hs coming. INow faith |} 
the boken and humble tinner, 1 am |\' 


loſt ; 


” 


drawn unto Chrift, 39 


—_———. 


V— 


I oft. Did Chriſt come to fave ſin- 
| ners? then Chriſt maſt fail of his end, 
For 1 of my comfort. God ſays, Come 
tome all that are weary an4 heavy laden, 
| [am weary ; unleſs the Lord intended 
& good tome, Why did he invite me, 
| and bid m: come ? Surely he means 
if to ſhew mercy to me. 
 O takeheed of Deſpair, Qieftion 
thy eſtate thou mayſt, thou muſt , 
but to caſtaway all hope, is very hei- 
nous in the eyes of the Lord, Caſt 
away all carnal con{idence thou muſt, 
| and yet thou muſt hope. Let [ſrael 
hope in the Lord, for in the Lord, &c, 
The Lord takes this very ill at our 
hands. Thou goeſt to the deep dun- 
| geon of thy corruption , and there 
thou ſayeſt, theſ: ſins can never be 
pardoned: I amr ftill proud , and 
1-4 more ſtubborn : This diſtreſs God 
m1 feeth not , God ſucc: ureth not, his 
MF hand cannot reach, his mercy cannot 
te I fave, Now mark what the Prophet 
nd | faith to ſach a perplexed ſon}, Iſa?. 
"a 140.27; Why (ajeſt thou, Thy wayzs 
bid from the Lird ? The Lord ſaith, 
m !' Why fayeft thou ſo? The young mor: 
it; | " ſhall 


F 
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ſhall faint and be weary: but they that 


wait on the Lord ſhall renew then 
ſtrength. Is any thing too hard forf | 
the Lord ? You wrong God exceed| - 
ingly: you think it's matter of hu ( 
mility, to count your ſelves ſo viles ; 
Can God pardon ſuch a wretches ſuf , 


as min:? Mark ' that place of thi p 
Plalmift, they ſpeak againſt the Lord} - 
Can the Lord prepare a Table in thi 


wilderneſs * They ſpeak not againlj : 
themſelves, but againſt the Lord, $9 {; 


we ſpeak againſt God, and chargq ., 
God himſelf It is trvie, ſays the ſoul] 
Manaſſeh was pardoned , Pant way 
converted, God's Saints have beey q 
received to mercy: But can my {uf th 
be pardoned ? Can my ſoul be quick þ}, 
ned? No, no, my fins are great yy, 
than can-be pardoned, faith the def ey, 
ſpairing ſoul, Conſider how injurifhg 
ous this is to God, to make the powym, 
er of fin greater to. condemn theethj 
than the power of God to ſave thee{wj 
to make the power of Satan ſtrongJyq, 
er to ruinate thee, than the powerdlN, 
God to relieve thee, and ſucc- ur theAn 
And. what can you ſay more? rÞ i 
" : wnas 


4 


| 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 41 


"| what can yon do more againſt the 
| Lord? Is not this to make God an 
{ underling to Satan, and to fin? This 
is juit to ſay, The Almightineſs of 
| God is weaker than the weakneſs of 
fin; The ſufficiency of God is weak- 
er than the malice of Satan, It is ſo ; 
' poor humble finners many times 
| wil make bitter complaints this 
way; and they think they fpeak a- 
eainſt themſelves. No, no, they 
ſpeak againſt the Lord. They ſpake 
againſt the Lord , when they ſaid, 
Can the Lord prepare a Table in the 
wilderneſs? So you ſpeak: in this 
deſperate manner : Why truth, Lord, 
' Wi this proud. heart will never be hum- 
bled; if any thing would have 
AU wrought, it would have been done 
: de ere this day. How many Sermons, 
ſhow many Mercies; how many Judg- 
ments, how many Prayers ! and yet 
this proud heart, this ſtubborn heart 
will not be reformed. You think 
Ong3you ſheak againſt your felves now : 
7er ®No, no, you ſpeak againſt the Lord, 
thegAnd know, this is one of the great- 


andeſt fins thou committeſt, to ſay thy 
what {ins 
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fins cannot be forgiven. 


won © 


Secondly , as this fin is injuriow]' 
to God, fo it is dangerous to thyſ 
own ſoul : it is that which takes up 
the bridge, and cuts off all paſſages, 
and there can no Spiritual comfort c 
nor conſolation come into the ſoulf , 
of a poor ſinner, Luke 3.15, Ewe. , 
ry ditch muſt be filed, and then all 
fleſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, 
What are theſe Ditches? Why no- 
thing elſe but thoſe deep gulfs and _ 
ditches of Deſpair : and unleſs theſe :. 
be filled, no man can ſce the Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt, The truth is, this Deſpair . 
of the ſoul is that which cuts the 6 
finews of mans comfort , and takaff q 
off the power and edge of all theff 
means of grace ; it daunts all a mang ;. 
endeavours; nay , it plucks up en 
deavours by the very roots : for that 
which a man deſpairs of he will ne 
ver labour after. Irs here as with a , 
man in the pangs of death: untof ©. 
fuch a man all things are unavaila 
ble for his good : his bed will nat © 
eaſe him, meat will not refreſh him, 
chafing will not revive him; at Jalf 1, 
Wet - 


an 


their labour z for Hell is his postion, 


drawn unto Chriſt 


——— 


| weſay He is gone, he isa dead man; 
friends leave him, Phyſicians leave 


' him: They may go and pray for him, 


and mourn for him, but they cannot 
recover him. So this Deſpair of 
ſoul makes a man caſt off all hope, 
and-lie down in a forlorn condition, 
expeting no good to come, Alax, 
faith the poor ſoul, what «killeth for 
a man to pray ? What profiteth it a 
man to read ? What benefit in all the 


- means of Grace? The truth of it 
& is, the ſtone 15 rolled upon me, and 
"F my condemnation is ſealed for ever, 
| and therefore 1 will never look after 
F Chriſt, grace and ſalvation any more. 
$ Let him come to hear the Word, and 


mark how he caſts off the benefit of 


MF it. It was marvellous ſeaſonable 


and profitable; it was the good 
Word' of God unto ſuch as have 
ſhare therein; why then may not 
you expet benefit there-from 2 No, 


| faith the ſoul, the time of Grace is 


paſt, the Day is gone, If Miniifters 
would pray for him, and good peo- 
Ple pray for him, he bids them fave 


and 
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and his condemnation is ſealed inf ; 
Heaven. See now,and confider whatf 1 
deſperate danger Deſpair brings to aþ a 
poor heart, and carries him beyond þ, 
the reach of mercy. That's a ſweaf 
paſſage of Davids, Pſal.77.79. WilfT 
the Lord caſt me off for ever,;? I faid th 
this us my infirmity, faith the Text#th 
The word in the Original, Thz 3 mfGy 
fickneſs: as who ſhould ſay , Thigh; 
would be my death : What, is mer4$Ar 
cy gone for ever? then my life igrer 
gone, then is all my comfort goneferi 
my hope gone: Therefore take heedfpai 
of this, it takes off the edge of ala; 
our endeavours and Gods Ordinancehwa 
that mizht do us good. 0 

Secondly, this marvellouſly conhay 
demns that great fin of Prefampr ns 
on ; a fin. more frequent, and if ith$]aj 
poſſible, more dangerous. The Prefire 
ſumption of carnal hypocrites tlihay 
bolſter themſelves up with marve \ 


| lous boldneſs in their courſe. It isaþf | 


true here, and Þ beſeech you obſerFain 
it,as they ſaid, Saul hath ſlain his thmpope 


ſands, and David his ten thouſandlifpg]i 


Deſpair hath lain his thouſands, Weate 
FP 


_ 
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nf preſumption his ten thouſands, That 
atÞ men may ſwear, and lie, and cozen, 
a} and break all Commands, and yet 
nd hope to be ſaved. They hope Grace 
ti will fave 'them, and yet refit Grace. 
7 They hope Jeſus Chriſt will fave 
144 them, and yet oppoſe Chriſt. This is 
xXtthat which hath ſlain many thou- 
mifands among us ; and+ they are few 
'Mifthat have nor ſplit upon this Reck. 
1ryAnd therefore I ſay, This ſerves to 
e Wreprove the baſeneſs of ſach hypo- 
onefcrites that boaſt themſelves, and com- 
xdpare their hopes with the hopes of the 


| alBaints, It is true, ſay they, I cannot 


ncQFwalk ſo freely, I cannot repeat a Ser= 
mon, I have not thoſe parts that they 
cofffhaye ; yet I hope to be ſaved as well 
nptihs they, This is that which hath 
it lain ſo many thouſands of ſouls that 
 Preire now roaring in Hell, and they 
 thilnay thank preſumption Tor it. 
wil Now this Hope is not the Hope 
tif the Saints. The' Hope of the 
ſſerPaintsis a grounded Hope : but theſe 
' tho8opes hang upon ſome idle pleas, and 
andÞoliſh pretences, and ſome carnal 
, Wicafons: But I tell you they will 
=_ fall, 
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fail, and ſink into the bottomleſs Pig ve 
ere they are aware, It is the comfth 
mand and counſel of Peter, Thaſvi 
every man ſhould be ready to give afjan 
account of his fauth and hope that itiW: 
Lim, Look to the Reaſons that cargjno 
you, and to the Arguments. that peſme 
{wade you ; ſee they be not groundan« 
le and fooliſh hopes. You hope to lbre 
ſaved, and you hope to go to HeavaſTh 
and you hope to ſee the face of Gawit 
with comfort. Look about, I ſayſthe! 
good Hope hath.good Reaſons,gromfabl 
ded Hope hath grounded Reaſons, Por 

Thirdly, the Saints of God may 1 
times are deprived of comfort : nut 
becauſe God with-holds it, but bpmuc 
cauſe they put it from themſclypown 
and will not have it, though he offff0b 
It; as David ; My ſoul refuſed conpren 
fort : he was as a ſullen chiJde thÞrac 
willnot eat his milk, becauſe he caſÞ"g 
not have it in the golden diſh, Jinu 
ſometimes, and becauſe God doth nflay 


for us what we would. we will haÞ!ght 


nothing at all. Theſe are the mappave 

hinderances, and 1 might adde mFW : 

ny more: for carnal Reaſon Þ* wi 
| Vt 
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pil very fruitful this way, and we 
\m{through our own follie, and the De. 
hafvil's crafr, are apt to abuſe things: 
» altand to make them hinderances in ou: 
rig way to happineſs eternal . I come 
arrdnow to the cures of all the impedi- 
peſments, where, if we had the wiſdom 
inffand care we ſhould have, we might 
obreak through them -all to Chriſt. 
vaſThe means ( eſpecially ) are four , 
Goatwkereby we may be inwardly ſtreng- 
{ayſthened againſt them all, and be at laſt 
oufſable to overcome, and put them to foil 
0, WOr EVET. 
nal 
0 
all; 
Ive 


wn corruptions within , fo far as 
oo be feared or difheartened by them 
ce8ircm. coming to the riches of God's 
 thÞrace. For this is a ſure and everlaſt- 
 caing truth, That whatſoever fight of 

lin unfits a man for mercie, when he 
þ nÞnay take it, and it 18 offered, that 
hafÞight of fin is ever finful, though it 
aÞave never fo. fair an outfide of ſor- 
 m&ow and dezp humiliation, Namely, 
n Þ5 when we think, and fay (as often 
" by C we 


The firſt Cure and Help is this; We Helps to 
wſt not look too long, nor pore too come to 
much, or unwarrantably, upon cur Chriſt, 


4.8 The poor doubting Chriſtian, | LL 


we do) Had I a foul fo through c 
humbled, and bruifed, and ſoften! 
and fo forth,I cou'd do well enoug 
And thus the Devil keeps us in fin, | 
poring too long and much upon 9 
Truegod- fins; as thinking thereby to get fro 
y forrow them, But ſuch a courſe is a fink 
what it is. courſe, Tell not me of ſorrow, af 
repentance , and humiliation ; : 
that ſorrow, and humiliation, andy 
pentance is naught that keeps a 
from receiving mercie, when there 
need, and it is offered. See thi: 
Abraham : he had this promiſe, ti 
he ſhould have a Son in his old ag 
And, He being nt weak in ful 
Rom.4-19. regarded not his old age or dell ; 
neſs, nor the barrenneſs of Sard 
womb, but believed in him who | 
promiſed it, There herefts, and th 
he ſtays, he ſaw his bodie was de: 
yet there was a living promiſe : a 
what though Sarah's womb « 
barren, yet the promiſe was fruit 
He knew his own deadneſfs and | 
barrenneſs ; but he ſtood not I 
there. As Abraham therefore, 
we-may ſce our fins, and confiderd 


I! 
% 


"AY 


— 


drawn unto Chriſt. 4.9 


| — - : 

F [many weakneſſes; but muſt not ſo 
Ko ſettle upon them » or conſider of 
them as to be hindered by them from 
ih coming to-God for mercie, which he 

» Tfreely offers us, and we ſtand in need 
" Jo: tor, while the ſou] of a man is 
| daily plodding upon his own miſerie 
| and diſtempercd life, theſe two things 
follow. 
Firſt, we ſtop the ſtream of God's 
| promiſe,and let down the fluce againſt 
T it, ſo that the promiſe cannot enter 
Into Us, 

And ſecondly, we ſet open the 
ſtream and floud-gate of corruption, 
and make it to run moſt violently 
down, and to floud in uponus; and 
in the end to over-whelm us. Now 
the inconvenience ariſing hereby is 
enough to flay the beſt Chriſtian in 
| the world ; for what can a man get 
out of his corruption ? he can have 
no more thereof than is to be had ; 
and it is in vain to look for com- 
fort where it is not to be had : all this 
and the leaſt of all this may diſheart- 
en us, but will never encourage us, 
2] orput heart into us, See the humilitie 
; JP 9 and 
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and wiſdom of the woman of Cu 
naan ; the follows Chriſt; but bJ#0. 
liſtens not to her, but gives her aſaſf'© 
foil , and calls her Pop ; and faint” 

ou Gentiles are Dogs; and thi 2? 
Goſpel of Grace and Salvation Þ*> 
the Childrcns bread, Now if {(@ 
had onely conſidered the words (fc 
Chrift, and onely looked into her {FP 
and her own baſeneſs , ſhe hl 
never come to have received eith-* 
mercie or comfort from him, Bu 
ſhe ſaith, Truth Lord, 1 am a Dy ſe 
yet the Dogs eat of the crumbs thij0 
fall from their Maſters Table. Thip © 
was her ſure reſolution: where ? 
there are two things which expre hr 
and-ſet forth the frame of a gracio® 
heart; a heart that is truly wiſe FE. 
attend to its own baſeneſs will 2 
faith: and that is, her hym/ity ani n 
wiſdom: as if ſhe had ſaid, Tha! F 
ſfayeſt I am a Gentile, and a Dog 
I confeſs it: there's her humilitic 
Yet though I am a Dog, I will not g 
out of doors, but lie under the Tabl 
for mercie: there's her wifdom i 
And thus the, and ſo we muſt, and 
ſhculd} 


". 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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- aid) floud in upon u , and we ſee our 
{ſklves quite Joſt, and damned in our 
joins, we muſt then ſay, In truth, Lord, 
f am as bad as thy Word can make 
nÞ0e, yet let me _not flie from mercie, 
Hut lie at the feet of my Saviour"s 
I; F1iercie,” till he look upon me as once 
" {$pon Peter ; Luke 22,61. 
bf It is fit, and we ought to ſee our 
$05; but ſtay we muſt not too Tong 
ppere - ſee them we muſt , but not 
D,tn on them, fo as to ſhackle us 
om coming to Chriſt, I have ſaid 
Tj and will ay it, That that fight of 
which doth nor drive a man to 
hriſt for mercie, is ever ſinful; La- 
ur therefore to ſce thy ſins, and that 
us, 


ere 
pre 
CIO 
ſe tt 


Fil preſent them ſuch as they be; 
[ho | , 
Dr $4 look not off till thou haſt ſeen 

4 | 
4 m (o. 

JSccondly, fo ſee them, as that by 
El a holy gaze at them, thou maylt 
an Utter inſufficiencic in thy ſelf to 


| bhe for them, 
C3 Third- 


ang 
culd 
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Chbould when our corruptions ( as I 
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with £1rſt, ſee thy ſins in the Royal Law, How ro {es 
In the right Glaſs; a Glaſs that finaright. 


th. 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 
Thirdly , and ſo fee them, thy ; 
thou maiſt by that ſight behold af 
abſolute neceſſitie of Chriſt to ſufy 
cour thee, and then away ſpeediſſy 
to him that can onely help thee, ay, 
dwell no longer on thy fims , þ 
go to the throne of grace, whereſ 
plenriful redemption , whence iflj, 
out pardons in abundance to rem t 
that gvilt that fin hath brought uj;+ 
on thy ſoul; and where 1s palg7] 
enough ro enable thee to be mg 
than conquerour over thy corruptiQþ 
Briefly every ſoul ſhould ſay thifgi 
It is true, Lord, my fins are maſt 
and great, for I have departed fiffyy: 
Lace, the Fountain of bliſs : But iÞT] 
Igo on, and ſo further from tij 
and perlift in evil ? God forbid.. fe, 
this while I ſpeak to broken-hearlf yy; 
Chriſtian? You profane ones, fed, 
have your portion already, andlF Fe 
have ,more of it in Hell hercalif wy 
therefore for a while ſtand you} / 
and let the children come to Mii 
bread. [an 
Tai 66.2, The Lord looks to bim that is if fto 
ogened.. humble and contrite heart , and 
6b | qrem 


bt "SO 


drawn unto C hriſt, 


-—-trembles before him. A poor creature 
cannot but obſerve 'every word of 
d God, and tremble at every truth. 
lu Whoſe meditation is ſuch as this? 
<differe is ſalvation indeed, but it is not 
» Wmine ; here is mercie, but I have no 
» Winart in fo great mercie, and thus he 
Kr#ſhakes at every apprehenſion of every 
if word of God, concluding certainly 
MM that he ſhall never enjoy any part of 
It Wit, But mark what the Text faith, 
POF The Lord looks at ſuch a trembling ſol ; 
Mthat is, he cafts ſweet intimations of 
PUB his goodneſs and love into him, and 
thu faith, Thou poor trembling ſinner, to 
 Mifthee be it. ſpoken, I have an'eye to- 
diffwards thee in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
it , Therefore he —_ faith, 
1th Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, xr; 155 
a... OH 'y fo Teruſalem, = 6% 
cal unto ber, that her warfare is accompliſh= 
S, fied, and ber iniquity is pardoned : tell. 
ad lh Feruſalem fhe is accepted, tell her what 
calf my minde is, | 
you} And here he goes on,and faith to his 
o Miniſter, Speak to the heart of ſuch 

[an humbled Penitential, and tell him 
i 9Þ from:ME, nay tell him from Hea- 
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ven, and tell him from the Lord. Jely 
Chriſt, and from under the hand 
the Spirit, that his perſon is accepted, 
and his fins are all of them done |, 
way, and he himfelt ſhined upon in 2, 
great Mercie. 
Here Ephraim is the picture off ; 
'oul truly humbled , in whoſe be lo 
haviour we may ſee the behaviour of 
true penitent toward God, and G od) 
dealing towards him. The Text ſaith 
Jer.11.18, Surely T bave beard Ephraim Lemoan 
19:29% 7ng bimſelf (there's the heart veg 
and-thirſty) thou haſt chaſtiſed me, anl 
I was chaſtiſed ; turn thou me , " on 
I ſhall be turned . thou art the Lord m 
God, Surely after th. at I was turned, 
I repented, and after that I was A " 
ftruffed, I ſmote upon my thigh, .T walk y, 
afpamed , yea even confountled , beÞ 1 
cauſe I did bear the reproach of mil © 
youth, Thus the finner,as if he ſhould th, 
have ſaid, I am the wretch that har the 
{cen all the means of frac? in abuny} ey; 
dant meaſure, and yet never profital jet 
under the hand of any. The Lov fee 
hath corre&ed me, but I would not iff ty 
| ca=med 3 and be inftruced me, y ny 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


would not learn, Lord turn me. Thou 
Tart my God, I have nothing in my 


ſelf ; Nay, now 1I ſee the evils which 
before I never perceived; And I ob- 
ſerve the baſeneſs of my courſe, 
which before I confidered not. Now 
I am aſhamed of my abuſe of grace 


ſo plainly revealed : I am even now 


confounded with the ſenſe of thoſe 
abominations my ſoul did formerly 
take pleaſure in, This may be con- 
ceived to be the mourning of a poor 
much-broken finner. And now mark 
God's anſwer; Ephraim is my Son, 
be is a pleaſant Childe for ſince I ſpake 
againſt bim TI do earneſtly remember 
bim ſtill, therefore my bowels are 
troubled for him , I will ſurely have 
mercy #pen htm, As much as to ſay, 
| obſerved all thoſe ſecret fighs , 1 
conſidered all thoſe tears, 1 heard all 
thoſe prayers, and took notice of all 
thoſe complaints, and my bowels 
even yearn towards this poor de- 
jected finner, an humble foul that 
ſeeks to me for mercie. The 
truth is, I will embrace him with 
my. loving kindneſs. This for-:!-: 
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"The dan- 
ger of 
judging 
our (elyes 
:3ſhly. 


firſt means of help. 
Now, the ſecond means of Cureiz 
this, Take heed of judging thy eſtate | 
by carnal Reaſon without the Rule, 
which is commonly the faſhion and| 
fault of poor diſtreſſed ſpirits, wh| 
paſs fearful ſentence againſt them-ſ 
{elves upon groundleſs Arguments, 


and fay, 1 never found it. I feel no 


ſich thing, and I fear it is not fo 
But in this we hear but carnal 
pleas, coming out of Satan's forge 
and by his help, from our felve 
againſt our ſelves, for we judge 0 
ſelves by them. But Iay , Takg. 
heed of this wile of Satan's, and 
make conſcience of this as much « 
of any 'other fault., as much as 
ſwearing, ſtealing, whoring, or mur. 
der; for this is as truly a fin a 
thoſe, though not ſo great ; yet a fa 
greater ſin than you imagine} 
Conſider this thou humble-heartet 
Chriſtian, for to thee I ſpeak, There 
fore when upon theſe grounds thoi 
concludeſt that thy caſe and eſtate! 


- naught; ſee and conſider againſt hol 


many Commandments thou offend 


—— 
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| &t, Firſt, thou diſhonoureſt God, 
8 and the work of his grace, by deny. - 
ing that which God hath done for 
thee z alſo, and ſpeakeſt wnreverently. 
| againſt him ; beſides, thouart a mur= 
| derer, for that thou woundeſt thine 
.þ ownfoul. Further, thou robbeſt thy 
ſelf of much comfort, and fo art a 
| thief ; and thou begreſt falſe witneſs 
| againſt thy ſelf, yea, againſt Chriſt, 
and the Spirit of Chriſt, and the work 
of grace already wrought in thee. 
# Allo, thou joineſt with the Devil 
ou} againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Are. 
theſe no ſins? - 
But thou wilt ſay, I ſpeak as I 
f think. Yet that hinders not, but - 
# that thou beareſt falſe witneſs. As 
4 we ſee, if a man affirm ſuch a one is 
aDrunkard, and knows it not, this 
man bears falſe witneſs, becauſe 
| though the man be indeed a Drunk-- 
ard, yet it is more than he knows. 
So thou faieſt , that thou haſt no- 
thing, when | thou doeſt but onely 
fear it, and ſuſpe& it, and doeſt 
not feel it, I ſpeak rhis the rather, 
becauſe of the ſinful. diflemper that: 
| creeps - 


creeps in upon the hearts of many 
broken-hearted Chriſtians; and ſo a; 
that out of a ſelf-willd road of car. 
nal reaſon, and a vile haunt that they 
have gotten, their hearts are perſwa. 
ded that they do well to do ſo, and 
that they can never be well, except 
they do ſo, 

But they that are ſuch (mark what 
I ſay) when reaſon is plain againſt 


them, and plain Scripture evidence-ſ 


eth the 'coiitrary, do not ſo much 
attend what the Miniſter ſaith, as 
_ they ffand and invent how they may 

anſwer the Miniſter: and (ſo) put 
away their own mercle. Theiefor 
let the fear of God fall upon every 
poor ſoul that hearcth this; and-let 


im know, that howſoever he hath} 
taken or given leave to himſelf, or} 


taken up the waſters, by taking uy 


pleas againſt the truth: ye: now hef 


1s to chanve the courſe, to go alide, 


and to mourn apart for his mifpri- | 
fion © alſo to wonder that the Lord 
hath not, all this while, taken away | 


all the comforts of his grace, and 


all the motions of his Spirit from him. | 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


The Prophet David prays the Lord 


to turn away his eyes from beholding Pſal.119; 


vanity, Now it God muſt do that 37: 
that is, turn away our eyes, that they 
ſee not; much more muſt he turn 
away our hearts that they attend not 


<ptÞ on lying vanities. We muſt attend: 
God and the voice of his Spirit ; 
| but to liſten to carnal pleas (which 


we have no warrant to do) is to fin 


-| deeply, and to hurt our own ſoul both: 


deeply and dangeroufly . - No man: 
would deal with a Cheater. Carnal 
Reaſon is a Cheater , therefore we 
ſhould not heed it , unleſs we 
would reſolve to be: cozened, And 
now if the danger of the ſin cannot 
make us to do this; let the ſorrow 


| that will come of it conſtrain us. 
| The Prophet faith, Behold, all you lai.5042; 
' that kindle a fire, and that compaſs 

| your ſelves about with the ſparkJes 


that ye have kindled, 1his ſpall you 


| have at my hand, ye ſhall lie down in 
| ſorrow , Theſe are the Prophet's 


words , nay , God's by him. And 
now I will tell you what is meant 


| by farkles, and what by fire, In the 
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old Law ( as ſome of you know] ay 
there was heavenly fire kept conti aa 
nually upon the Altar of the Sana Gr: 
ary, (which ſhadowed out the will r 


' and wiſdom of God in his Word,)j ; 


and there was alſo ſtrange fire, thaf Go 
is, divers ſparkles of mens ow? ima wit 
Sinations and conceits, Concern.| wa 
ing this, every poor creature carrie] [y, 
his Tinder-box about him, and 
ever kindling of it. But ſuch a fir 
much provoked God once, and { 
doth ſtill. So faith the Text; in 
which are two things. Firſt, that th: 
heart of man will naturally invent 
carnal Reaſons and pleas againſt it 
ſelf, and beſctled upon them as upon 
the dregs of a veſſel that is at the bot 
tom. Secondly, that the iflue that fol. 
loweth is fearful : For it is ſaid, . Thi 
ſhall ye have of mine hand, ye ſhall li 
down in your own forrow. Non th 
then, when the Scriptures are clear g: 
and reaſons upon it evident, yet youl fc 
will have your own devices and} 

ways; Thus much I muſt tell youft m 
Tou ſhall lie down in ſorrow at laſkf t] 
and you may thank your ſelves for it y 
Away} 


m— 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


wm} Away then with your Tinder-boxes, 
ti-f abaſe your ſelves before the throne of 
aud Grace, and be at laſt wiſe to falvation 
will fo nigh. 


? 


d,)l Ho, every one that thirfteth (faith 


hath God by his Prophet) come and buy 


Ma- 
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without money, take of the well of the 

water of life, and live for ever free= 

ly, Many a poor Miniſter, while he 

preached the good Word of God, 

would fain leave his commoditie be- 

hinde him, while he faith, Youmuſt 

have it ; and you ſhall have it; itis 

your portion, and belongs of right 

unto you. Thus we are fain even to 
force God's favours upon you, Here- 

upon we beſeech you to believe, and 
we entreat you for the Lord Jeſus 
fake to receive mercie, and to humble 
your hearts. 

Thus we deal with you in fa- 
therly terms, But will you take fo. 
great and ſo good a commuoditic 
from us ? 

No, Beloved; many ſweet pro 
miſes, and many admirable precious 
things of grace and ſalvation are re- 
vealed, but men are negligent to he 

or 


i. 


_ 


The poor douitiny C britian, © 


for themſelves ; in this caſe, our mar.Þ!! 
kets ſtand upon our ſelves; we pakf}'! 
not to lay out any thing here to be. 
nefit: ſome carnal plea or othe"P* 
marrs all. This argues plainly theſMi 
ſma]l eſtimation that we have off" 
Chriſt, But the poor hungry ſinner, da 
one that is apprehenſive of his ownþ1© 
weakneſs and feebleneſs, longs til the 
the Feaſt=4ay cometh, that he may aff 
partake of theſe and ſuch delicate! 
O how carefully doth he liſten, and! 
how diligently doth he attend wha" 
the Miniſter ſaith ? and if the Word 
come home to his conſcience , ene 
lightning his heart , and reproving us| 
him of his ways ; then he cries out!" 
O, I am in great trouble ; goodj®"! 
Lord comfort me; I am full fv 
doubts , good Lord reſolve me; jf® 
am ignorant in ſpiritual things I" 
good Lord teach me. I have a'proud 
{tout , ſtubborn heart; good Lord Va 
humble m2. He was never better} 
than now. Therefore take this fo 0 
a general Rule ; That a good heart! lec 
never better at eaſe than when thÞ** 
Word works moſt, and moſt biting-}** 


l 


—— 


—— 


drawn unto Chriſt 
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"' 


xar.$\y. Contrarily , a wicked graceleſs 


pagperton 15 never better than when the 
be. Word works leaſt, or never a whit 
theupon him. But when he thinks the 
the(Miniſtzr will come cloſe to his fore 
e offjand ſou], he will not be at home that 
nerſ day - he will be ſtare to be out of the 
wok [own, or not in place, He knows 
tithe Word would awaken him, and 
nay affright him, and he cannot bear the 
1teplow, therefore he keeps away, and 
and} ſhuns the hearing of the Word when 
bait ſhould work to his reformation any 


ord Way» 


en-4 And now , for a third Help , let 4, Help; ' 


vine marvellouſly waric and watch- 
out, ful that we enter not into the liſts of 
oodfany diſpute with Satan, upon points 
| which are beyond the reach of man 
-, jos &1us to ſay, I am not eleted, 
195, therefore God will not look upon 
wage to do me any good. Or, itis a 
ordÞvain thing for me to uſe the means of 
tte} mereie, my time of mercie being our. 
GO the days of grace that I have 
t ſeen, when the Lord knocked ſweetly 
thejat my heart, and was pleaſed to 
no- r:veal my tins unto me at ſuch a 
11 | time, 
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time : but then (hard-hearted wretc 
that I was) I ſhut the door upon 
him, and now he is gone and paſt; 
and now there is no hope for the viſi 
of grace, or that Chriſt ſhould return 


again to ſhew me any mercie. It th 


Devil can have thee here, all thy com: 


fort is gone ; for upon this ground a| 
man ſhall never receive reſt to his ſoul 
come what days will. And how can 


he? For if he cannot judge of, 
know comfort, how ſhall I the Mini- 
ſter be able to give, or he (the Heare) 
to take It, 

And here look as it is with 
poor travelling man, one that fal- 
leth among Thieves, who come and 
promiſe to carrie him a nearer way, 
but bring him into a Wood whithe: 
no paſſengers come, and there the 
do what they will unto him : 4 it i 


with a poor ſoul, when the Devil 
gets him into theſe unwarranted dil-} 


putes, as it were, large Wilderneſſesd 
God's eternal counſel, where are no 
paſſengers, .and therefore he cannot 
but be void of helps and ſaccour, 
andſo, as that: Satan may now ny 

| cil 


i. i lt. A—— —_— —— —c 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


ce his full pleaſure, and whole ma- 


| lice by terrifying his poor deſolate 


ſou. To avoid which ſtreight,obſerve 
theſe three Rules, 

Firſt, let the ſoul in this caſe bear 
upon the Almightineſs of the power 


of God, that aſſurance cannot but 
ſtay thee ({lipping) from falling. And 
here remember that God can do 
more than thou canfſt think. He is 
able, and doth thee good, though thou 


4 know it not. And further, conſider” 
that the ſoul cannot doubt of God's | 


will, but with that very doubt makes 
ſome queſtion of his power, This for 
the firſt Rule. | 

Far the ſecond, and ſecondly, it 


| bids check to thine own heart for. 


medling with God's fecret, and for 


prying ſo into his Cloſet of hidden 


Counſels. For no man ſhould go 


| beyond his bounds; and it apper- 


tains not to thee to look into this 


| of God , who ſaid to Abraham , JT Gen17:1: 
| am God All-ſuffcient , For if thou 
| be perſwaded of the All-ſufficencie 


Ark of matters ſealed up. Secret Dey29.9 


things belong to God , but revealed 


things 
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——_— 


thine 'e belong to us, And who bath} —- 
1 Cor.1.23 bop the minde of God , faith Panl, poin 
a Mark this, you that wiilbe climbing that 
up the Ladder cf God's eternal Pre. and. 
deſtination, and go'ng up into the kno\ 
Skiee, to know what "God's ſecre [9 A 
minde is. Keep your ſtations wiſely; inc 

for neither the Devil, nor all the De- 

vils in Hell, ever knew the minde of 

the Lord. W hen Fonab cri:d againſt 
Nineveh, faying, Within fourty days 

all you, that is, all you Drunkards, 

and Adulterers, and Murderers, and 

others, ſhall be deſtroyed ; Mark 

here how the King reſolves : his 
words are, Who can tell if the Lord 
Jona.4.19 Wil! repent, ana ſtay bis fierce wrath, 
that we periſh not ® Therefore when 
the Devil tells thee thus much, and 
ſaith, God hath appointed a way to 
falvation , and you have had the 
mans, and did not profit by them, 
therefore God will never ſhew you 
mercie, nor give you. grace, Thus 

the Devil. But how can he tell that ? 
Surely all the Devils in Hell cannot 
tell it ; Say with thy ſelf; Let me walk 
in, that courſe which God hath ap- 
pointed 


| 
! 
| 
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} 


pointed and commanded, and do 
that which I ought; then I may ſay, 

and with comfort fay it; Who 

knows but God may break the hearc 
of a proud, rebellious', contrarying 
fnner, fuch as mine is, and ſuch as I 
am? None verily but God knows. 
whether, or no, The third and laſt 
a [Rule follows. 

Thirdly, therefore, meaſure not the 3. 
riches of God's love, and the ſweet- 
nefs of his ſaving grace according to 
your own conceits ; nor do you think 
that becauſe you cannot conceive it, 
herefore God will not do- it, for 
[aiah ſaith, Let the wicked forſake bis If3i 55.7. 
1y ,, and the unrighteow man bis "7" 
boughts , that is , All you wicked 

nes, and yor..that have lived lewdly 
eturn from your wicked ways, and 
ain thoughts, and he will abundant- 
j{hew mercie. 

But will the Lord pardon all my fins, Objed, 
ath the doubting ſoul? I cannot think, 
t; If Tmy ſelf were a god, I ſhould ne- 
er paſs by ſuch intolerable things as 
ave been done by me. 
 ButT anſwer ; Becauſe you cannot, 4», 
you 


—- _ 


—— 


on 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


Object. 


Anſw. 


ſhall never get aſſurance of God's, h 
vour, or hope of his love. But ya 


' ver the like were done : He doth gi 


you.think God cannot, or will nat] - 
Yes, ſaith the Lord, I can abundant ir 
ly pardon: for my thoughts are ng l 
your thoughts, nor my ways as yau 4 
ways. A poor creature thinks hi Th 


fins are unpardonable, and that he 
| Wo 


are men, faith the Lord, and have oink 
nite thoughts ; butI am a God, andi C p 
mercies infinite, when you think I ml 


b mer 
have no mercic. 


But were ever any ſuch receivedt by : 
mercie asI, faith the drooping ſou mf. 
and therefore why ſhould I be th, : 
onely man ? o- 

To this 1 ſay: when Chriſt I x my 


wrought many ſtrange miracles, t o 
people ſaid there were never a wh | 
ſuch things done in Iſrae. And they 0 
fore it is plain and not to be doul , 
ed, that God can do things thatiſj; © 
Ind; 
things paſt finding out, and wonin p p* 
without number, ſaith Fob: and they mY 
fore judge not either God's power! 2 
love by the ſcantling. 4 


The beſt Chriftians are moſt ſul that 
h £101 £0 4 


4 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 69 


1] tious of themſelves, and none fuller 
if of doubts and fears than thoſe that 
M have leaſt cauſe to fear or doubt that 
ki their eſtates are broken and bad. 
n Therefore Satan makes it his chief 
c work to grieve or terrifte ſuch. Beſides, 
] their own diftruſtful hearts are always 
| readie to Join ifſue with his falſe re- 
i; ports againſt them, railing falſe ſur- 
miſes againſt themſelves, and putting 
mercie from them;as if they werehired 
4,4 by the Devil to take his part in plead- 
i 0g againft their own ſure ſalvation, 
, Therefore it 1s worth the time to 
 Fhear what David faith, P/al.42, The Pſal.42.8, - | 
Lord ſhall command his loving kind= | 
"Jeſs in the morning. It is a phraſe 
> Fraken from Princes and great men, 
's whoſe words are a Law of Com- 
"mand. For ſo God will ſend forth, 
Jas by a Commandment, his loving 
"kindneſs ro a truly humble Chriſtian. 
9 JAs if it ſhould be ſaid; Go Jove 
r: land cverlaſting mercy, take thy Com- 
[miſſion ; and I charge thee go to that 
poor broken-hearted ſinner, go to 
6 that poor, hungrie and thirſtie ſoul ; 
$29 and proſper, and prevail., and 
| ſtamp 


Ou 


70 
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Object, 


Anſw, 


ſtamp my love upon his heart, anff] car 
there teiftand whether he will th: 
no. Thus the Lord charges his lovin uot! 
kindneſs to do good to poor finnen[] co 
and by his own Almightineſs bearsy fnnc 
theſoul, when it is ready to ſink . door 
der the "weighty burden of its manj A 
tranſgreſſions, ings, 
But what ? Shall 1 have mere! (asf 
No, no, (faith the doubting heart||iron 
Will the Lord Jeſus accept me? Nfort; 
ſurely. Could. I pray ſo, and-f rreſe 
and had | the fe and theſe Far ant ſoul; 
could I perform duries after thisanſhjs 1c 
this manner, then there were ſonia Cc 
hope, but all is contrary, and therifto {a 
ſave wo and. alas, there is no merdopen 
for me. [nne1 
But to anſwer this alſo, 6 et me tethat | 


| thee, who ever thou art, that Godi doub 


vites thee in particular, as by nan{done, 
and that all the ſweetneſs in Chi broks 
and in his precious promiſes appiſit wi 
tains to thy poor ſoul, and thoukfand y 
as great an intereſt in them as aſfll it 
ſervant of God in the world whatlh #] 
ever. apoſ 
No, no, faith the tremb ing ſo JL 


. pO ———_—_—— —— 
- 


drawn unto Chrift, - 


1] cannot believe that ſuch a wretch as. 
o([,thall, or-can go to Heaven, Tt can= 
nJnot be. Heaven ſhall rather fall, than 
ny come there. Thus the diſcouraged 
wfancr knocks oft mercie, and ſhuts the 
4door againſt himſelf. 
nt And now, whenall carnal reaſon- 

Jings, and high ſoaring imaginations, 
KI(as Paul calls them) have raiſed up 
tyrong Holds againft mercie and com- 
Nfort; when the Word cannot for the 
rreſent ſetle peace in the unquiet 
mffon!; God is made at laſt to command 
aFhis loving Kindneſs, and ſend it with 
Ma Commiſlion from Heaven, and 
FIto ſay unto it, I charge you break 
'Mopen the doors of ſuch a reluftant 

mner, rend off that veil of ignorance 

that is before his eyes: ſilence all his 
doubts and fears : And when this is 
mdone, I charge yeu go home to that 
broken ſoul, and to chear and refreſh 
Mit with t e ſenſe of my ſweet: favour ; 
Wand with the aſſurance of my love to 
ahll it, 
th While we were Enemies, (faith the Row.;.%, 
- [apoſtle) Chriſt died for us, And here 
Witte Lo:d ſends from Heaven to a poor 

3 D mt- 


The poor donbting Chriſtian, 


miſerable creature, and faith, Com. 
mend my love, commend my merci if e 
to ſuch a diſtreſſed Soul, and tell! 
Though it hath been an Enemiet 
me, yet I ama Friend to it. Telli 
Though it hath been a Traitourt 


| mat 


' . me, I have been a good King toi _. 


before you come back, So muchk 


Help 4. 


_ evidence of the Word. If thou ,, 
tobe approved, let the Word of Gif 


And tell it, that though it hath be ©* 
a Rebcll to me, I have yet beenall. 
ving God to it. Tell the man (whdq ,; . 
heart that is) that his ſins are parda 
ed, his perſon accepted, and thathi 
ſoul ſhall be faved, Tell him his fig 
and groans arg not loft, and that hi 
prayers are heard in Heaven. Let hi 
know that the Lord Jeſus died for fi 
ners when they were finners. Mall 


all this good to his Soul, I charge 


the third Help. 

The fourth Cure is this. And} j;c 
is ſpecially to be obſerved by] 
Chriſtian above all, in his proceeding 
with himſelf, in Bar of «Judgement 
and that is, Paſs no haſty Senten- 
againſt thy ſelf, but according totlif 


p—_— ——— 


drawn unto Chrift, _ 73 ; 


{ do it : and let the ſame word examine 
ey thee, if thou comeſt to be examined, 
Il; If this Word fpeak for thee, no 
4 matter, though all Men and Angel; 
| ſpeak againſt thee; and if it con- 
demn thee , no matter who ſpeaks 
| for thee ; By it, thou riſeſt or falleſt 
7 to thine own Maſter. What though 
ſome wrangling fellow ſtep in, and 
1 will be determining Cauſes before 
1 the Judge come; Shall his word 
4 ſand? No: therefore a wiſe man 
| will ſtay till the Judge. himſelf do. 
70 come, and wait upon the Judgement 
.j of his mouth, Deal thou no other- 
wie with thine own Soul; put not 
the caſe: to be tried by. a companie of 
J pieviſh carnal Reaſons, but ſtay till 
"the Word (which is the Judge ) 
] come; and judge thy ſelf by that, 
| and hold to-that for thy life, and the 
| life of thy Soul. - The light # that Eohe! 4.12 | 
which manifeſteth all thmgs, faith the "2:Þ8 
1 Apoſtle, His meaning is, The light 
4 of the Word, and the evidence of 
F God's truthz. manifeſted to the ſouls 
| of . God's people; Theſe pr perly 
| are'the Judge : the other are bur 
D 2 wrang« 


74. ": x mY pour dombting Chriſtian, 


— 


weangliog (eh not to be adm 


upon carnal matter, are like 


Mit.11.29 


miſt faith, I will inquire wh 


nct hearken what carnal Reafo 
fay ; I will hear what God 


2 deluder. 


''; and that precious grace, 


And here ſenſe and” feeling grounded 


finde reſt to your ſouls : And the Pfal. 


— 


Itted, 


fogy 


and miſts which make a man in ca 
that he cannot ſee his way : but up.| 
on clearing up his ſtate and cendition 
is open before him: and then it i; 
manifeſt what it is. Learn of my, 
( faith our Saviour) and you ſhil 


at the 


Lorp will ſay. So fay thou; 1 will 


n Will 


ſaith, 


The want of this-is cauſe why we 
have ſo many diſtrattions and dif. 
quiet, and why we are fti]l in cur 
doubtings; even becauſe he that 
teacheth, and can perſwade with us 


And hereof it is, that the poor 
foul faith, What ? Shall I have an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt >? Shall 1 have title to 
the promiſes? Nay, this belongs to 
thoſe that are broken-hearted, Indeed 
+' Thad ſuch power . againſt corruptis 
<1, Nich heavenly mindedne(s, and 
there 


were 


)Is 


i 


L tn 


drawn unto C briſt, 


weakneſs, and many times led captive 
gl by ſuch a rebellious heart, that it is too 


F-| nay, I fear 1fnever ſhall have it truly 
on | wrought in my ſoul, | 
s This you ſay, poor ſoul : but who 


alf that Religion? 1 am ſyre you ne- 
Iver learned it of Chriſt. For who, 
befor what word tells you, if I have ſuch 
lJa load of corruptions, I ſhall never 
Ill} have grace? not the Word of Chriſt, 
hJlam ſure; wherefore I charge you 
yeſthold to the truth of the Word: 
if. FLearn of me , faith Chrit, and rut 
ur Jnot your cauſe to be decided Dy Car- 
at Jnal Reaſon ; neither regard what i: 
is Itelleth you : for if you take that 6731 
Jand tarn not back, you can n:v-! 
Xr [come to Chriſt, no way to him ti +: 
i- [Way, Learn of the' Lord Chrilt , 
Oo [( for his Word is faithful , and his 
'o [Promiſe ſure) and there you ſhall 
d [finde a Tower of reſt as ftrong as 
(8 Sion , It is that Word 

whereby we ſhall be judged at 
e [the laſt great Day, when ſenſe and 


were ſome hope ; but 1 am ſofull of * 


{e} apparent I never had faving grace : 


| told you ſo? and where learned you 


c D 3 feeling. 


\ 


Rule nr, 


feeling ſhall be caſt over the Bar fo 
Deceivers, and never come into Counf 


3 ROY 


The poor doubting Chriftian, 


again, And thus much of the fow 


Cures ; it refts that I now propoun(]; 


four Rules, by which a man ma 


know how to order himſelf, and ſo ty. 


walk, that he may keep a ſtrait courk 
by the Word, and not turn afideto 
one hand or other from that Guideo| 


his way. And thus walking he maj] 


get into his hands the Evidences that 
can aſſure him of a reſt perpetua], and 
eſtabliſh his minde with perfeCt peace 
For they. work none iniquitie that 
walk in this way. 


Reles to dirett a Chriſtian bow t» uſe th] . 


Word of God for bis Evidence, or a+ 
ſurance with peace, 


The firſt of theſe Rules teacheth to 
uſe the Word of God aright : fora 
thou muſt in all things that con- 
cern thy ſoul repair to. the Word; 


ſo thou muſt conſider thine own 


uprightneſs by it, and ſee what 
work is in thy ſoul that is able to 
anſwer the Word, and to teſtific ow 

4 tilt 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


pp———_—_ 


the work of grace is there, And 
here be ſure to take thy Soul at the 
ttheſt: do not always pore upon the 
"i worſt that is in it, nor upon thy fail- 
nit;nzs, nor that that can. onely accuſe 


Of that may juſtly ſpeak for thee, negleG& 
rel not that. It is an injuſtice for any 
0] Court to hear one fide, and not ano- 
all ther. The Scripture isa Text of Ju- 
1 ftice, and the Lord doth not lie at 
"al catch with his Children , but takes 
Ml them at the beft : as Rom.4.22, itis 
= therefore ſaid of that, Abraham be. 
al lieved the promiſe, and it was imputed 
to bim for righteonſncſs, Indeed, as in 


the 12, of Gen, he had ſome doubt-. 
ings ; but God took him at the belt : | 
MI and ſpeaks this I:is Faith. So Sarab per, :: 
B ſpoken of, as of a gracious Wo- Gen.18. 
man, and of a patern for women, by 12» 


. calling her Huzband Zord ; which 
was a fign of reverence to her Huſ- 
band, and an humble heart to the 
| Lord, and yet we read that ſhe de- 


Angel: the Lord: buries that', and 


Ul thee; but if there be any thing there 


| rided the Meſſage of the Load by the 


onely ſpeaks of that which was to 
D 4. her 


The poor doubring C briftian, 
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her commendation, and ſo took he — 
the C 
at her beſt too. Now as the Lon 
dealt with thefe, ſo ſhould we wit "= 
vur ſelves : whatſoever is found fix = 
cere and upright in uw, that ſhoul a#h 
we obſerve, as well as that whichj 
not ſo ; nay, that. rather and befor c 
the other, If a man ſhould have hj J' 
Cauſe handled in any Court of Juſlic|* 
after this faſhion; namely, tha % 
{ there ) ſhould onely be obſerve. 
what 15 tauiing in the Cauſe, and ne; 
ver that that makes for it ; the be 
Cauſe that 13 might go to ground: 
therefore the Court will hear all read: 
as every Bond or Bill that ſhall cone 1... 
in; and every matter of agreement; 


briefly, every thing : the crie w1 ll be £7 
Let all be read., Again, ſuppoſe a mal 


have a Bond or other Inſtrument in jad 
Court,and that the Lawyer only dota 
Open and read the failings 1 in it, and] py. 
that which ſcem: to make avainf the Þ wt 
parte: 1f the Judge onely hear that, Þ he 
how can ic but go againlt that {de?].y.. 
Therefore that partie ſaith, Gc od my 
Lord , hear all, Now when all 
read, Tthofedefetts are cor rected, ors ten 
ih! 


_ 


—— 


— 
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"et 


"been fo, if that Bond, or Deed, or 


. other Inſtrument had been read- to 
1 halves, not throughly, So when 
\þ menſhall bring in ſo many and main 
S Indictments againſt themſelves, and. 
jay, O what pride and ſtubborn-. 
y nzfs 3s in my heart! O how weak 
"m1, and dull, and dead, and back- 
ir mard to holy duties j O how. care- 
gi of enjoying communion with 
; 6d ! How negligent in ſifting and 

trying my own heart, in watching 
4,þ over my ſenſes, and mourning in ſe- 


cret for my daily failings! Though 


more (and theſe too much) no mar- 


| be true ; but art not thou troubled 
the greateſt grief that thy ſoul hath ? 


Tf my heart is vexed; and my ſoul gric- 


the cauſe goes well , Which had not 


this were ſo, yet If men will ſee no 


vel if they trouble their own houſe ; 
or if Satan by. their own words. 
Judge them. To ſuch an one there- 


fore I fay,. All that thou fayeſt may- 
with theſe failings ? and are they nor 
Yea, faith the poor Soul, 1 confeſs 
FF ved for them; and I] could be con- 


'] tent to be any thing that 1 could not. 
1 D 5; He. 


Rule 2, 


be ſo. Now hear on this fide, and 
take the beſt. For, as 1t 1s with a 


man's hand and the ſtaff, ſo it is here;| 


I compare the promiſe to a ſtaff ; you 
know the back of a man's hand can. 
not take hold of the ſtaff, but the 
palm of his hand can. So turn thay 
the right fide of thy foul to the pro. 
miſe, and then thou mayſt- take by 


it: but we-take not by it, becauſe 


we tnrn the back fide of our heart 
to the promiſe : and then the ſoul 
faith, O my ftubborneſs is great, 
and mine inabilities grievous, and 
corruptions many.. But this is the 
wrong fide ; which will ever hinder 


thee from taking hold of the pro 


miſe. But turn' to the right fide, 
and then ſay, My ſoul hates theſ 
and my foul is right weary of them, 
O this 1s the right fide ;. turn to that, 


and thou art well. This for the firk 


Rule. 


which now out of the Word thou 
haſt gotten te bear witneſs of the 
work 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


Now for the ſecond ; and ſecond. | 
ly, Labour to have thy Conſcience} 
ſetled and eſtabhſhed in that truth] 


"I IP 


—— 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


work of grace in thee. For if there 
be any want of the aſſurance of God's 
love, and if the evidence of the work 
of grace come not roundly in , but 
there be ſome guilt of fin ſtill remain- 
ing; Conſcience will make new ſtirs, 
and breed new, broils and continual- 
ly move and unquiet the heart: 
therefore as it is good to have our 
judgement informed by the Word, 
when we ſce thz good. that is in us; 
ſo it is meet we ſhould make Conſci- 
ence perſwaded of it, ſo as Conſcience 
may ſpzak for us, and all be made 
ſtrait. Otherwiſe, as the Debtour that 
is indebted to many Creditours, it he 
agree not with all, or with all fave 
one; that one may come upon him - 
as wel] as all the reſt :' ſo for the poor 
diftref{2d ſoal that lies at the mercie' 
of the Lord, and is ſo deepin arrear- 
ages tO the Law, that he cannot winde 
out ; if he labour not to ſtil] Conſci- 
- ence, and what is elſe againſt him, in 
every point as well as in ſome, it he 
leave one undiſcharged, that one may 
ſet his Conſcience againſt him, as well 
as an hundred, 

; The: 


$2 


as 


- Tbe poor doubting Chriſtian, 


The-want of this is the cauſe why. 


put in againſt us: onely becauſe Con- 

ſrience is not pacified, nor all quict- 
bo, 

ed, - And now take a poor {inner 


ions anſwered, come to him, and 


and Ovjetio'1s? 
And are they all anſwered ? Here he 


now any thing to ſay againſt that 
which hath been made known unto 
you ? No, not now. . | 
again, Did your Conſcience ſay to 


mark what he ſays: All the Books 
are croſt, and all ObjeQaions anſwer- 
ed, and yet Conſcience puts in a new 
plea, becauſe haply it was not fatiched 
ro the full, and in every parcel of ab- 
erration. 


and ſay, You are ſometimes captiva- 
cd by fin, are you not? Andare 


new Suits and new Bills are daily 


that hath all his Doubts and Odje.. 


fay, Are all theſe all your Doubts 
He will fay, Yea. 


will ſay, Yea, too, And have you . 


But ſay to him” Þ: 
you, It isa fin to ſay you have no 
orace ? Here he demurs,. and ftops, 


and fays, No; I dare not fay fo, but 1. 
rather ſay the contrary. And now 


And. now come to him again, 


you. - 


{1: {c 
enſe at 
ill bg 
ers th 
ad a 
nd th 
tit, 


drawn unto Chriſt, . 


xou Willing to be at God's free diſc- 
oſe, and that he ſhould pluck away: 
[l your corruptions, as it were 'ſhac-- 
le, from you, are you not ? 
0, ſaith thz poor ſinner, I muſt; 
zeds yield to that, Then I affirm 
d thy Sou), that this is a- work of: 
ve grace .. Here ( therefore )' let 
ſcience be fully fatisfed. But. 
ow ſatisfied ?\; Thus: Cancell all 
Ekaccuſations, and this will cut all 
ores, and clear the heart, ſcattering | 
Il clouds that miſt ic. This will 
Fiſt out all cavils. and all new Bills 
faint us: Por, if car Conſciences 
mdemn -& 70t ,- then we bave bolds. 
eſs towards God, We muſt then 
op the month of Conſcience ; that 
, be convinced, and agree, that it 
4 fin to ſay, God bath not wrought 
tis work of grace in the heart, when 
(1: ſo clear he hath. For thought 
ſe and feeling be (as it ſometimes 
Ml! be) gone, yet Conſcience remem- 
ers the day and year when th2 {inner 
ad a clear evidence of: God's love ; 
nd therefore ſaith, Lord thoa know= _ 
tit, and thou didft fay out of thy 
* Word: 
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Rule 3. 


Word at ſuch a time, that the heafdence 
of this poor ſoul was upright and ifnake 
ccre before thee. niet] 
And here it ſhould be with a 0.0 It.; ye 
ſinner, a* witha wiſe man, whenhſhearts 
would make his Lands ſure unto hinge a] 
and his poſteritie, by Evidences afthing: 
Writings ſealed : he is not contaſfiy, t 
re onely to have his Evidences Joppof 
his own keeping, but will have thaſthe W 
inrolled in Chancerie, ſuch a yea;, Ri 


and ſuch a day: that if he ſhould When ( 


his Deeds, he might be ſure wheretÞthird 
finde them. So it ſhould be with not 
diſtreſſed foul ; it ſhould not eniFexper 
be willing to have all objecionsFfiilled 
the contrary of it anſwered z butFreaſo 
ſhould further get them recorded} yet f 
the Court .of Conſcience, as in Chilf heart 
cerie; that when ſenſe and feel fill 1 
are loſt, yet it may readily go to tl pain- 
high Court of Conſcience, and th painſ 


finde the day and year when Gull it ket 


love was made ſure unto it. Thislf been 
the ſecond Rule. [dow 
For the third : Thirdly, we ſhouf think 
ſtrive, and that mightily, to have df (as d 
hearts over-powered with the «f Now 
en 


Fn _ 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


—_ 


ndence that Reaſon and Conſcience 
(make good unto us : that ſo we may 
quietly receive, and calmly welcome 
Mit yea, and yield and ſubje& our 
hearts to the truth of it. But here 
Iwe all ſtick :- and there are three 
Ithings in the ſoul of a man ; three, I 
ay, that abet all theſe quarrelsand 
Foppolttions againſt the evidence. of 
Fthe Word in that man. The firſt : for 
1. Reaſon objects. , 2. The lecond : 
Wthen Conſcience accuſeth. And the 
Fthird: 3. The will of man will 
not ſubmit, And here we finde by 


F experience, that when a man hath - - 


Flilled Conſcience , and filenced all 
Freaſons to the contrary of his peace ; 
Wyct fuch. is the Iron of a ftubborn 
heart, that nothing can bar it ; but 
IF ſtill it maintains, and will , ſome 
F 2ain-ſaying, and ſome new quarrels a-. 

2ainſt the-truth and it ſelf. Beſides, 
If it keeps on foot even that that hath 
ſ been Jong ago anſwered, and let 

down: - nay , that a man would 
| think had been buried in a deep grave. 
q (as deep as Hell) never to riſe again. 
f Now in this cafe it is with with a poot 
on ſinner 


| mp_——_ 


he poor doubting Chriſtian, © 


 —— 


ſinner, as with a man that hath a cone "© 
tentious adverſarie. Haply the cauſe 
that they two have in hand hathÞ'2* 
been tried in all Courts of Lay, Wo 
and at laſt comes to the Chancerie,| 
And there it is "concluded againſt the ſat! 


cavilling Adverſarie, as in the other (hot 


Courts ; there all matters areas well}P!” 
ſtated and ordered as a man would" 
wiſh, and as an honeſt man woul{ ſaid 
grant : Yet will not this man, that ſom 
ſo contentious, be ſo concluded, of” 
ſo yield, but will to the Law again con! 
with a back Suit, and theft; and upa neſs 
that old grudge, ſtake down all he Jud 
hath, and fell all to his ſhirt. Hi 
will he will have, whatever it cok rel 
him. Nor will he eive over, till tef% 
Judge doth come to take notice dfſ® 
im, and ſo to caſt out his Cauſe wit and 
himſe'f, whom therefore he commit ef 
to Priſon ,. and faith , Sirrah, theleF"* 
matters were (all of them, long ago) Fel 
anſwered, and will you trouble wÞ"" 
again , not. with new matters , but thy 
with old quarrel: ? I he | 
Taft ſo it 15 with the h art even Vit 
of. a. gracious man ſomerimes , and ba 
one 


—_— SO. th. 
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on one that is humbled in ſome miea- 
af{ſure; and could be content” to yield 
ak[t0 the commanding power of God's 
w, Word , and to the witneſs of his 
17 bon Conſcience - and therelore 
the ſaith, My condition 15 better than I 
her thought It was ; yet there is- an old. 
rel proud, ſelf-willd heart fti]l in me; 
Wl heart that will not be quieted nor 
alghaid unto ; but ſtill will be quarre)- 
t0.00e, and maintain he old excepti- 
of: For though all R:aſons are well 
atonfuted, and Conſcience bears wit- 
oof it is ſo; and the Miniſters, as the 
| þ$jud.es under Chriſt, caſts out the 
pmICauſe: yet (obſerve it) the poor di- 
coffitreſſ=d finner will keep the old road 
{of objetiug againſt himſelf: And 
. offitouzh he hath been anſwered fully, 
U1th and to every point, nt many hours 
ni{{fore ; yet he keeps old matters til 
\e{Þclh, and out of the Salt, till they 
ogField a ſoul ſcent to all that come 
 whvithin the hearin2 of them. And 
but thu, even when a man would think 

Ib: ſhou}4 not dare to come in Court 
vel with ſuch old caſhiered ſtuff; yet 
\ndfibat proud ſelf-will'd heart will be 
doing 


ON? 


—_— 
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doing ſtill, nor will yield or giv — 
over. Have we not juft cauſe tha for] 
to labour our hearts fo far as to gf! 
them over-powered with the autho ſt 
ritle of the truth concerning whatF'* © 
ſoever God reveals to them for thif®* 
good ? O therefore, poor foul, (p< 
not reje&t the evidence wiich Goff® f 
makes kno:yn, and paſſ-th upon the 
for thy ſure welfare eternally. DÞ** 
not, becauſe thou haſt not that cons: 
fort that thou weuld{t , reje& alÞ"'® 
as it thou wouldſt have none at af ! 
So then the fault here is not prope ) ' 
becauſe thon canſt not, but becaif® 
thou wilt not receive the promi God 
and this is that that fo wracks aff*t* 
torments thy ſpirit; this is thi hear 
which breeds the quarre) fo hard! vilk 
be compounded ; and hence it i 
that when Reaſon is ſatisfied, af" 
Confcience convinced , yet the $a 
is perplexed til], For put this Qu 
Kion to it, and ſay unto it ; Are Mz. 
perſwaded that the Lord hath da i) 
this good, that he will ſhew 1 ' 
everlaſting mercie to your Soul? al "2 


it will ay No; and that all” 
worll OV 


— 


mt. 


__—_— 


= | drawn unto Chriſt, 


ſl forld ſhall not. perſwade it of that. 
 oefiniſters are merciful (will ſuch'a 
thoPiſtempered ſoul ſay) and Chriſtians 
harÞcc charitable, and loath to difpleaſe 
-heifoo much , or to diſcourage one in 
\ caſe, or do to me as I ſhould do 


Goto them : but did they know me in- 


thaſpeed, they would never think thus of 


"me: certainly I ſhall never finde it 
.onf80, What? HaveIgrace? Al! the 
ajſWorld ſhall never perſwade me to 
- alt. Mark what I ſay : This is meer- 
x h thy pride and ſelf-willednefs , 
Mkt will not receive that good which 
Cod is willing to give thee, But 
 pÞpent , or this pride of thy petti(h 
jJteart will coſt thee dear, one day ; I 
Jv not. | 


- x But fome will ſay, How can you Objed, 


4 make this pride 2 We are ever com- 
eaffainiug of , and condemning our 
W elves ; And can this be pride ? 

by ay) it is intolerable pride againſt 
Jie Majeſtie of Heaven : and this I 
make good by theſe two things. 
For, firſt, for a man to follow his 
own conceitz and ſelf-willedneſs 


orl 
againſt 


Yes, I fay, (and mark what I Aw. 


_—— - . —_ 
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or —S— 


againſt the trath, the force of reaal; not 
and the witneſs of the ſervants d )pric 


God, and his own Conſcience; "I 
not but be pride. ---. "Th 
Secondly, And for a man, becaigying 
he hath nut what he would , to þ joly f 
(therefore) off the hinges fo, as time, 
throw away all God's kindneſs, anddpel] 
to deny the grace that 1s given him; fore 
and this becauſe he cannot be Conqui an 
rour as he deſires, 1s not this prideHhatit 
That meaſure of merci? which Gal pper 
hath already ſhewed to thy ſoul, ſod c 
incomprehenſible , beyond man 0d | 
reach; and yet becauſe thou canlihich : 
not have what thou wouldſt , thai i'd 
wilt have nothing at all. Juſt wif aints 
man that hath the Law ON his fid Aer 
and his Eſtate ſetled on him, ſhoulder c 
becauſe his Evidences are not wribfyyr þ 
ten in great golden Letters, nor in thth ta} 
largeſt Royal Paper, throw all awaſdht ti 
Fhis is your caſe: for ſo you, ble: 
cauſe you have not ſo much of grad ( 
or with ſuch a ſweetneſs as your | 
would, you deny you have any, Biththe 
have you no humilitie, becauſe nonthjs'v7 
to your minde, or not ſo muci, ſkulc 
or} 


———— 


_ 
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OI 


et net 


a7 not in ſuch manner as you require, 
WP pride ! and pride in the higheſt de- 


Free! 


ering your hearts more down in a 
Wdoly ſubjeion to God's meaſure and 
ime, And think it your dutie, as 
ell to receive comfort when God 
Myffers it upon good terms, as to 
wo any dutie commanded. And know 
le latit is as truly a fin (though of a 
Wjpoer fize ) to reje& mercie when 
» od offers it, as to kill a man, which 
aÞod hath forbidden. I ſay, Not as 
ich: for I know there is odds in 
ole degree. Therefore you (the 
it Mints of God) that have been thus 
del tred, and thus poſſeſt to become 
Wur own enemies; remember (when 
Tour hearts begin thus to ſlide away) 
tth take your hearts unto you, and 
apt to give them the reins at ſuch 

kiperate concluſions againſt God 
aGhd Conſcience. Deal better with 
YORur fouls, and ſay, Good Lord, this 


Bit Þthe proud unyielding diſtemper of 


ontis'vile heart of mine. For, what 
cl ld I have? Is not God's Word 
wy clear 


' Theſe things conſidered, labour to 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


_ to let Chriſt waſh bis feet; but 


dear in this point, and my conſciey TY 
fatisfied ? Do not the Miniſters d**3 
God affirm my ſtateto be good ? ax jo 
ſhall I thus diſhonour God, and ſlig}®* © 
them ? 

But what faith the poor Soul 
this? Muſt I cat mine own word 
Muſt I fay and unfay? Say Ih 
grace , when before I ſaid, I ; 
—_ mind, 

Yes, and be thankful too to6 
that you may ſay ſo. Is it not beef" 
for you to croſs your own fleſh, ti 
to croſs God's Spirit > Take nai}, 
of this, and fear, leſt that proudly 
pettith Soul of yours (which now! 
fuſeth conſolation when God < 
it) be forced to fareas a man that 
his own fleſh, and ſo to come up 
her knees for comfort, and getni 
to her dying day. For though 6 
will fave youat laſt, yet (mean wh 
you ſhall have an Hell upon Earthi 
fore this be. 

One would hav thought it 
been great humilitie in Ptter to 


VE 


Jof thi 
al rd 


(as 
of hi: 
Ithee p 
21aVe, 


was no fuch matter, Indeed, notiil 
hb J | If Yen in 


— ——  —  ——— 
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JG; therefore Chriſt takes him ap 
Jroundly for it (which is indeed, = 

n the onely way to cure ſuch a diſtem- - 

) per as this,) If I waſh thee .not, thou Joh.13, 


haſtno part in me, If you will needs 8,9. 


| 


n 


have your own way, and humour 

your ſelf, and will not be perfiva- 

Jded; you may go down to Hell in the 

minde , Peter might have pauſed 

(here, and taken breath ; but did not ; 

"Jhis ſtout ſtomach quickly came 
;$down, : and he preſently ſaid, Then ; 
"Lord, 70t onely my feet, but my hands, 

Jend bead; and all. Itis the humilitie 

Ji a good heart, to take what God 
otters. Moſt Chriſtians think they 

Jare humble-hearted, when yet they 
Jae ſo far proud, as to give way to this 
Jlllen diſpoſition. Therefore labour 

Jt over-maſter this over-ſoaring heart 

i d thine, with the authoritie of the 

| Word of God, and be ſure to receive 
-Jmercie*while God offers .it , left he 
Jaw in, and take away the comfort 

A his Spirit from thee, and make 

x} *e go howling and roaring to thy 
gave, Though he bring thee to Hea- 
"nin the end, yet thou mayſt have 
an 


: 


— 
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an uncomfortable Hell before thou an 
comelt thither. buy 

Rule 4, Sofor the third Rule, the laſ- fl... ; 


loweth , 
Maintain the good work which th 
heart hath ſubmitted unto, aud ke 
it as the beſt thing in thy houſe, an 
(of treaſure) the beſt under Heawn 
And then, when thou haſt by it 6 
tained certain evidence that thy eſta 
1s good ; hearnothing againſt it, þ 
Rick faſt to it, as to thy life, Regar 


nothing (what is not in the Word 


to the contrary of that evidenced; 


thy falvation that I- mean, whit 
thou haſt been perſwaded of by 
Word of truh, And here, if Sa 
or carnal Reaſon have any thing! 
ſay againſt thee, let them bring $ 
pture, and then yield to it in the t 
ſgnſe.; but without the Word ha 
nothing. Look as it is with a mi 
that is at Law for Lands; if he har 
his Adverſarie on the hip, and ha 


gotten ſome advantage againſt hin} 


he will keep him there, and hold hi 


to the point;/. So do thou in a bettt 
caſe, For, if a man will follow © 
| yerſ 


The laſt Rule is this: 


rather 
them 


caſe, [ 


1 may r 


And 
point, 


fubcil 


4} and fe 


Enemi; 
will h 


In a g 


1 | But bc 


Which 
frident 


nels of 
Jhath g 


Devil | 
this op : 


Hp th 
$ath 


Doſt 
foor th 
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very wrangling Lawyer at every im- 
pertinent quillet or out-leap he muſt 
never look for an end of Lawing : and 
It is the faſhion of many Atturneye, 
rather to breed quarrels, than to kill 
them in the :conception, So in this 
ak, he that will quarcel where he 
may reſolve, ſhall never have done. 
And therefore hold to the main 
point, Deal with Satan as with a 
fubtil Adverſarie that is full of wiles 
and ferches. Iris the cunning of the 
Enemie, to lead you afide: and he 
wil have many vagaries (if you be 
n a gogd way) to bring you out: 
But be ſure to hold to that truth 
which you have received from the 
evidence of the Word and the wit- 
neſs of Conſcience, When a man 
hath gotten ſome comfort, then the 
Devil begins to play the Lawyer, in 
lis or the like manner, 


thw the Soul being tempt:d r.ay an wer 
$athn”s accuſations, 


| Dok thou not ſee kow weak and Satar, 
\|poor thou art 2 how deſtitute of all 
*z ſaving 


i 
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Sinner, 


Satan. 


Smner, 


Satan. 


$771, 


$4tan, 


weakneſs, and ſecretly unwilling t 


ſaving grace, and how contrary thoy| it: 
walkeſt to God ? co! 


It is true, (ſaith the Soul) yet it 64 no! 
true that he that confeſſeth and for.| he: 
faketh his fin ſhall have mercie. | Lo 


But (faith the Devil) doſt thou na be 
ſee that thou art full of pride and 


come to duties ? 


It 15 true, (faith the Soul) I am 
yet I hate and defire to forſake thif art 
way, and therefore ſhall finde merci} 1 d« 
the Word faith fo. m 

But (faith the Devil) are youd 
God's Council ? Secret things belo 
to God. 

Indeed (faith the Soul) I known 
what Gods ſecret will is ; yet that | 
know, that the Word faith ; whi Place 
is, He hath no pleaſure in the death of q0t1 
ſinner, but invites ſiich daily to con will! 
unto him. | lice 

But (faith the Devil) many co! the | 
themſelves : mercie is as a blade | 
Swan, a rare bird, and few obta red, 

\f 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 97 
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| it: and why (then) may not you be = 
cozened as well as others ? 
But (faith the Soul) the Lord will Sinner, 
| not cozen me, and the Lord knows my. 
x.| heart; and the Word knows what the 
Lord know?. 
But (faith the Devil) may not you Satan, 
th be deceived in the letter of the 
nd] Word > The Word is true indeed; 
but how know you that you rightly 
apply it, and that the Word and your 
heart ſuit together ? | 
Why, (aith the Soul) I deſire as $777". 
arneſtly to have my tin purged, as 
11 do to have it pardoned, I know 
my heart by the Word, and to the 
Word I repair z and the Lord 
knows that 1 hate all fin inward- 
ly, and reform it outwardly, to my 
mo Veak power; and therefore I know 
| ſhall finde mercie. Shew me a 
hidl pace of Scripture that faich 1 do 
4 not rightly apply the Word, and | 
ond vill believe it ; but I will not believe 
thee; for thou art, as thou waſt from 
the beginning, a Liar.., Thug hold to 
lhe Word, and the Deyil will. be 
aired, weary, and Ieave thee keep you 
it | EL 2 heree 


P— 
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ee. 


L_ 


here, for if he catch you wandring|6 t] 

after ſenſe and feeling you are gone nan 

\ Tf.x29.98 The Prophet faith, Thou through|vil 

| © thy Commandments -haſt made m|itle, 

wiſer than mine Enemies, for they ar if 

ever with me, Satan is wiſe by lonytlat 

experience; and the fleſh, and 

carnal reaſon , and the world, arſibat 

wiſe too : but bleſſed be our Gofjcan 

that makes every poor '1gnorant (er the 

vant of his, wiſer than all thek: " 

But how ? the Word muſt ever be ja! 

your hands, and the meditation of ij L 

in your hearts: it muſt be alwgſ 

with you: and you muſt keep it wittbe / 

you daily : for what will make yaſ«en 

not to know onely what is amiſs, bupgrea 

. to get ground againſt corruptionſ\m 

and whatſoever elſe may hinder yaſwe 

peace with God and with ya 

ſelves, fa(hi 

Satan deals in this cafe with tha 

Soul, as the Enemie in War: whe then 

Joſh.8.z9, 7-2 deicated the men of Aj, rd, 

got them out of the Cities ; and thao"! 

they that lay in ambuſh went a 

took it, and burnt it with fire, Wdg 

the Devil doth : Our Caſtle or Ciif?o" 
[ 


— 
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1p] is the Promiſes,” the Word and Ordi- 
x] nances of God': Now if th2 De- 
pþÞVilcan but get you out of this Ca- 
m\Rle, he hath you where he would : 
tif you will look after every bird 
wp[that flies, and Iiſtn after every word 
ndjof carnal Reaſon and Temptation 
arihat comes., you are gone: It he 
5gþcan get you from the ſure Hold of 
ſerþthe —— he will entangle you in 
eſis ſnare of unbelief, and ſo prevail 
e n[4gainſt you. 
fil Little children, if ye abide in Go4's 1 Joh.s, 
mal commandments, ye abide in God, faith 28- 
riddtde Apoſtle, As if he had ſaid, Chil- 
yajdren, your Enemies are many, and 

whgreat, and cunning ; therefore keep 
<on400me, and within the walls of your d 
yaſle hope , and then you are well, 
wflutſoever weather is up. It is the 
albion of Parents, if th:ir Children 
| thMmabroad and catch a knock, to tell 
whaſtiem that they are well enough ſer- 
;, Wed, you might have kept home when 
thao had warning. So here. 
- an. The iſſie of the point is this : 
* Wſudge thy ſoul by the Word, and look | 
Cid9Pon that facred he; in the Glaſs of 

| 2 3 IC 
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it ſelf: And here, let it bear witneſ 
for thee: and what the Word of * 
God doth evidence to thee, that dy 
thou maintain, and hear nothing a.] 
cainſt it, This is the way to receive Sp 
conftant comfort, and the way to g0 
On chearfully in thy Chriſtian courſe, 
Let quarrels, troubles, and tempta- 
tions come, yet keep thoſe within 
doors, and reſt thy ſelf upon the 
riches of that grace that is in Chri 
Jeſus, Then you may be for ever 
comforted, and go finging to Heaven, and 
. and merrily to your graves, thouph ing 
you meet with never ſo many tempts 


tions and oppoſitions,. crofſing your " 
layir 

way, 
will, 
low follow ſourne means to obtain an ins lg 
tereſt in the Promiſes, er 
| J* ſent! 


it refteth that I ſhew you ſont?! 
means whereby a man may ſo in; 
prove his time, that at laſt he mag. 
ubtain this bleſſed eſtare of being 
merry in the-Lord, The means anþ,-Þ 
four, But before 1 begin with them} 


you muſt firſt know, that we maſl 
uk 


 drawnunto Chriſt, 


ifs 


me 
W; 


ule th2 means, and 
means under Heaven to do It, except 
God ſtrike the ſtroke: You muſt 
therefore wait upon God , and the 
-| Spirit of God,in che uſe of the means, 
for this matter, by believing rightly,to. 
your aſſurance. For, ſo the Text 
faith, To you 3t is grven to believe; it 
muſt be given, therefore: and faith is 
the free gift of God, 
that muſt do it ; who yet will not do 


yet finde no 


It 1s God then 


t without us, being reaſonable men 
and women ' in the power of wil- 
ling. Again, the Lord affords us 
means ; yet not to uſe them, and give 


| tim the flip. And here it is a good 


laying; [Let the Lord do what he- 
will, aud let us do what we ſhould, 
We muſt nor think, when we have 
the means, that we can get faith pre- 


ently : for, a3 Pan! faith, The ſame Epheſ.1.26 


power that raiſed up Feſis from the 


lead, muſt make ws able to believe , 


ng 
ure 
" 
ay 
ok 


a>, 


af OF. 


\ 


elle all the Angels in Heaven, and 
all the Miniſters on Earth , and all 


help that men and means can pive us, 


are. of divers kin 


Fill dous no g00d. Now the means 


des: as, hearing 


F 4 


and 


a _ EE III 


I» 
Means, 


IO2 


and prayer, and Sacraments, 
are the Conduits from which God 


- communicates faith. 


ct 


The oor - doubting C briſftian, 
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But | Tet them 
afs, and faſten upon thoſe which arc 


\ needful for feeble Chriſtians to the | 
bringing of them into this bleffed| 


eſtate of rightly believing. 
are ſuch as follow. 


And __ 


Firſt, we muſt, as much as inw| 


lies , labour to pull a away. all thoſe 
carnal outward ftays that the foul 
leans upon , and all other like fiic- 
cours , and whatſoever contentment 
it is, which a poor {inner doth betake 
bimſelf to'as to his refuge, for relic 
and help; that when! all theſe ar 
taken from us, we may: be forced to 
go for facccur thicher, where right 
ſaccour is to be had. It 1s a thing 
natural to us all ; even trom our firſt 
Parents ; a delire to fhave the ſtaff in 
our own hands, *and to be able to ſup- 
ply our ſelves of all neceſlaries, with- 
out being beholding to others, or to 
any. 

Now therefore the way to "_— 
the ſoul Jean upon Chrift, is., t 


pluck away all thoſe Leehiin EA 


props 


which | 


A—_ wt. QA. 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


props. . The laſt thing we flie unto, 
is the promiſe; which if we could 
inde good any, where elſe than in 
Chriſt , we would never go to him 
| for it, God hears laſt of us; and 
therefore, here, we ſhould do with 
our ſelves, as the Enemie doth with a” 
Citie beteged, when he would make 
the Inhabirants , or thoſe that keep 
It, to yield; The way he takes is to 
famiſh them, to cut off all proviſion, 
and ſtop all paſſages, ſo as that none 
can come to relieve them: then 
they preſently yield themſelves to 
the mercie of the Afſſailant : ſo it is 
with our nature and ſeeing it is ſo 
that we are ſtill truſting to our own 
ſtrengths, and relying uron ſome 
thing of our own; the beſt way 
were to famiſh the heart by cutting 
off all the means and comforts 
whereby the ſame is ſuccoured, and 
quieted, .but not rightly, in Chriſt. 
For when the heart is thus famiſh= 
4, it will thzn ſeek'out to a Saviour, 
and there be, becauſe there is no 0- 
ther thing or means otherwiſe to 


| help it, : 
E 5- The - 


Ne ram eo 


IG 2% Lanny” vas 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


_ O_o 


Math. 5, 


The poor Woman in the Goſpel 
had ſpent all her Goods upon the 
Phyſicians ; and if fhe had had but 
1 little means left, yea, but one Far- 
thing-Token (for any thing I know, 
ar doth appear ) ſhe would never 
aave gone to Chriſt : But when all 


" theſe failed, then ſhe was forced to 


ſeek to Chriſt, that was ready and 
willing to do that for her, and more 
than ſhe defired . Our ſouls muſt 


bave ſomething to bear upon ; and} 


they cannot ſubliſt without ſome un. 
der-props. Hercupon , therefore, 
when all our carnal hopes are taken 
from us, we ſtay (as we mult need) 


upon the Promife, becauſe we have] 


nothing elſe to reſt upon. Yer it | 
not required (though 1 thus ſpeak) 
that a man ſhould caſt away all out- 
ward comforts, ſuch as God afford 
bim for the interim here: O. no! 
but onely this; That ( thouph he 


have much this way) yet that he la 


bour to get his. heart to ſee and ac- 
knowledge the inſufficiencie and nc- 
thingneſs of them all , till he hav 
the ſuperlative comfort , _ as 
on 


ou SOD 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


bove all ; and not to repoſe in them 
(having them) as ſome do, making 
them our whole contentment, and ſole 
reſt : For then they are but lying va- 
nities, and broken ſtaves, which will 
not onely cozen us, but pierce us too, 
and that deeply. 

And now when the ſoul ſeeth 
that theſe cannot at all ſuccour- it , 
but lay it in worſe caſe; a man will 
then be content to have his heart di- 
yorced from them. And here it is 
with the ſoul as it was. with Noahb*s 
Dove, when the Ark began to reſt 
upon the mountain of Ararat, 
Noak then ſent out the Dove : but 


the Dove found no reſt for the ſole of 


| her foot, No queſtion there were 
many dead carcaſes to ſfetle upon ; 
but the Dove found no reſt, til! ſhe 
came to the Ark again. So when a 


man findes no reſt in any thing the 


creatvreaffords, and can get no foot- 


ing for the ſoul there to ſtay it ſelf 


upon ; then it betakes ir ſelf to 
Chriſt the Ark, and goes home to 


the promiſe, and reſts there, and cx-- 
pets from thenee. what 1s NEG! 
| Ar: 


The poor doubting Chriſtian, | 


for it. As (therefore) in the Art of 
Swimming ; he that will ſwim, 
muſt plack his feet from the bottom, 
and commit himſelf 'to the ftream 
tobear him up: ſo in this our pur- 
poſe to Heaven, we muſt draw. our 
hearts from theſe vain things below, 
and theſe from them-; and though 
we have honour and preferments, 
yet we muſt put no-confidence in 
them, but pluck our affe&ions, as it 
were feet, from them, and learn by 


our believing.to commit our ſelves 


wholly to the power of the promiſe, 
and thence to rec@ve comfort-, and 
permanent abiding. | 

Let not the gods of this world, 
\ then, as Honour, and Profit, and 
Pleaſures , deceive thee. Did the 


pride of Pharaoh*s heart deliver him? 


Did the riches of the rich man in 
Hell fave him? Did Herod's applauſe 
that he had, do him any good ? Did 
theſe gods ſecure them 2- Nay, have 
they not leſt them in. the Jurch? 
Therefore let us take our hearts off 
from theſe things, ad (in compart- 
ſon to. thoſe of our better lite) have a 


baſe |} 


— —— 
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1 van: 
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| forced 


David 
belp of 
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nearts 
mazes 


our ſu 


derful 
hang | 
and tt 


| Cornet 


leeſt t] 
vain | 
them | 
and ſe 
will t 
make 
the far 
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made 
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baſe eſteem of them, and ſee ſo great 
2 vanitie, and emptineſs, and infuf- 
iclencie inthem all, that we may be. 
forced to ſeek to Chriſt, and fay as 
David , Help, Lord, for vain is the 
belp of man, Labour we. further to 
ke the privy pranks of our . own- - 
hearts, and to hunt out all thoſe 
mazes, and turnings and windings of 
wr ſubtil ſouls: for here, it is won=- 
derful to ſee how the ſoul is ready to 
hang her comforts upon. every hedge, 
ad to ſhift. and ſhark in every: by- 
corner for them. Now-when- thou 
keſt thy heart thus ſeeking comfort in 
rin helps, call it from them, and 
them pluck away, and up by the roots, 
and ſee the emptineſs of them : . then 
ml thy heart be fit and ready. to 
make out to Chriſt. And thus for 
the firſt means. ebb 
Secondly ,. t.terefore when this 1s 
done, there is,in ſome part; ſome way 
made for- the promiſe to, come into 
thy foul © and therefore labour thou, 
nthe ſecond place, to have thy heart - 
poſſe(ſzd throughly, and perſwaded 
atually , of the fulneſs of that. 
good 


0 <> > . 


The oor doubting C britian, * 


good which-is in the promiſe, and 
of that fatisfatory mercie and free- 
neſs of the grace that 1s in Chriſ, 
ſo that the ſon] may be eſtabliſhed 
with that full content which is to be 
had in the riches of the promiſe. But 
mark what I ſay; Let us perſwad 
our hearts firſt ; and not-content ow 
ſelves that we are able to diſpute 
ſomewhat fully of the excellencie of 
the promiſe, and of thoſe riches in 
it, through the free grace of God in| 
Chriſt, For, what is it to purpoſe 
that the heart knows this, and 
knowing it to be ſo fore-ftalPd that 
it can never come to the promiſe?] 
Therefore leave not thy heart tilli 
come to value the promiſe by that] 
that the Word ſpeaketh of it ini 
true account. I ſay, Leave not thy 
| heart, till thou ſee the promiſe 0 
grace moſt beautiful *n thine eye,'and 
that thy heart may get ſome earn 
touching the goodneſs of God, and 
the riches of his grace towards” rh& 
by the fame; 'And here bring tif 
heart to knw and ſee, that the pro 
miſc js better than all the riches a 


i 


— 


| 


qd of the Heaven to the other, turn 


M] man leaned on the promiſe, and the 


wy 
O———_— 


drawn unto Chriſf, I09. 


m-- > 


honours that thou canſt have, or the 
world can beſtow : for ſo we read "2 
They that know thee will truſt in Pal 9.16. 
thee; for thou, Lord, haſt never failed 

them that ſeek, thee, If thou know- 

eſt, and wilt believe this, this kinde . 

of knowledge and perſwafion can- 

not but breed confidence and refolu- 

tion , and (conſequently) quiet the 

teart, We dare truſt a friend whoſe 
faithfulneſs we have tried ; and we 

reſt upon that which we know by 

the ſure Card of experience. The 
promiſes of God are (all of them) 

8 true as Goſpel, Seek from one 


al the Bibl- over, and ſee if ever any 


Lord did not perforny what be had 

promiſed for ths good of his foul. 

Except thy Law had been my delight Pla.119.92 
I ould have periſhed in my troubles, P3.7 3.26 
(aith David). My fleſh faileth , and | 
my heart alſo; but thou art the ſtrength 

of my heart, and my portion for evar, 

But here lies a great matter, a Work. 

of marvellous difficultie and great 
neceſſity; and therefore , that thy 

; heart. 


Rule T. 


How to 
Improye 
the pro= 
miles for 


fir, 


heart may ſit down ſatisfied with the 
ſufficiencie- of the promiſe , I'will 
propound three Rules how the pro. 
miſe may be improved, and conduce 
- thy fingular benefit here and here- 

ter. — 


For the firſt of theſe Rules : La 


bour daily to preſent thy ſoul a 
greater good in the promiſe , then 
thoucanſt ſee any where elſe. It is 4 
mans 8k1ll, and it ſhould be his en- 
deavonr) daily to dog his heart, and 
to look what it is that the heart de- 
fires moſt; and- accordingly to pre- 
ſent the greateſt good unto it. And 


what may that be? Even that whid| qr 


hath more of contentment in it, that 
any thing elſe in the world. And, 
here, we ſhould deal with ar 
hearts, as a man will wich a corrupt 
Tuſtice , when he would have hin 
to be on his ſide: there, the one 
way is to bribe him: but thou 
this be ſinful 'in this caſe , yet it Þ 
good. to bribe (as it were) the Cr 


rupt heart with the goodneſs of they 
that ſo the heart mſſ! 


promiſe ; 
cleave to it, and long after it. Do bc 
nou 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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nours, or riches, or the applauſe of 


| men, or any. earthly pleaſures offer 


thee content and fatizfa&tion ? Then 
perſwade thy heart there is a greater 


worth in the promiſe, -than can be. 


lad in all them. For here is an ex- 


| ceeaing weight of glory: and he that 


th ic ſhall be made a Kingr and 
ſhall have that glory that will n.ver 
fade, Further, doth thy heart 


thorn*, Doth thy heart hanker af- 
ter riches ? Tell thy heart that there 


that through bim, we have title 2o all 


ter, We know that he that offers 
moſtfor the bargain hath it : there- 


[lore we ſhould” obſerve the goings 


tt- of our hearts, and what oftcrs 
we made to give them the beſt con- 
tent, and w'th- ſuch to preſent them, 
This the promiſe. doth ; and this 
ith a greater good -in God, than 
In all things in the world beſide. 
Therefore. 0 the beighth and depth 


ard. 


linker after earthly joy and mirth 2; 
Thou ſhalt finde more joy in the pro-. 
miſe, than in the cracking; of theſe: 


we unſearchable riches in Chriſt, and . 


be Promiſes of 1þ# life , and a bet-_. 


” 


—— 
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| 
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ſhould not onely work a longing at- 


and lentth, -and breadth of tbe love of: 
Chriſt, which paTeth knowledge | 
The confideration of fo much, 


ter Chiiſt, and the promiſe; but fill 
our faces with ſhame and confuſion, 
that ever we ſheukd ſet fo light by 


ſuch riches of mzrcie, and walk un«. 


worthy of ſo great ſalvation. Could 
we comprehend the unmeaſurable di. 
menſions of God's love and good- 
neſs revealed in his Word : O' how 
would our ' hearts be inflamed to- 
wards him? When the finner 


thinks thus wich himſelf, I that 
have done all that could againſtfo 


ood a God:, that 'my :heart even 

leeds to think of it, there: was - no 
name under Heaven 'that I tore. 
pieces more, or ſo much as God 
Name ; his wounds, and life,and heart 
bloud I have rent and torn a thouſand 
times. Nay, there was no command 
in the world that my ſoul ſo muct 
deſpiſed, as the command of the 
Lord Jeſus. There was no ſpirit that 
everſpake to me, which 1 ſo much 
reſiſted as the Spirit of the kt 
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0 how many ſweet motions hath 


the Lord let into my ſou), thereby to 
force me from my courſes ſo baſe, 


and practiſes ſo ſinful ! By how ma 


ny mercics hath he allured me; by 
how many gracious promiſes hath 


he invited me ; by how much of his 
roodneſs provoked me to forſake my 
ins, and to turn vunto him! But I 


btave flown in the face of his Mini. 


firs, and bleſſed Spirit, and reje&ed 


al 'terms of reconciliation, If I 
lad leh in a dungeon, and been pla- 
med with torments all my life-time ; 


ja, though I could have had another 
world full of miferie to live'in,, I 


ſhould count ic infinite mercie, ſo'the: 
Lord would-paſs by my finful miſcar- 


tage?, and pardon theſe inward in- 
lrretion?, #64 

But that God {hould fend his dear- 
Son to love me, and that ſo in- 
omparably and ſo unconceivably, as 
lat I coul{ not poſſibly hate him ſo 
mich, as he loved and affeted me ; 
that I could not fo exceed in unkind- 
tf towards him, as he hath exceed- 


d in tender kindneſs towards me ; 
What 
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What a love is this? What unkind- 
neſs for ſo great a love? Were it 
not righteous with God , never to 


| ſpeak comfort more to my ſou}, that 


have ſo lightly eſteemed his promiſe, 
and ſweet Word of comfort? Had 
it not been juft with him now to fit 
at thz catch, and to take all this (as 
hewell might) for an advantage a- 
gainſt me? Was it not juſt that ], 
which lived in fin, ſhould have pe- 
riſh:d in my fins? and as juſt that | 
who have ſo much loved corruption, 
ſhould have reaped the bitter Fruit 
of it., long ere this > But that the 
Lord ſhould finde an Enemy, and not 
ſlay him ; nay, that he ſhould give his 
beloved Sor out of his own boſome| 
to ſave him, is a Love not to be &%- 
preſſed. O th2 height of this mers 
ciz beyond all defire or thought ! 0 
the breadth of this mercie, a breadth 
without any bounds ! O the lengt 
of this mercie,. a length beyond all 
times! O the depth of this mer- 
cie, a profunditie beyond all expret- 

ſion! | 
Labour here (therefore) to have 
aſs 


. 


— 


' drawn unto Chriſt 


_ _ : R 

acceſs to the promiſe, and to bring 
thy ſoul unto it, Here, ſpeak a good 
word for it, and ſay ; Stand off pro- 
fits, and pleaſures, and preferments , 
room for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 


[ent price upon the promiſe : and 
be ſure of this (for it is a ſareRule) 
whatſoevee the foul doth account as 
beſt, that it will chuſe, and leave all 
others for it. Therefore if the ſoul 


| could once out-bid the world, and 
out=ſhoot the Devil in his own bowe, 
| and put by all thoſe things which the 


Devil caſts as rubbs in its way of 
coming to the promiſe; this labour 
would be a work of great gain, and 
uſher in the promiſe it ſelf, For ex- 


*| ample, as thus, when thou ſeeft thy 


heart Jook after friends; let thoſe 
friends uſher the way to think on 
the infinite love and favour of God 
in Chriſt, that friend, as he calls bim- 
elf: and when thy heart would 
hunt after wealth, let this uſher 
a way to the promiſe, and ſay, It 
the heart finde ſuch content in riches, 
what ſhall it finde in the riches of 

God's 


15 


ſpeak, and ſet a pcerleſs moſt excel. - 


* 
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Heb.1 1.1. 


God's grace in Chriſt! And thus pre- | a x 
ſent a greater good from the promiſe | wo; 
than any, from any thing elſe ; and (hc 
thou dealeſt ſafely, and well tortly| þaji 
ſelf. This for the firſt Rule. _ Fo 

The ſecond Rule is; Labour to| ing, 
bring thy heart to this; That all the] they 
things in the world without tlx[that 
promiie are nothing ; and that iiſfey 
thou hadfſt all that the earth could ab} the { 
ford, and not it, thou hadſt gotten bu T 
the winde, or that which will raſte x 
ther be a curſe unto thee than a ble&[quir 
fing : For, Faith « the ſubſtance qlyhic] 
things hoped for, It gives a kindeMths, 
being or ſubſiſtence to all, So thifpge 
there 1s no ſubfiſtence in honour gſthe + 
riches, if they ſubiiſt not by Faitlifome 
and without Faith they are clog ble, a1 
and ſnares to us, no helpers ; exceſſes je 


Faith give them their denominatiffertajs 


and a blefling therewith , they aſugj, 


poor and empty things, Our prajſnay 7, 


ers, if they wa-t Faith in the prvfpf wee, 
miſe , are prayers of no ſubſtandphen 
words, and nothing elſe. On tur th; 
other {ide, the moſt broken and chity, &, 
tering prayers of a poor ſoul, wid wir 


drayn unto Chriſt, © 117 
a poor creature can ſcarce utter five 
words with any fenſe; yet theſe 

(how weak ſoever ) mingled with 
[Faith, are a very powtrful prayer. 

$o all your hearing, and my preach- 

[ing hangs upon Faith; otherwiſe 

eh they are bur loft labour, wanting that 

ef that gives a kinde of being to what- 

MI fever I ſpeak, or you hear. This for 

the ſecond Rule. 

uW' The third Rule, in this ſecond of. 3+ 
F|the means, 1s this: Labour to ac- 
Hint thy heart with that good , 
ſIvhich the promiſe promiſeth : and 
this, before carnal Reaſonicomes and * 
Wrfſefſes thy heart. Remember here 
Alttat the promiſe is moſt ſore, and will 
Wome when it ſhall be: moſt ſeaſona- 

ble, and beft for thee, and when God 

*ftes it moſt fit ; for then,we ſhall moſt 
Mtrtainly have it. Let us therefore come Heb. 4.16, 
alholdly to the throne of grace, that we 
aNnay receive comfort and mercy in time 

PAP need, Not when we fee it fit, but 
When God ſees it fit and profitable, 

| Uit this is that which carries away ma- 
hay: Sometimes they are a litrle aff-&- 

Rd with the excellencie of the riches of 
God's 


= 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian, 


God's grace in Chriſt, and ſeeing [yq 
what great . things the Lord hath þ, 
done for their ſoul , they ſay ; 0[rhj: 
that I were ſuch a: one; and Othat| jj 
I might dis che death of the righte- ſoc 


"£12! But when it comes ſo to paliffre 


thar they have not what preſenth jjep 
they exre&, then they calt awayſſf 
their hope ; and then the good profſpit 


miſe of GOD being out of r&{l + 


Hab. 2.17- 


queſt, the Devil preſently ſteps infdy 
and wonderfully prevails witfacic 
them: They ſay not with the Prophetſhtere 
Wihcn the F 17-tree ſpall not bloſſom, nefbut t 
ther ſhall the fruit be-on the Vines; wh'fnothi 
the labour of the Olive ſhall fail. allfſtven; 
yield no fruit, then will I rejoyce nth 
Lord, and jey in the God of my ſaluwf An 
zioz, : But where no bloſſoms arcman t 
nor . fruits appear, there all joy gofrom 
to ground, We do not confider thifwuld 
comfort from the promiſe, and frofnigh! 
the Lord Jeſus, is. then moſt ſeaſo 
able, when we have moſt need, an To 
( conſequently ) - may receive miſt b 
good by it: for then may we be {ufttou 1 
to have the promiſe ſo to-ſurpriſſiten 
our heart, that it ſhall be poſſeſi-it p 


"2 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 115 


8 Ind made happy with the All-ſuffici- | 

tt kf of God, - But we go not fo far. 
0.Ffhisfor the ſecond Rule, | 
ut} In the third place, look for all the +. 
te- ood which thou needeſt and canſt de- Mears. 
a ffrefrom that ſufficiencie which isin 
th the promiſe 5 and do not think of thy 
ayer todd any good unto it, but go 
r&Roit for all thy good : For, there are 
r&kl the Cords of Mercie that muſt 
"dw thee; and there is thar All-ſufh- 
ithfeciencie that can ſupply thee ; and 
&tfhhterefore look for all from thence, 
hut think to bring nothing thither ;_ 
Vanthing (I ſay) that can be of power 
aiſtvenable thee toa power of believing. 
i- 4 
wi And here, it is weak Plea for a 0/jec, 
refmanto ſay, I dare not look tothe 
0I0romiſe, I cannot believe it; forit- I 
haſcould (and O that I could) then I 
night expe& ſome good fruir from it. 

oh ; 

an To anſwer this, Thou ſhalt ne- 4r, 
ret believe upon theſe terms; for , 

ﬀ thou mult not firſt have Faith ) and 

rfthen' go to the promiſe > but muſt 

it go to the pros for the ner 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian, © 4 


Plal.119. 
AW". 


ccive power to believe. 


p—_ _—__ 


of that faich ; /from it thou muſt re. {rom 1 
And: thefkthe vc 
fore ſay with the Propher,)O Lord, nthere 
member thy word to thy ſervant whenin|Soul t 
thou haſt cauſed me to truſt, Whaſthe p 


| men are enlarged in love to manjſoul 


Job.5.25. 


and make fair weather of promiſgſwice 
un o tim ; this perſwades himo traf|we « 
unto them, and to relie upon thenſt» th 
for good to come ; therefore he ſaith 
I durſt never ſo much as have thought c7 
of it, mnch leſs expe&ed it, if yoſſelt 
had not promiſed ſo much. neſs 
| Andeven fo here, the promiſe 00 
God (made to the Soul) makes the 
Soul to reſt upon what is prom 
ſed. ad 4 
To expe& faith without a pro 
miſe, is as if a man ſhould expe 1 
Crop of Corn without Seed ; for the 
Promiſe is the immortal Seed d 
God's Word, whereby ' the Spirit 
breeds this faith in the hearts of al 
that are his. So Chriſt , The how 
i coming, and now is, when: the dead 
ſhall hear the woice of the Son 4 
Ged, and they that hear it ſhall lim: 
It is ſpoken'of railing a dead 2 
rom 


OX 
and; 


—_—_. do. 


« Y -"H 
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drawn unto Chrift. 117 


re-[fom the grave of fin. Firſt, there is 
e.lhe voice of Chriſt to the Soul, before 
{, reftherecan be an Eccho again of that 
eclSoulto Chriſt ; and ſo the power of - 
/kajthe promiſe muſt firſt .come to the. 
nanJSoul , 'and we muſt firſt hear the 
nifalwoice of God in the promiſe, before 

rafſve can return an Eccho back again 

ienſt» the Lord : The Lord muſt (ay, 

ith[Core to me, before the Soul can fay,, 

att come, Lord, Therefore when thou 

jaſkeſt much deadneſs, and dead unfit- 

neſs of heart in thee to the promiſe, 
o[donot:thou then leave, and give off, 

tad fay, Thus I am, andſoit is with 

v0 me,and ſo an end ; but goto the pro». 

miſe and ſay, Whatſoever frailties 1- 

of finde in my ſelf, yet I will look to the 

aÞLord, and- to bis promife ; for if I 

el want faith;the promiſe mult ſettle me, 

off and I muſt not bring faith.to the pro- 

«| miſe, but receive faith from it:to be- 

I] eve; and therefore I will wait upon 

#| God till he pleaſe to work it, Thus 

1] for the third Rule, - 

j| - And now, in the laft place, and 4. 

:| aſtty, Labour to-ſubmic to-the molt Means. 
1] qual condition of. the Prom'le, NOT. | 
| F 2 1N4= 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian, © 4 


Plal.119, 
49. 


Job. 5.25. 


— 


of that faith ; from it thou muſt re-[fom 
ceive power to believe. And: thefyſhhe 
foreſfay with the Prophet,JO Lord, wſthert 
member thy word to thy ſervant whenia|Soul 
thou haſt cauſed me to truſt, Whathc 


men are enlarged in love to man{$ou! 


and make fair weather of promiſgſwic 
un o tim ; this perſwades himo trifſſwe 
unto them, and to relie upon thenſto t 
for good to come ; therefore he ſaith 
I durſt never fo much as have though c: 
of it, much leſs expe&ed it, if yall 
had not promiſed fo much. nel 
 Andeven fo here, the promiſed}01 
God (made to the Soul) makes thc 
Fw to reſt upon what is prom 
eds , : 

To expe& faith without a proſin 
miſe, is as if a man ſhould expett il 
Crop of Corn without Seed ; for the 
Promiſe- is the immortal Seed df 
God's Word, whereby ' the Spirit] ®/ 
breeds this faith in the- hearts of all || 
that are his. So Chriſt, The ho| 6 
# coming, and now #, when the dead © 
ſhall hear the voice of the Son | - 
God, and 1bey that hear it ſhall Int: la 
It is ſpoken'of railing a dead 2 * 
ron 


_ wt 
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re-from the grave of fin. Firſt, there is 

theflthe voice of Chriſt to the Soul, before 

'd, there can be an Eccho again of that 

berta|Soulto Chriſt ; and ſo the power of - 

Wheaſthe promiſe muſt firſt .come to the 

man{Soul, and we muſt firſt hear the 

miſg{wice of God in the promiſe, before 

trafſie can return an Eccho back again 

thenſto the Lord : The Lord muſt ſay, 

aith[Cyre to. me, before the Sou] can fay,, 

wall come, Lord, Therefore when thou. 

yalkt-much deadneſs, and dead unfit- 
nefs.of heart in thee to the promiſe, 

ſed]donotithou then leave, and give off, 

thladfay, ThusI am, andſo it is with 

mpþ[me;and ſoan end ; but.goto the pro». 

. 'Imiſe and ſay, Whatſoever frailties 1 

"ro inde in my (elf, yet I will Took to the 

{ {[Lord, and- to bis promiſe ; for if I 

theſ want faith;the promiſe mult ſettle-me, 

off and I muſt not bring faith.to the pro-. 

irit] miſe, but receive faith from it'to. be- 

all] eve; and therefore I will wait upon 

vl God till he pleaſe to work it, Thus 

ad] for the third Rule, - 

| - And now, in the laſt place, and 4, 

e:| aſtty, Labour to-ſubmit to-the moſt Mears. 

1n| qual condition of the prom'ſe, not . | 
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« The poor dowbting Chriſtian, © 


making more conditions there: tha 
God hath made. Now the promik|! 


VA A ' 
« Y 


requires no more of a man, but tha\..: 


And 
he come and lay hold of mercie; mw 
therefore do thou require no more, 
There is enough in the promiſe t tht 
do thee good ; therefore do tha s 
expe all good from it , and ht Gn 
do 
lie 
bu 
Ct 
th 
W 


content there to take of Godl; 
whatſoever he hath therein offered|j;, 
| Jai.gg.n2; to thy Faith: Bay without mong, 1. 

# faith the Prophet : This is the con-| ; 


dition that God offers mercie upon; 


Buy Wine and Milk, that is, Gra], 


and Salyation, without Money, that is 
without any ſufficiencie cf your own, 
If a man ſhould go running up and 
down to borrow money before he 
comes to buy, he may famiſh before 


he can come: So the Lord offering} 


Chriſt, mercie and ſalvation, without 
our coſt, and ſaying, Come take it 


without money; and yet we will 


run up and down to borrow money 
of our Prayers and other Duties allo, 
and from our Prayer gens corrupti- 
on, we may be ſtarved fpiritually be- 
tore we can buy at that hand, If we 


£0 


LO — 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


20 this way to work, we may quick- 
[ly loſe our labour , and our ſelves. 
And therefore make God's commo- 


|dities no dearer than God himſelf 
"makes them. Many a poor ſoul, not 
'[remembring this, 1s kept. from com- 


ng to the promiſe ; For, O, faith 
one; If 1 were able to maſter my 


fins and diſtempers as ſuch a on. can 
do, then. I might with boldneſybe- 
| money: 


*Tlicve, But this is to bring 


but art thou not content tp have 
Chriſt of free=coſt, ſo as he may have 


'| thee, and rule in thee , and ſupply 


what is wanting to thee, and open 


2] thy ſores, and heal tliy corraprions ? 
| Then why goeſt thou not to the pro- 
| miſe with an empty hearr, that the 
| Lord may ſupply thee, and maſter all 
| thy rifings, and make thee a clean 


heart? But that muſt come after- 
wards, as the Lord faith, When I paſ- 
ſed by thee, and ſaw thee in thy loud, 
ond behold., the time was as the time 
of love; and I ſpread my skirt over 
thee, and covered thy nakedneſs ; yea, T 
entred into a Covenant with thee, and 
thou becameſtmine, (that is, thou waſt 
F 3 con- 


—_— ddr. 
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_ EO — 


content that God ſhould marry the! 


in 'all thy raggs) then T waſhed the! 
with water, yea, I throughly waſ|? 
away thy bloud from thee, and anointe 


thee with oyl; T cloathed thee alſo wit 


hroidered work, Here we fee, tha| "\ 


Chriſt firſt marrieth the Church 9 


himſelf, and then gives grace, and] # 


paileth over his Eſtate to his Spouſe} YT 


And now, were it not a wonderf| 
great follie, if fome great Kim 


ſhould make love ro a poor Milk 
maid, and the ſhould pur it off, and 
refuſe the Match till ſhe were a Queen, 


where if ſhe will match with | 
King, ſhe may be fure to be made | 
Queen prefently . But this come]. 
after , and not before the Mariage| 
So we muſt not Ivok for ſanRifcati] 
on the firſt day, ,nor till we cometo} 


the Lord in our Chriſtian Vocation, 
For this is all the Lord requires of 
us, namely, to fee our fins, to be 
weary of them, to be content that 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall reveal unto w 
what is amiſs, and ſeal a pardonfor 
it, and take it away ; and (further) 


give us his grace to take down * 
| old. 


by 


he 


— py 
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" drawnunto C brit. 


old building, and to ſet up a new one 
in us after his image : For then the 
Lord will bring us to himſelf; and 
into the wedding-chamber; and then, 
through his great mercie, all our cor- 
ruption ſhall fall tothe ground. And 
when the Lord bath brought thy un- 
fithful heart to believe ; then la- 
þour to husband this grace well, and 
{to improve it for thy beſt good, and 
Jive by it: It is a marvellous great 
ſhame to ſee thoſe that are born to 
fair means, I mean the poor Saints 
of God, that have a right and title to. 
grace and Chriſt, yet live at fuch an 
-under-rate: I would have thee live 


above the world, though thou haft 


not a coat to cover thee, nor a houſe 


to put thy head in yet if thouhaſt 


faith, thou art a rich man ; therefore 
husband thy eſtate well, It's a ſhame 


| to ſce ſome live, and husband not 


that eſtate they have ; they live as if 
they had it not, fo full of want, 
full of care, ſo full of pride,fo weak, 
and unable to maſter their {ſins , 


' whereas the fault-is not in the power 


of Faith, nor the Promiſe, nor in 
BD 1 the - 


a 


1 2 
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the Lord ; for God doth not orudy 
his people of comfort , but wouf(| 
have his people live chearfully, anilm 


The poor d oubting C briftian, © 


have ſtrong confolations and mighty 
aſſurances of his love ; and therefor 
the Text faith, Rejoyce in the Lord al. 


ways, and agam, T ſay, Rejoyce, And 


{o,. Heb.6.18, God hath ſworn that by 6g 
:1wo immutable things, wherein it's ims| j 


toffible for God to lie, me might bay 


ftrong conſolations, Nay , the Lord 


rejoyceth in the proſperitie of hi} 


fervants ; and therefore hath richly 


provided for you, that yoir-may re | 


Joyce; and in not ſo doing, we of- 


fer a great deal of wrong to the Lord, | 


and his promiſes, and bring anillre- 


pore upon that grace and mercie of 


is: And we hereby alſo open the 
mouths of the wicked , and make 
them ſay , O, theſe preciſe people 


talk of quiet and contentment, and | 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ! There ts great. 


talking of theſe things, bat we could 
never ſec it yet. O brethren,ic's a great 
ſhame ; are the riches and revenues 


of Faith fo great, that a Chriſtian | 


may live like a man all his days? 
| T.ct 


s 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 
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Letall the Drunkards and malicious 
wretches againſt God laugh and be 
merry; yet they cannot ſee one of 
thoſe days that a poor Saint can; 
jea though he lay in priſon all his life 
long, Matth,17.20. IF a man had but” 
faith 4s a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, and 
fall ſay to this Mountain, Go hence, 
#ſrall be done, Whether this be ſpo- 
ken of juſtifying faith, or no, I will 
mtnow diſfute';, but this 1 am ſure: 
of, Refiſt the Devil, and bc. will flie 
from-you-z and you may trample un- 


| der all your luſts and corruptions : 
| This is the life of Faith, and this life 
| ve may live , this life we ought to 
| live. If a Tradeſman have a fair 
| ſock, and quick returns, if he goes 


down the winde, and begin to de-- 


| Cline and decay ; every man will ſay, 
| He was left marvel/ous well, but” eis 


ther he knew not how' to uſe it, 


| wanting skill; or elſe attended not 


on it, wanting care : Another man 
would have lived bravely upon balt 


there is never a-poor Chriſtian, which 
trades in a Chriſtian courſe, but he 
bs F « 


of that means which: he .had :' So 


hath, 


© The poor doubting Chriſtian, © 


hath a fair Eſtate, and may live] of 
like a Man, One promiſe is enouph| 0r 1 
to make a man live comfortably all of h 
* his days, though he were in neve| need 
ſo much want : Bur if he be caſt be.| and 
hinde hand , and goes down the] tc] 
winde with comfort and joy ;. and|| fait] 


Fempers, and vexation: the fau| Pro 
is not in the Eſtate, for the Lord tj bell 
him very well; he had a Child&] Oy 
portion, had he had an heart to fear] tt 
God, and love him; as David faith | tin 
O be mercifnl unto me , as thou uf \ 
zo do unto thoſe that love and fear thi © 
Name : The fault was not in th}. t" 
Pome, that they could not, noryf :%” 
is faith that it would not help him: M4 
but he let the promiſes lie by ; the 4 
came into the Table, but he never cat} 9! 
them up, nor hasbanded them aright|- ? 

He had a world of conſolations, that 

would have given. a man Tibertie in 
Priſon , honour in ſhame and dil} | 
grace, and comfort in time of dij - 
fires ; but he did not. hisband them 
and therefore he adviſed to-do as thi 
Tradeſman doth; he. will not (per 
0 


finks becauſe of his pride, and dj; t90 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


of his ſtock, but live of his trading 6 


1 or I weu'd have every Chriſtian live 


of his faith, Whatever ſtrength thou 


| needeſt, fetch it from grace'in Chriſt ; 
.| and whatever comfort thou wanteſt, 


fetch it from Chrift ; but live by 


| faith, and make a good living of it 
4 too; and then thou haſt improved the 


promiſe aright; bring but'an empty 
believing' heart with thee, and*the 
*Oyl will never fail, and the Meal in 
the Barrel will never decay, but con- 
tinually ſupply thee,as it did that poor 
Widow. | 


-* Objet, But how ſhall a man be. 
trained, that he get this $kill of: /;- 
-ving by faith? Every man hath his. 
ſhifts and tricks, and lives by his own - 
| devices; and the Devil hath enongh - 


of them in the world that Jive this 


_ Life; but the beſt Life of all js little 


2 


look'd after... 
Now, for an Anſwer , know thus 


- much ; That there are three particu- 


| lays for the training up of the heart to 


lean the kill of living by faith, 

1. Firſt, we mult labour to get mats - 
ter for our faith to work upon. = 
| : 2, We 


1 
__ 
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mean, ſome are ignorant and cannot 


. preaching Miniftrie ; others have but Þ 


the work. | 

3. We muſt Jabour to order our 
faith aright in the work. , [ys the © 

Firſt, we muſt provide matter forever} | 
our faith to work. upon : For this we fone} 
ſee ordinarily , if a workman want |out of 
matter to w rk upon, either a Car-|the- M 
penter or-the like, he muſt needs ceaſe. | God, 
his work, and he can go-no further,)|i) * 
And if a man's work fails, how can hg and 
provide for his familie 2, This is the | yracic 
complaint of poor peox le now adays, | 
that they have no work ; ſo it isin-a | 
Chriſtian's courſe ; many poor Chris. 
ſtians that are newly ſet up, and are; 
not aforehand in the world , they; 
want even matter for their faith ;-F |: 


2. We muſt labour to fit faith fa; | Now 


read; and-ſome have not-means of a 


ſmall parts arid cannot hear, and littk | 
do they retain of what they do hear. 
The promiſes of God not underſtood, | 
nor remembered, nor rightly applied, | 
they live marvellouſly poor, when | ' 
they might live more-/comfortably in | © 
the world. | 
Now. 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


'| Now the matter of our faith is 
þ whol Word of God: as it is 
[with the Bee in gathering Honey: 
- [s the Spider gathers Poyſon out of 
[every Flower ; fo the Bee gathers 
e. Honey out of the ſame Flower ; and 
t Jout of the ſweeteſt Flower ſhe ſucks 
« [the moſt Honey,  O the Word of 
+ | God, how full of ſweet Flowers is 
[it! Fhere is the ſharpeſt terrours , 
#| and the fearfulleſt plapues too: A 
"I gracious heart will gather ſweetneſs 
out of both: theſe. But above all, 
the ſweet of the promiſes of the Go= 
| ſpel, the ſap and: ſweet therein, and 
the Bloud of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
that 15 communicated thereby. O, 
| the. faithful Soul ſucks moſt | there . 
ENow that we may provide matter for 
bur faith, obſerve theſe Rules, which 
£5 commonly. obſerved in all provi- 
| Lone, 
- Firſt, They provide and lay in, in 
+ ſeaſon, timely, as ſoon as they can : 
this is the prafice of him that 
- would husband his Eſtate wiſely : his 
| care is to buy at the beſt hand : So 
L would have a good CAR 4 
_— Bo Y 
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ſtore up all the promiſes of God, in 
all the good Word of God ſeafon;ſthe real 
ably ; I mean when all thy parts and|jf tho 
abilities are ſtrong, and nature is able] 4 thin 
to fight it out ; and while the fair. | While 
day of Gods favour lafteth,and while] qd tl 
the Word and Sacraments are diſpen-|nances 
fed ;- this is the beſt time to Jay in ſp. | not ho 
ritual proviſions , that we may ne] from | 
want them when we have uſe of them, | Palat? 
It is a marvellous ſtrange and preps] them 
ſterous courſe, when a man is weak, | of G! 
his eyes dim , and- his heart and | now' 
ſtrength faileth , and even ready to | mies 
give up the ghoſt, then to lay in gracs | gain 
and proviſion of mercie : - and the | tann 
for him who hath hated the Mini» | pooc 
ſters, and loathed the means of grace, | conl 
and abuſed the patience and long-fuf--| The 
fering of Gad : - O then, to have a | the 
Miniſter come to him, and have a | con 
promiſe in the day of perſecution; | Ch 
then for a man to bethink himſelf of | tho 
the promiſe and comforts of the Go- | mi 
ſpel; when a man ſhould ſpend *on thi 
the promiſes, then to be getting of w: 
them; this is ill Husbandrie: The a 
better way isthis, to be buying and | ſp 
| getting. 


| 


's 


———_—_ 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


n[xtting in at every turn: and this is 


Jthe reaſon why - our Saviour faith,.O 
f thou. hadſi known, in this thy aay; 
th things that bclong unto thy peace ! 


«| While the Word, and thy Life, 
nd the 'Sabbaths , and the Ordi- - 
"] NANCES hft; this 1s thy day; we know - 
[nwthow ſoon the Lord may take all 


fom us. O the eftate of the poor 
tem, they have loſt all the means 


o Grace , and they have Idolatr'e 
'now- amongſt them, and their Ene- 


tannot ſee a good Miniſter , nor a 


| good. Chriſtian, but -they weep, to 


conſider the times - they once had : 


| Therefore let's labour to be wile in 


the Lord, now while the Fair is; and 
confider how God deals with: his 


| 
| 


| there of the goodneſs of God to- 


midſt of the Temple. It is ſpoken 


| wards Sion: A cup of poyſon, and 


j 


a ſtone of ſtumbling : when he had 
ſpoken of all the Bulwarks that God 


had 


Palatinates , if it be trae we hear of © 


mies force them to go to Maſs a-- 
. | "WAR. « 
fainit their Conſciences ; and they 


Children: Pfalm 48.9. We have 
| thought of thy Name, .O Lord, in the 


—_—_— 


130 


PE ——_— 


"The poor doubting C briſtian, 
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had made, and all the goodneſs ani{throw « 
mercic he had ſhewed to his peopleſfor thy 
and the malice and wrath of his Enea9.. F# 
m'es: He faith , This God is onfDavid 
God, even for ever: as if he halſheis nc 
ſaid, The Lord did-provide for hytime of 
people in Egypt, and overthrew proufftand : 
Pharaob that ſer himſelf. againſt Codgromil 
and this is our God, When thou atſſave t 
in the Wilderneſs, this God is thyf a 1 
God ; when thou art in'perſecutiaqſnd t 
this God is thy God, and the Godifſtund, 
all : thus he ſtores up while the ſeaſaſnd pc 
Taſte. ery 

2, Note this, as thou muſt obay tc 
ſerve what God doth to others, tad: 
Jabour.to treaſuce up thy own” expeion: 


 riences, 1 Tim.4 ,18. He hath deft; 


livered.us, and he doth and will deter t 
liver us, faith the Apoſtle : and theputt n 
Prophet David faith, I remember thyprſen 
judgement of old, O, well fare a goodfards 
old ſtore! I remember, ſaith he, honſall 
thou didſt rebuke 4 malek,, and over: )the 
throw Nimrod, and Nebuchadnezzarfall 
and Achitophel, O it's admirable tome , 
conſider theſe things ! I receivedpat C 
comfort, Caith he ; God wyHl over-| £ 

| throw 


_— 


—— 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


_ ———_—_— 


I3.1 


— — PIT . 


{throw every Enemie, and this is ſtore 
elfor thy faith to work upon, Pſz1.89. 
ela9, Where are thy former mercies ? 
xDavid is aforchand with God now ; 
dhe ts not come to buy food juſt at the 
time of famine, but it's Jaid up before- 
dhand : Lay in abundantly of all the 
[Sromiſes of all kindes, you had better 
fllave than lack ; and ivs the wiſdom 
mw a man to have ſomewhat to ſpare, 
ped to have an overplus afore- 
fund, that a man may not live feebly, 
zþad poorly, and be at his wits end 

rery turn, and. knows not which 
Fay to ſhift for himſelf, and have no 
Siad in his houſe ; I mean, no pro- 


2:22, Who i wiſe, let him bear for 
eGfer times; As if he had ſaid, You 
muſt not onely lay-in- promiſes for the 
reſent , but ſtore them for after- 
dards; as the Chapman faith, I 
wall want this at ſuch a time; ard 
r-pthe Husbandman faith, I ſhall have 
r,ccalion for this or that at ſuch a 
oſime, and ſo get it aforehand. O 
fat God would give us theſe hearts ! 


r-|is good, as we may fo ſay, to keep: 
W promiſz 


ion. of promiſes by him : 1/atah 


———_— 
» 
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promiſes in pickle , that we majky; thi 
ſpend them at leaſure, Iz the dayi}yich r 
famine, ſaith the Prophet, thow ſhal Thoug 
have enough, Theſe ſpecial yo[jga gr 
miſes will be good meat in Legs 
when haply thou ſhalt fit under {he ha' 
hollow Tree, and creep among tfqr S: 
Buſhes ; then three or four of thffus, 
promiſes will give a man a goalſ#:, 
meal of comfort; therefore ſiofſkrh, 
them up, they will do you no ha n - 
and when you are driven from howllſtmay 
and home, and ftiends, and all, the ri 
will - exceedingly. refreſh . O lagace, 
ſweetly are they feattered uy allies w 
[Pth t 
m 


downin the world, according to 
Saints ſeveral neceſſities and: ocollhwn 
ons ! Bring this precious proviliſhb it 
home, leſeave it not in the Marktifzy th 
it's a follie toſay, I have good proifath , 
fion, but it is not here, Let ſnl , 
Word of God dwell plenteouſly in Myhich 
and richly in all wiſdom. ObſerveFhrift 
mult be plentie, no: ſcant ; it mifimes 
dwell in you, that youu may but lifarelet 
aſide and have it ; there is the watiffere it 
for your faith to work on. - So allofith, 


the next place, we are to fit failfinews 


þ 


—_ CL 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


allor the ſervice, that it may ſucceed 
Mlwith more comfort and better ſpeed. 
#Though a man be a believer, yet there 
va great deal cf duJnefs and blunt- 
#Ineſs comes upon this grace, though 


Mour Saviour chides his Diſciples, O 
Mfwls, ſlow and dull of heart to believe, 
Mfc, So we ought to whet our 
aith, that it may line and ſquare the 
= (as it is in the Hebrew) that 


Wthe riches of the freeneſs of God's 
Myrace, and fo bring comfort to us: 
MPs with the hand of faith, as it 1s 


th the hand of the bodie; if it be 


Md it or warm it before he can hold 


ith, for faith is the hand of the 
Ao! , it takes bold of that mercie 
Which God hath provided for us in 


mes ' nummed , and ſtiff through 


Fareleſneſs and Hooſneſs ; there-- 


Wore it's not enough for a man to have 


ith, but he muſt ſupple and oyl the 


Minews of fait), that he may more 
q - freely. 


& 


he have it : Lake 24. 28; See how 


y pierce through the veil of ail 


Wnmed, (iff, or frozen, a man muſt 


wy thing; ſo it is with the hand of 


AUuriſt Jeſus, Now faith is ſome- 


The poor doubting Chrijtian, 


freely take hold of the promiſes o&— 

life, and receive comfort fraf* it ? 
thence; and that this may be dowſ®Þ 
we muſt firſt maintain the eviden? Mu 
of Faith once gotten z without qu; will v 
ſtion undeniable, this grace of Fai derit 
once. gotten, is to be maintainelF ſpe 
Mark it, 1 ſpeak not of thoſe tiy { m 


man live by Faith who hath nag? 
but it's for thoſe in whoſe healfi® he 
God hath been pleaſed to workthifſ0* 4! 
bleſſed grace : This muſt be the ar of 
of thoſe that have gotten Faith : l*£® 
muſt know the nature of Faith ing 
nera], and of his Faith in particu b 
whether it be of that Faith whilfſ®io"t 
Peter ſpeaks of; for there is a grill b 
deal of Copper-Faith in the Wor? 

As, that Jeſus Chriſt came into? © 
world to fave ſinners, and the likf®* 15 
Now when thou haſt gained of 1 
dence that thou haſt Faith, then fillÞ* t 
up, and keep it by thee, and Jaboqp © | 
to make the demonſtration of it (Pit 
plain to thy ſou), that ic may und £94 
niable, What a great follie is irſ + 


2 man to queſtion, when he ſho ob 
g it Te 


mn _— 


drawn unto Chriſt, I 35 


<———— 


A OO Or "POCO ur WAR rune. 
— 


tc it? The work muſt needs be 
uch hindred, though he have never 
Þ much faith , when he begins to 
dil with it, and to queſtion whe- 
crit be good or no: It's a prover- 
ſpeech , He that doubts of his 
Sz miſleth his way; for while he 
$doubting, he goes no way in con- 
gun; fo he that queſtions whe- 
Wer he hath Faith or no, gets little 
Sod at preſent by it : tell a poor fin- 
of living by Faith, and he faith, 
$3 good news if he had it: *Tis poor 
ntort to bid a man go warm him 
kn he hath no fire; fo it's poor 
Wnfort*to bid a man live by that 
Wich he never had ; quarrelling and 
Wubting when a man hath it, hin+ 
ns the uſe and benefit of- Faith : 
oe is a+ man that is quarrelling 
Fat it, when he ſhould live on It : 
{en the Diſciples ſaw Jeſus walk- 
a#gon the Seas, they thought it was 
 (Pfiric, but Jeſus ſaid unto them, Be 
dy good comfort, it is I: Now when 
fate knew it was Chriſt , being 
i8mewhat too ventrous; he ſaid, 
qt be thou, Lord, bid me come mn 
thee 


_ 36 : The poor doubting Chriſtian, = 
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tbee on the water ; and Chriſt ſaid fFrayec 
Come; and Peter going, the water be(hmes 
gan to be boiſtrous, his heart begwſſeadi] 
to fink, &c. and Chriſt ſaid unnfrtab 
him, O thou of little faith, why tfftous 
thou doubt ? as if he had ſaid, It Ps 
now no time of doubting, but a timgfear 
of believing: The Lord bid hinte frat 
come, and he had ground enoughtylt the 
come, and ſtrength of Faith to comegaArn! 
but when he ſaw the Waves grea: auwken 
troubleſome, inſtead of believing, Womm 
fell a queſtioning and quarrellinfmot 
with the promiſe : As it is with aþ tho 
foul ruſty Musket, ſhoot ſuch a is a | 
off, and it will recoil. When Faillfplcd 


£1 


grows ruſty with doubting , we Wks d 
dewn diſmay*d and unſetled ; the whmma1 
ry queſtioning and quarrelling again Dj 
the work of Faith, many times, doWWhriſt y 
as much diſable a man to put forth tid ma; 
power of Faith, as if he had no Faitiffex ; 
at all. Bred : 
Secondly, when thou haſt maithyhjle, 
tained the clearneſs of the work Uhice of 
grace before gained, then labourtfiey hac 
bring thy heart to marvellons ſtilndffrrue. 
and «calmneſs from time to tie of 
Stay 


_ drawn unto Chriſt, 


kayedneſs and fRtilneſs of the Soul, 
or the heart to hold the ſhield 
adily, and bear off the blow com- 
ktably when it comes, thoſe boi- 
Mrous affe&ions , thoſe crowds and 
$woops of troubleſome i imaginations, 
fear and jealouſfies ; theſe unrank 
le frame of the Soul, that it is not 
the command of Faith ; as it is in 
mArmic, when Ranks and Files are 


Lmmander never ſo ckilful , he 
MEtnnot in that condition march cn : 
0 ho though we had never ſo: victori- 
ja Faith, yet if the Soul were 
_ and down with thoſe boi- 
, pus diſtempers, the Soul could not 
mmand Faith, When it was told 
þ Diſciptes , Luke 24.41. that 
Whrift was riſen from the dead, and 
' hr manifeſted himfelt to them; the 
t ſaith, They believed not and won- 


wile, and it was through the vio- 
Mice of their joy; which made them 
7 had no leafure to believe. As 
Mirrue of moderate aſſe&ion, ſo it's 
Wane of ſtrong fear, and care, and di» 
a | ſtempers 


Woren, they are at a Rout, be the 


E 


ul ; They would not believe for a ' 


cone 
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ſtempers, becauſe theſe hnrry the ſoul] 2: 
violently , and tranſport it fo, thaſva 
he cannot believe: As itis in a Road it he 
the Traveller is fitted tq go his Jow. of a 
ney, but he is hindered, becauſe th of G 
Crowd is ſo great and ſtrong, tha. 3- 
they croſs him, and oppoſe him, an! ' 
are ready to carry him another waſte 
againſt his will ; juſt fo it is with Pe! 
ſoul thus troubled with tumultuaſſ10 
thoughts, eſpecially Mclancholly, aniv9ug 
thoſe other enemies of the ſoul, a|ome! 
vain imaginations, ſinful fears, fi aſe 
ful ſorrow , diſtempered though D 
and cares; that though the heartyÞme: 
willing and able to believe, yet thatj#at 
ſtirrings of boiſterous afte&ions, thaſme 
croſs Faith in the way , and baqrro! 


1 


it down: there David chides his heave a 
in Pſalm 43.5, Even rocks it afleq um (: 
and would bring it quiet, ſaying, WF - 
art thox ſo diſquieted,; O my Soul, nf".m 
art thou diſquieted within me? Tha my 
are three things fit our purpoſe in tin 
Text... BE | Pkes 
1. Thata tumultuous diftemperquzen 


heart makes a man lie flat upon IFAL b 


back, and fink into a ſwound. 01; 
| Fu 


_———_—_— ——— 
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w 2. It hinders the work of faith; mark 
{what follows : S121] truft in God : As 
d[if he had ſaid, Leave thoſe diſtempers 
x10f heart, and reſt upon the freeneſ: 
lof Gods grace. 
hal. 3. David yet looks up' to God 
nlfor mercy 5: For be # Jet my God, 
ay The virtue of this Rule we find by 
| {&perience ; efpecial'y in melancholly 
wiſcrſons , when they have ſwarms of 
wthoughts buzzing in their minds ; 
aſomerimes reſtleſs fears , that do 
#rdaſe their hearts, as the hound dces* 
ly the Deer in the Foreſt ; and after this 
tjomes another affeAtion, and after 
\G#{(at another ; and fo at laſt they 
kaſeme all together : Sometimes the 
aorrour of a mans conſcience makes 
ae and cry after him, and makes 
zum ſay, Oh, bow my heart ſmites 
Wc ! me-thought 1 ſaw Hell gaping 
oor. m2, and the Devil even ſtanding 
het my Elbow , ready to carry me 
tiÞown to everlaſting deſtruction : this 
' Takes his ſoul to have ſuch an a- 
razement and gaſtlineſs of ſpirit, 
\ [War be cannot reach the promiſe of 
vl: Well , take the Lords advicz 
G Eo by 


| 
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ſtempers, becauſe theſe hnrry the ſai] 2: 
violently , and tranſport it fo, thaſva 
he cannot believe : As itisin a Road it he 
the Traveller is fitted to gohis Jour 0 Þ 
ney, but he is hindered, becauſe th od G 
Crowd is ſo great and ſtrong, tha. 3: 
they croſs him, and oppoſe him, and for x 
are ready to carry him another way, 
againſt his will ; juſt ſo it is with q#Fct 
ſoul thus troubled with tumultuouſcfo 
thoughts, eſpecially Melancholly, an thou 
thoſe other enemies of the ſoul, amet 
vain imaginations, finful fears, finale 
ful ſorrow , diſtempered though|#eD 
and cares; that though the heartyome: 
willing and able to believe, yet thalſMat 
ſtirrings of boiſterous afte&ions, thyme 
croſs Faith in the way , and þeporro! 
it down: there David chides his heme a 
in Pſalm 43.5, Even rocks it afleq| lm (a 
and would bring it quiet, ſaying, VF - 
art thox (0 difmicted: O my Soul, wpu.m 
art thou diſquieted within me? The My 
are three things fit our purpoſe in town 
Fext. WE: Makes 
1. Thata tumultuous diftemper Quzen 


heart makes a man lie flat upon MAL b 


back, and fink into a (wound. v0 ; 
| 2.1 
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{what follows : Sl] traft in God © As 
d|it he had ſaid, Leave thoſe diſtempers 
11of heart, and reſt upon the freeneſ: 
of Gods grace. 

hail. 3 David yet looks up' to God 
niſfor mercy : For he is yet my God, 
ay, The virtue of this Rule we find by 
\ J6perience ; eſpecial'y in melancholly 
wiſcrſons , when they have ſwarms of 
n{{itoughts buzzing in their minds ; 
x[ometimes reſtleſs fears , that do 


* ; 
£(aſe their hearts, as the hound dces 


ſite Deer in the Foreſt ; and after this 
thjomes another affte&tion, and after 
\&{{tat another ; and fo at laſt they 
haſome all together : Sometimes the 
affiorrour of a mans conſcience makes 
We and. cry after him, and makes 
qu ſay , Oh, how my heart ſmites 
wc ! me-thought 1 ſaw Hell gaping 
wÞor. me, and the Devil even ſtanding 
het my Elbow , ready to carry me 
thiſown to everlaſting deſtru&ion : this 
fakes his ſoul to have ſuch an a- 
razement and gaſtlincſs of ſpirit, 
Pat he cannot reach the promiſe of 
vl; Well , take the Lords advicz 


ll 2: It hinders the work of faith; mark © 


- — 
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by the Prophet ; Fear #ot, but ſand ery 
ſtill, and fee the ſalvation of the Lord: fie 
that is, lay aſide thoſe reſtleſs imagi. 
nations , and thoſe crowds of fooliſh 1 
conceits ; ſtand ſtill, and be quiet, and LI 
with the cye of faith bebold the falyz. | 


rar, 


tion of God. " 
A third Rule, How faith may he iy 
fitted for the work , take notice 0 - 


this. In the want of any means , dd 
not firſt ſeek for them; and in the og 
preſence of any means God affords | "* 
look not firff to them for ſuccour 
_ , but fir} go to the pro 
miſe, that it may ſupply what you 
need, and that the promiſe may ble 
what means you have. It is an un 
_ comfortable and diſorderly cours 
for a man barely, and firſtly, to looi 
at thoſe things which are within tht 
compaſs of Senſe, and ſo range 
and down in the uſe of the mean; 
when the promiſe and Chriſt aretli 
faft thought of in cur hearts. As fo 
inſtance : In a time of poverty, hoſſ}, 
doth the ſoul unfit it ſelf for tc 7 
promiſe? When a man ſees his cſiat theſe 
low, and he is like to come $9.0 | 
Ty 


0 


i 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


ery, he faith, I have ſome good 
friends that will not ſee me want, 
| have ſo much means left yet , and 
| have my health and ſtrength, and 
[ hope to get a poor living. Not one 
word all this while of a promiſe : 
But what ſay you to this ? If death 
take away all thy friends , fickneſs 


take away thy health and firength, . 


fire or thieves take away all thy 
z-oods , Whether wilt thou now go ? 
When then, at a dead lift,as we com- 
monly ſay, he is fain to go to that 
mercy which endareth for ever, Oh 
friend , are you there now 2 Why 
came you not thither at firſt? Well, 
ince thou art come , reaſon thus: I 
am like to be poor, and my friends 
may die , and thieves may rob 
me of all my goods : but the mer- 
of the Lord endureth for ever. 
So a Miniſter, that is faithful, deſires 
to preach fruitfully , and to the bene- 
fit of the Congregation ; and then 
we catch at the helps that are near at 
hand , and we go to our Books and 
Studies, owr wits and pains;and think 
theſe will do the deed. We do well 

G 2 in 
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in all this ; but the fault is in the 
order of doing them. Haply God 
knocks off mans wheels , and a 
man 1s not able to come to the bot. 


tome of the point z and if he be able 


to compaſs the truth in ſome mea» 
ſure, yet God blaſts all he doth, and 
there 1s no good comes to the foul; 
of his people ; at laſt he is fain to go 
to the promiſe; and then the poor 
Miniſter ſaith , Lord, thou haſt ſaid 
thou wilt be with thy faithful Mini- 
ſters to the end of the World : Little 
ſtrength there is in us; but be thou 
with us, Lord : now the work goes 
on again. The Tradeſman is honeſt 
and painful, and. he hopes to com- 
paſs a good eſtate by his Calling , his 


ſtock is good and great, and his «kill 


15 ſufficient , and his penyworth ſhall 
be as reaſonable as any others , and 
his acquaintance are many : Then 
God blaſts all theſe, and then he 
comes to the promile, as in Pſalm 1; 
3. Whatſoever the righteous doth it 


ſhall proſper. Hold here now, and 


lay, I expe all from the promiſe, 
mercy and ſuccour from the pro- 
CO 


drawn unto C hriſt, 


miſe. This was the courſe that Fa. 


coþ took, Gen. 32,9, firſt he wreſtled 
with God and overcame him ; then 
he wreſtled with his brother Eſa, 
and ſaid, O God of my father Abra. 
ham , and God of my father Iſaac, 
which ſaidſt unto me , Retzrn into 
thine own Country, and I will dy thee 
god; I am not worthy of the leaſt of all 
thy mercies : Lord, deliver me from 
the hand of my Brother Eſau , fir 1 
fear him. Thus he wreſtled with the 
Lord by virtue of a promiſe, over- 
came him, and then overcame his 
brother Eſaz , Hebrews the 13. 
45, Marriage uw honourable among 
al men, and the bed undefiled : but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge, But how will you have help 


| againſt this covetouſneſs >? A man 


would have ſaid thus : You have got 
agood portion, and but little charge, 
and many friends : but this courſe 
God takes : for he ſaith , I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee, And thus 
when I have chaſed away Doubting, 
thea faith is ready, and the Shield is 
ſcoured, 

G 2 Now 
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The Poor doubting Cc briſftian, _ 


Now for the ordering of faith in 
the work, there are two things tobe 
attended to. 

1. How the ſoul ſhould pet to th: 
Promules. 

2. How the ſou! ſhould taxe, re. 
ccive and improve this ſufficiency and 
excellency that is in God. _ 

1. Howthe ſoul ſhould get to the 
promiſe: You fee al is ready , the 
way open, and faith is fitted. Ther 
arc three Rules to be obſerved , hou 
the ſoul may ge: to the promiſe, 

1. Throw off all power and abi. 
lity in thy ſelf Nevertheleſs , faith 
the Apoſtle, I live; yet not T, bnt 
Chriſt liveth in me; It is not Itha 
live by any power of my ſelf, but 
(Zhriſt livech in me. It was Chrilt 
quickning , reviving , and enabling, 
though he had faith, I kyor, faich the 
Prophet, Fer. 10. 23. that the m4 
of man is 109t in himſelf, neither as 1t 
man to dire his own ſteps, So do 
thou ſay, it ever thou wouldſt hav: 
thy heart fitted to go to the prom? 
Say, It is not here, Lord, it is not in 
this vain mind. is is not in the pow 

| er 
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dranon unto C brift, 


er of this dead heart, or any paſſage 

that ever I received , whereby 1 am 
able to believe in thee, I mean the 
principle of life is not. here , the 
root of faith is in the promiſe, 'and 
from thence it comes into the ſou), 
As It 1s with a Mariner , when the 
Ship 15 upon the ground in the ebbe 
and low water, he doth not expe 
to tug his Ship to the {hore by any 
power of himſelf: So,, It 33 not in 
my wiſdom that can dire& me, and 
It isnot in my weapon that can de- 
fend ; it is not this humility that can 
bring my ſoul down : It is not here, 
it not I , Lord, that can ret or go 
to a promiſe; even all our abilities 
are at a low ebbe. All that we are, 
or can do, is toempty our ſelves, and 
fit our ſelves, and get up the maig 
maſt, that is, let the ſoul be ready 
for a promiſe, and by virtue of that 
he carried heaven-ward and Chiiit- 


ward. Take notice c& this! in your 


own ſouls , that the heart would be- 
gin at home If a temptation come, 
the heart of it ſelf would overcome 
It; and if a duty to be done, the nag 

(3 or 
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of it (elf would rerform it : and if 


2ppoſition come, the heart of it lf 
would refit it. O remember that. 7 
my offers an injury againſt Reaſon, 

Qenſe and Religion , and all. Now 
thy faith begins to wreſtle wih 
him and his deal'ng ; and conſcience 
checrs, and thou WV ile tear thy own 
eart out of thy own boſom. Bre. 
itnren , this will not do it : when a 
hip of an hundred Tun ©; pen 
APO! und , the 
"m1S their hearts wut , ere they make 
her go, Oh go then and ſay, Ic 13 not 

{ char can be patienr , and put up a 
wenn quict , expect it not from 
hence, Let the heart lic {til], till the 
wind and tide, and promiſe com2,and 
that will carry "thee. 

The. Second Rule : 
promiſe home to thy heart , 
promiſe may bring thy heart to It's 
and thus 1. would have you reaicn : 
The Lord Jefus Chriſt, by the power 
of his Spirit, is in the omit: ill. 
dentably, Wa. undoubtedly , , and un- 
ſpeakably accompanyingy in his 
rranner, as he fhall fee fit, This I 

ſay 


Bring the 


Variners 1Nay pull and: 


that the 
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1 lay, That the Almighty power of 


Chritt doth really and continually 
accompany the promiſe for the good 
of his : Hence lt 1s called , The ſpirit 
of promiſe ; for there is an Almighty 
creating work goes along with the 


promiſe. And I reaſon thus ; that 


Word that diſcerns the thoughts of 
the h-arts of men, that Word muſt 
needs have the Almighty Work of 
Gods Spirit accompanying of it : 
{o far as God hath promiſed it; not 
when thou haply think*ſ it fit , but 
when God ſees it fit, He doth it 


45 a voluntary workman , therefore 


thon conſidereſt that there is an Al. 


mighty power , and a fulneſs in the 


promiſe, Then lay that promiſe up- 
on thy own heart, and conclude it, 
and Jook for virtue from thence, to 


| draw thy foul to it again, 


I have ſeveral paſſages to expreſs 
this more fully. Facob would not 
believe that Joſeph was alive; or i 
he were alive, he had but little 
means, and was poor, Gen 45. 26, 
27, 28, 29, But when be ſaw ihe 


chariats that Foſeph bad ſent bim, then 
Paris Wat 79 des 
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he believed and ſaid, I bave enough , 
Foſeph my Son liveth, The Chariot 
tent from Joſeph to Facob, brought 
Facob to Foſeph. So every believing 
ſoul js poor and feeble, and diſabled 
togoto God, and to believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : therefore look 
thou unto the Chariots of Iſrael firf, 
and that will convey thee to the pro. 
miſe: As itis with the Miller ; firit he 
prepares the Mill ftly, and orders all 
the oecaſions thereof ; and when the 
Kones are fit, and Jaid to go, yet it 
will not till the ſluce be pulled up, 
and the. water run that grives the 
Mill : So the foul is humbled, and 
lies level with the Lord and his 
Truth , and is content to yield to hi 
conditions ; but now the ſoul of it 
ſelt, in itſelf, cannot go, it hath not 
the principle of going ; but let down 


the {lace of the promiſe, and let that 


come to thy heart, and it will bring 
thy ſoul home to the Lord as Lzk,19, 


9. This day ſalvation is come to thy| 


ouſc : Not to the walls of thy houſe, 


but to men that are in thy houſe, | 


They did not come to falyation z Eut 


la { 


| 


| 
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drawn unto ChrijF. 
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Glvation came to them. The Lord 
ſent ſalvation to ſalute the houſe of 
little Zachens, 

The third Rule. When the pro- 
miſe 15 thus come home to thee , and 
thou ſeeſt the ſufficiency and autho- 
rity of it, then all thou halt to do is 
this; In the ſtream of that promiſe 
be carried home to the promiſe, The 
Prodigal, Lb, 15, is ſaid tobe like a 
of ſheep. (Mark this , for it con» 
cerns you , poor creatures.) The 
roor ſheep is wandering up and 
down , now in the mouth of the Ly- 
on, and then in the bryers, and ſome- 
times in the pit, The Text ſaith, He 
lexveth ninety nine to ſeek, that, That 
s, In compariſon of what care he_ 
expreſſeth to the loſt fheep ;, he lea- 
veth a man regenerate nct carelcily, 
but he will not expreſs ſo great love 
to a focr loſt man: And though 
tho2u canſt not find the way to hea= 


ven, yet he will find it thee, Jie thou 


upon the ſhoulders of Chrift, When 
thou findeſt thy heart feeble and 


weak, and thy ſelf unable to believe, 
| then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt brings the 


Sparit 
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Spirit ot grace, and that comes tg 
ſe:Kkz anc Jeſus Chriſt lays that ſau] 
of thine upon his ſhoulders , that is, 
z1pon the riches of the freeneſs of his 
grace ; Therefore let thy heart be 
tranſported by the power of that 
grace, and by the virtue of that mer. 
cy that God hath made known to 
tice for thy everlaſting good, When 
the Chariots are come- , get up into 
them, The Lord Jeſus Chrift is 
gone up to heaven, and hath ent 
theſe 'Chariots for thee ; therefore 
get theeup, and ſay, Lord,take me 0 
wit thee, When the Mariner hat 
Sea=room enough , he cares fcr no 
man , it he can but obſerve the char: 
nel; he looks rot ſo much at his Oar, 
or any thing, ſo that he can bat ob- 


ferve the channe). This channel is thel 


full tide of promiſe ; therefore lay 
thy ſelf upon the promiſe, and fy, 
Lord, in the virtue of that gract, 
and in the power of that Spirit, car- 
ry nx, and in the riches of that mer- 
cy of thine, Lord convey the heart d 
this por ſinner, and make me happy 
with thy {lt for ever, 

ee, Agalng 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


Again , Never . let a quick ſtock 
lie dead by you ; it's monſtrous ill 
husbandry not to be trading with a 
quics ſtock, As it is in the world 
with temporalls, even fo it is in our 
ſpiritua] eſtate, Though a man have 
little for the preſent , yet if he have 
ſome old reverſion to come , it will 
refreſh his heart, and beare him up in 
time of poverty and miſery ; and 
he ſatth, If he can make but a {cram 
bling ſhifc for a while, for fo long 
timz, then he hopes to live as weil as 
any man in tne Country : So there 
i ſome of the promiſes wee have in 
poſſeſſion, Oh, but there is the re- 
verſion of old promiſes, old rents. 
As old rents of Farmes that were let 
long ago, When the Leaſes come out, 


. they are worth treble the Rent they 


were let for- at the firſt : ſo there are 
old rents of comfort and mercy. ; as, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father , inverit 
the Kingdom prepared for yju. Then 


No more tears, no More trouble , nv 


more ſorrow, no more fin Oh get 
thoſe into your hands, and have them 


—— — — — Os ama 


in uſc, and fay , The day will come 
toes : when 
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when we ſhall have happineſs and 
Joy beyond all that the tongue of 
man can expreſs , or the heart con. 
ceive, Thovgh we are butfeted with 
many temrtations, and wearied 
with a world of corruptions, yet 


we ſhall be ſaved , faith Faith : Thus | 


a man may make a pretty good ſhift 
to live upon theſe terms, though we 
have nothing elſe to live upon in the 
world, Remember what I ſpeak 
now , and labour to faſten this truth 
upon thy heart ; that there is not 
onely preſent good in thy ſelf, but 
in another, and reſerved by another 
for thy comfort , and be thou con- 
tent it ſhould be fo; not only to look 
what thou haſt ; but conſider that the 
greateſt part of thy glory is in the 
glory of a Chriſt ; and the greateſt 
part of thy wiſdom is in the wi: 


dom of a Chriſt ; and the greateſt 


part of thy liberty in the liberty of a 
Chriſt , and thy riches in the riches 
of a Chriſt : And know , whatever 
15 in Chriſt thou haſt jt all as thine, 


Fohn 3, 12, Bchold what love the Fa- 


ther bath ſhewn to us, thag we are 


now 


——_— 


arawn unto Chriſt, 


ww the Sons of God ! 1 tell you, 
brethren , this is a marvellous privi- 
kdge ; and if you had no more but 
this, you hada childes portion ;, bur 
it appears not what we ſhall have; 
we have but a glimpſe now ; what 


think you will the harveſt be ? Now 
we have bur the fips of it , what ſhall. 


then the full cups be , when we ſhall 
ſee Chrijt as be & £ Thus did Mes 
improve his eſtate , Heb. 11. 26. He 
bore all afflictions comfortably ; yea, 
He eftecmed the rebukes of  Chrijt 
greater riches then the treaſures of 
Eoypt ; Why ? becauſe be bid an eye 10 
the recompence of the reward, We ac= 
count not of a mans eſtite for what 
he hath in prefent poſſeſſion , but 
what is like to befal tim , and that 
he is born unto. What Moſes did, 
do thou + Remember thou haſt a 


zood ſtock upon the ground, which: 


will pay all thy debt, and y:: ive 
like a man too. Though thou hatt 
many corruptions , many difzraces 


| caſt upon thee ; thongh tho.1 { aſt 


little ftrength , and art «@: 754% 144 
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enough in heaven, enough in Chrife "IP 
both of riches and comfort. Let ty 
ſoul then be careful to make all the Hh n 
preſent with thee for thine GWh "oF 
good. = Wu” 
But ſome will ſay, How may "_ 
man expe& that from the promik Ta 
which God intends,and will undoubt. th 
edly beſtow ? _ - 
For anſwer hereunto , I will*© 
ſhew what thou mayelt expect , and 
what God will undoubtedly beſtoy, 
If thou doſt believe , Heaven and 
Salvation are certainly thine, and|, 
perſeverance to the end, and that|. 
manner and meaſure of afliftance 
that may make thee fit! for perſeve- 
rance : Theſe three things grow here, 
But for temporal bleſſings which we 
deſire, and that meaſure of ſpiritu- 
all blefiings which we muſt have; 
fo much grace, and ſo much aflif-}, - 
ance, and ſo much abilities to do dw|,;1 
tie:; God doth not engage himſel 
to beftow theſe. But that which 
God cngageth himſelf to beſtow, 
both for temporal and ſpiritual blel- 
ſings, it may be diſcovered in oy 
| | three 


te ] 
ak 


———. —. 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


155 
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þ [CEE particulars. So much grace and 
of flurance of Gods love, and ſo much 


omfort: in grace as hee fees ft for 
hee after his own order, and in his 
aſin time; 1 will open them all, be. 
{ſtuſe many doe here bungle wender- 
bt Fully. 
'| Firſt , He will keftew them in. 
* hls OWN order, not thy order. Firſt, 
od He will make iÞce fit, and make thee 
2 mod, that thou mayck be able £0 dl - 
19 [it them, and ten hee willbettow 
K hem on thee, Haply a poor man 
we ariven tO deſperate hazard, and 
@ſ brought miſerably under, and there 
_ bre the heart cryes earneſtly for ſome 
+ ſtore ſupply ; and he calls, and Gcd 
3 alwers not ; and he labours to look 
un. [? tO the promiſe, where God ſaith, 
a) Utbing ſhall be wanting to þ.S', & yet 
F t cometh not, I fay, God wil vive 
heſe in his oven order. Firſt, Got 
ml make thee fit for this eſte te, anc 
ken give it. I never knew a £ccd 
in deſperately poor, but Þi- heart: 
is deſperately proud ; thercf-re 
te Lord will make him good , and 
ke his proud heart yield, and ___ 
. Yea 


ra 
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beſtow theſe things : Look for th... 
firſt, and then for the other. mg 

Again , another Chriſtian laboug, q * 
exceedingly for the aſſurance « ap 
Gods: love , and cannot obtain it, anþ ng: 
ſeeks to God in the uſe cf the prom gill g 
ſes, and yet he cannot find it (etl. ; 
Well, God will give th2e comfo nd p 
and conſolation, but in his of w_ 
time. And know this, that comfy; iq 
monly the Lord never debars theſaſ;c. 
of comfort , but he ſees the ha 7A 
is not fit for it, Thy heart vrould by «, 
proud and careleſs, and God wollly..f 
hear no more of thee , and thyljne 
would overturn the boat ; therelafy, v 
when God hath abaſed thy heart,ad, FR 
made thee content to want what hf £ 
ſhall deny , then he will give thee, 
ſurance, but it muſt be in his orde,n 
And this is the reaſon why the mal, 
ſmoak out their days in diſcontenthy,, 
the reaſon is, There is a proud hey; + 
and a ſturdy diſpoſition of ſpirit thþ,,q 
will not come unto Gods terms. cre, 
It is with a Phyſitian ; he will nyc 
give a Cordial to his Patient wht it 
he will: for if he were in a burnit My £2 


Fi 
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drumn unto Chrift, | 
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CH 


Uh fever , It were the next way to ſend 


 [timgoing : but firſt he purges him, 
Ws: nd makes him {it , and then gives 

fim a Cordial : So it is in theſe 
Flings which thou craveſt; the Lord 
jill give thee them, when thou ſhalt 
jt ſurfeit of comfort, and aſſurance, 
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$emptied and purged, and able to 


"Miipeſt theſe things, then the Lord wi'l 


faq; 


Ka 


d 


ye them. 

Secondly, The: Lord will give 
6 temporal blefſings, and that 
Incaſure of ſpiritual, in his own due 
ime ; not when thou and I would, 
ſh t when he ſees moſt fit, as Fobn 2. 
"J.4. The mother of Jeſus comes to 
Ur Saviour, and faith , They have 29 
"Apize, She thought ſhe had Chriſt at 
Ge ommand : but he anſwers her , We- 
nn, what Fave I to do with thee ? 
Wine hozr i not yet come. . So It 1s 
ict our ſculs ; we want comfort, 
and we want ſtrenzth againſt cur 
Orruprions, and affurance, and aſhiit- 
Mnce : But what bave I to do with 
Jaat proud heart, ſays cur Savicur ? 
Jn t2me 3s or yet ccme. You wowd 
" have 


| 


ind proſperity ; and when thy hearr 
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have It now, as they ſaid , Wilt ty 
now reſtore the Kingdom to Ihrael knt 
God will doinhis own time, andyf: dc 
muſt wait tis leaſure. This is of 
thing that doth neceſlarily accom ne 
pany the. Covenant of Grace, a; th 
have ſhewed before. That the Lonſ" 
ſhould diſpenſe of his Kingdof® 
when he plcaſetn , and not when mi ho 
will, When the Lord ſees theſe ble$** 
fings of ſpiritual mercies and tempoÞ*< 
ral favours are ripe, and moſt ſeafnf*t' 
able to thy neceſſity , then thou ſhal df 
have them : but the time is in Cod Vue 
hand, ---- | oh 
Thirdly , The Lord doth notpw\c 
miſe in ſuch a manner and meaurfF 
and ſuch a peculiar thing, to gif 
that temporal bleſſing, and that ſpiri b 
tual aſſiſtance we deſire ; but the Loo (dl, 
will do that which he knows mall,'? 
fit : for ſo the Text ſays, Feed me will, 
food convenient for me, There wf** 
Faith now ; he wholly refers him Jt 
ſelf to God. When a man comss tlf®\* 
the Taylor to have a Garment mad; (1 
he doth not cut out the Garmetf 
himſelf , but refers it to the judge £ 
menty-* 


j 
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th = 
. nt of the Workman. So muſt 


_ & do, refer our ſelves to God , and 
pow, God promiſeth nothing, but 
he ſees It firfor thy good, It may 
thou ſhalt not have this bleſſing, 
Lorthat grace, Asit is with a Potter, 
ode is minded to make ſo many veflels 
= of honour : ſo if the Lord will make 
11,qca veſſel of honour,go away con- 
mooſiied > whether thou haſt ſo much 
af fperity, and ſo much good, or no, 
ad fo much grace, it «kills not; it is 
» ugh that thou art elefed to eters 
þ happineſs. 
Now you ſee how to manage 
$d improve the promiſe aright for 
ur beſf advantage”, and to expe& 
lat from the promiſe which it will 
T off. 


mol Again 5 Another particular in 


yiff8third Rule of living by Faith , is 

4s: How to take , and how to en- 
1) the ſap and ſweet of the promile, 
« of0 to live by it. When the Hus- 
adfadman hath ſown his ground, and 
nenÞ{ fruit is ripe, and he hath reaped 
doe ; then he muſt gather in his corn 
nerf he may live upon it, So let us 
gas 


COM 
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hands : And then ſet Gods pom ord. 
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cather in the promiſes when we (&\1 
the beſt advantage ; now let us take, . 
the gain, and live by it,and that come, 
fortably too , in the proof of. Gody,,, 
coodneſs therein. For this end, lt. 
me ſuggeſt theſe five DireQions, - þ.x 
Firſt, thou ſeeſt what God is ih; 
the promiſe; and thou expeCteſt ny; 
more then God is there. Then, , 7 
that particular good in the promilg; ; 
which thou ſtandeſt in need of ; o&, 7 
that good in Chriſt, and in the png, 
miſe, and then ſet Gods power an x; 
FaithfulneG awork to bring th. 
good, and his Wiſdom to continyg.. 
it. As for inſtance: I am in per 
cution, and either I would*havedg, ; 
liverance and ſafety, that I mightn 
be impriſoned ,. or elſe comfort a. 
refreſhment , if the Lord carry ty. 
thither ; and therefore I would, ; 
all this in the promiſe, till reſervii, 
the conditions before mentioned. 
thou art in priſon , eye liberty Why, 
preſervation in Chriſt, he that is th 1. 
great Deliverer of his people , at y 
carryeth his people in his on ... 
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(11 faithfulneſs awork, that can do 
tak , and his wiſdom, that can conti- 
OMe it for thy good. That which 
5008 ſceſt and needeſt in the promiſe, 
> Kat the Power and Wiſdem of 
. , (od may communicate to thy ſoul. 
15 Whis is the meaning of that place, 
i NN ll, 37+. 5+ Commit thy ways unto 
» Oi Lord; truſt in him, and be ſhall 
Mig. g it to paſs, Root thy ſelf, and 
 Jhh all thy occaſions upon the Lord : 
'Piterefore the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Per. 5. 
"Uy. Hurl your care upon the Lord, for 
careth for you, It 18 Gods proper 
ice and work : he careth for thy 
er ul, therefore lay it all upon him, 
ey put over all thy care into his 
Ends, and ſer his power and faithful - 
 "Fbawork ; onely this is here a little 
) %be ſcanned. I ſpeak not this, that 
d a. ſhould take no care at all; but 1 
roy, Hang all the weight and burden 
Ion the Lord. The Brewer he 


tinut 


d. 
' 4Imbles the Barrel of Beer, and he 
5 Ins it, but it's the earth that bears it : 


"Þ whatever trouble 1s in thine eye, 
OF ear, or heart , roul it upon the 


Ord. That is thus : The weight 
_ | of 
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of a man lies eſpecially in threeÞs 
things , which a man muſt hurl offfil 
himſelf , and lay upon the Lord, Ejeþ tc 
ther a man ſhall not be able to know 
what he ſhall do, or what he is comgune 
manded : Or elfe, ſecondly, he fſhallÞly. 
not be able to do what God comymc 
mands, and he knows : Or el{fiith 
thirdly, he ſhall not find ſucceſs infrab 
what he doth. It is not a troubleto] Al 
do what we can, or to employ our Ms 
ſe.ves as we are able : but this is the: 
trouble, when the heart faith, tic 
know not what the mind of Godpio! 
is; or, I ſhall not do what 1 known 
or, it will not facceed : or, No, it fd 
not in my power. Now leave all tha! 
with God, and meddle not witl El; 
them, but put them over to the Lord W! 
and meddle with thine own duty 

and with thine own work ; and lf91 
God alone with his : *and fay thay 
unto the Lord; In truth , Lord, 1 
is not in my power, it is not in mf 

parts or work either to compalſ a 
that wiſdom that is able to dif 
ret my felt, or to have any powdporal 
to do all that is commanded ; _ Pr 
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ref & ro give good ſucceſs, Lord . 
hill not mcddle with that, bur b: 
kd to thy Majeſtie: it thou in thy 
nowtower canſt not, nor in thy Faiths 
omJiineſs and goodneſs careſt not for 
hallfly poor helpleſs Creature, then 1 
man content : and if thou wilt not be 
le -% then I am content to be mi= 
infirable. 
+l And fo alſo thou mayeſt ſuppoſe 
our. man that hath promiſed to under. 
; theike forme buſineſs for a Friend, and 
1, the end it proves ſomewhat trou- 
Codicfome, and therefore he wiſhes his 
on; tend to take it again into his own 
it j@nds ; for-it is very troubleſome : But 
thel man will leave it to him, and ſay, 
with hath engaged himſelf ro dof it, and 
ord will not look afcer it ; I will not 
oy rddle with it any more, So what 
114d itis that is in God's Royal Pre- 
haſgative, leave it with God, and do 
| boot 'meddle with it, let God NOW 
mf ok to it, leave it to his faichful- 
{6 and power to accomplith it : ſo 
Wy id ' Abraham, Rom, t4. 18, 19, 20. 
we braham how hope believed under 
ape 5 that be ſhould be the father of 


ik H many 
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many Nations, Sarah's womb wa 
barren, and his bodie dead, and ye 
he mult have a Son : And therefqy{ 
he ſets God's power a work, and 
ſaith,zer(,21. Lord, this bodic is dead} 
and: Sauab is barren : there is nohd/ 
here: but thou art able, and thou hf 
engaged thy ſelf to do it. Youſ 
he ſets God's power to work, and 
puts over all the right and burdeng 
the care upon the Lord. And thay 
fore ſays Mordecai , Eſther 4. 14, I 
thou bold thy peace at this time, conf 
and deliverance ſhall come from ſin 
'other place. He was refolved the 
God had deliverance for his Churdy 
and would not deny his Truth. 
vation will come, ſaith the Text. if 
knows not the place or the meay , 
but he knows Salvation will come, 
ſet thou God's power and faithful 
to work, and not thy own ar 
Commit itto the Lord, and hwltf/ 
care upon him, fo far as concerns 
burden of it. This is the firſt | 
region, 

Secondly, by faith go to thepy. 
- Miſe again for help and power 


{ 


x © $© 


gap — an, dS ey =oY: me 


——— 


C_—— "__— vr —_—_— 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


> gel wait on God in that way, and to 
1,4 00k towards God in the uſe of thoſe 
IT hat he hath appointed for the 
areflyd Means that appointed for th 
and taining of that good which his 
* Jeagl. Power will work for thee: God 
will certainly work it : And ſo thon 
'muſt meet God in the courſe of his 
providence, in the Improvement 
of themeans he ha.h appointed for 
thy good, Obſerve thou his provi- 
dence, and do thou what God re- 
{ quires : for otherwiſe we live not by 
{ faith , but tempt God, and throw 
fab ta thejpromiſe and all, and deprive 
[.our ſc]ves of that good which God 
| would beſtow ; we not walking in 
that way which he hath appointed . 
Litre 24.49. when our Saviour 
J wa* to go to Heaven, he ſaid, Behold, 
41 ſend the promiſe of my. Father a= 
\mongſt you : but tarry you in the.City 
of . Feruſalem, untill you be endaed with 
[power from above, Chriſt would cn- 
due them with-.the Spirit, but they 
-muſt tarry at Feruſalem, and wait for 
"it. So I fay, Wouldit thoy; have 
Grace and the Spirit from above, and 
the wealth of the world ?. then walt 
H 2 It 
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in that way God hath appointed : 
ſtay at Jeruſalem, and be in the way, 
and meet God in his providence, and 
then thou ſhalt receive from his 
power and faithfulneſs what thou 
needeſt, Thou wouldſt have God 
bleſs. thee in thine Eſtate, and yet 
thou wouldſt be idle and careleſs : but 
this will not do the deed: God 
vo.11d give thee a bleſſing, but thou 
art not there to take it. This is the 
excellencie of the promiſes of God, 
as they require conditions , before 
they beſtow mercies ; ſo they makeu 
able to be partakers of the conditions, 
and give the conditions : As for Ex. 
ample, Ezek.36. the Lord in the 


former part of the Chapter pro- ff 


miſeth to give them many things; 
but how ?- It muſt be by Prayer, and 
bumbling themſelves before him: he 
will give thee a Family-blefſing, by 
Prayer in it ; and a blefling in pri 
vate, by Prayer in private; and 
ſtrength againſt fm , and power a- 


_ gainft corruption : But 1 will be] 
fought unto for all theſe, faith the 


© ord : end the Text faith, Bleſſed i 
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the man that walketh in his integrity, 
id his children after þim. Therefore _ 


Ina/k thou in the integritie of thine 


heart; that's the condition of a Chri- 
tan in general; or as a Husband, or 
wa Wite, or as a Servant, in the par- 
icu'ar. This the*promiſe requires. 
But mark this now : The ſame pro- 
niſe that requireth the condicions 
mill help us to perform the conditi- 
ons; and the fame Lord that faith 
[will be intreated and ſought i for all 
tbeſe z the ſame Lord faith, Pſal.10s 
I7, He prepareth their hearts to pray. 
Go thou therefore to God to help 
thee to pray, that he may beſtow his 
bleſſing upon thee, which he hath 
promiſed, Ezek,26.27, He will firſt 
nave them a new heart, then teach 
them to walk in his ways, So, if thou 
wilt walk in his ways, thou fhalc 
lave his bleflings; therefore go thou 
by the power of Faith to the promi- 
ks of God for ſtrength and grace , 
and in that thou muſt uſe the means 
appointed, and then expe a blefling 
from it in the courſe of his provi- 
dence. Now is God's power and 
H 2 faith» 
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The third Dire&tion. We muft 


ſet it down, and conclude it, that 


God will doit; fo ſhall we receive, in 
the ways of his providence, whatſo- 


ever he hath promjſed to give. That 


1s the work of Faith, and that is to 
draw fap and virtue from the pro 
miſe, Fohn 3.33. There, by ſealing, 
is meant ſealing ro the promiſe, Thi 
3s the nature of ſealing; when a 
man hath drawn the Articles of 
Agreement, and when they have 
ſcaled, the whole matter is done. $0 
Faith muſt make the promiſe authen- 
vica), and put a ſeal to it thatity 


true, and faith, It is done in Heaven, 
and I am fully refolved, and ſettledly 


perſwaded thereof, that 1 ſhall have 
whatever I have believed, and thou 
haſt promiſed, and I have uſed 


means in the ways of thy provi | 


dence. Famous is that of Abraham, 
Ger.22,5, The Lord had bidden him 
facrifice his Son, and yet had ſaid be. 
fore he ſhould live: and therefore 


when he came to the place, he faid | 


nts Servants, Abide you bere with the 
Aſſes, 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


Aſſes ; for T and the childe will go yon- 
jer and ſacrifice, and return again to 


ww, He thought to ſacrifice him, 
that [yd yet by faith he believed that he 


©, ſhould bring Iſzac again. So I would 
itſo= Irave a Poor Saint of God believe 
[at ind conclude . When thou findeſt 


hy comforts, like Taac's, in the aſhes, 
* [and thy eſtate helpleſs and hopeleſ, 
jet even then ſet God's power a» 
work, and wait upon him in the uſe 
of the means that he hath appoint- 
ed, and there conclude it, and bring 
patience , power ,. and deliverance , 
and fon every kinde, according to 
all thy neceſlicies , Yet. remember 
this, - Expe&t no more from the 
| promiſe, than God will give in the 
| promiſe : but ſay, My ſins ſhall be 
maſtered one day, and theſe tempta=-' 
tions ſhall one day be overthrown, 
"| that have ſo long annoyed the Soul of 
"| thy Servant: I have begg'd ſuccour 
againſt theſe corruptious within, and 
theſe temptations without , and yet 
It 15 not; but I know it's done in 
Heaven , it wants nothing but the 
taking out; thou wilt beſtow upon 
H.4. thy 
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thy Servant what thon ſeeft fit] 
« Sam,1.18, Hannah wept (ore, and|\bc 

prayed to the Lord, and went away,ſi 
and was no more ſorrowful : and ſheibc 
faid, Lord, I believe that 1 ſhalt ed 
ther have a childe, or that wich is all 
g00d or better : now the buſing]} 
was done. But imagine the Lord Ivk 
delays, and does not ſuddenly ac- | 
compliſh what he intends, and thou | 
haſt uſed means to receive ; he givs|#/ 
not, grants not, nor ſends not fic || 
cour according to thy defire, and the]? 
tenure of the Covenant, as thou con> la 
ceiveſt, _— 
Then, in the. fourth place, Faith |\0 

is to take.up its ſtand, and ſtay till it | 
come : as thou reſolveſt fo it will be: IV 
ſtay till it be, and ſtay it out, Here [* 
is much work to 090, We prevent'|# 
God's kindneſs when we go away | 
before he be willing to beſtow a 
kindneſs on us. But Faith will not 
do ſo: he that believes does net [! 
make hafte : he makes haſte to obey, |# 
but he ſtays, and reſolves that it will | 
be. The viſion 1s for an appointed 
?ime ; therefore wait ror it, Thou 
aſt 
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xt peſtered with thy fins, and haſt 


, andjuboured by Faith to ſubdue them : 


wah 
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ad thy Eftate is Jow, and thou haſt 
abboured by Faith for deliverance : 
gd yet it comes not: therefore ſtay 
ill God ſees fit, and it will come, 
Nal,12 3.2. 
IWwk.to the hands of his maſter, and the 
ner of a maiden to ber miſtris ; ſo our 

Jer wart upon the Lord our God, untill 
ke bave mercy upon us, Itis not, Till 

[will, or till I ſee fit, or according, 
9 my minde: but untill the Lord 
ſure mercie. We ſuddenly {lide a- 


ray from the Covenant which the 


lord makes with us: becauſe we 
lave it not when we will, therefore 
Me goaway, 1 Sam.13.13, When Sa- 
tel tarried long, and the people be- 
fan to murmur, Sax! went and offer- 
da burnt- offering to the Lord; and 
herefore Samuel ſaid unto him, Thor 
bſt done fooliſhly, and baſt not kept 
be Commandment of thy God, which 
te commanded thee ; for now would 
be Lord bave eſtabliſhed the Kingdom 
#0z Iſrael for ever.. If Saul had 
layed the Lord's time, he would 
H's5 have 


As the eyes of a ſervant - 
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have cftabliſhed the Kingdom upon fu 
Iſrael for ever : but he prevented the ja 
Lord's kindneſ:, and offered ſacrifice fi 
unſeaſonably and finfully. So it is. Þvt 
many times with a proud , pettiſh,Þv 
raſh. and diſtempered heart : if we ſit 
have not what we would, and when: ii 
we would , then we are all amort, iy 
and murmur, and fay, Why ſhould Ft 
we wait any longer; Thou haſt |uk 
done fooliſhly , Haſt thou prayed jon 
and looked to the promiſe thus long, Jad 
and wilt thou now give over? The nc 
Lord would have comforted thee, po 
hadſt thou gone on : but the Lord be 
hath withdiawn himſelf from thee, fim 
becauſe thou haſt withdrawn thy, 
heart from the promiſe. When the ſb 
carriage 1s heavy, and the way dead, ſur 
there are many ſore pulls, and oft the ſing 
Waggon isat a ſtand; and if a mana 
{houſd then go away and give oven fav 
all his work were loſt. Therefore ſtayſipc 
thou till the Lord ſhew mercie, Thuſtor 
long thou haſt call'd, and ſought, andſiy. 
look'd up to the promiſe, and waitedſoy 
upon the Lord, and attended uponfind 
the freencfs of his grace ; once morifuye 


haply 


i 
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50n ply would have done it : thy heart 
the jjas almoſt humbled , thy ſin was 
fice moſt conquered : O thou filly 
t is Foul, why didfſt not thou hold it out ? 

ſh, Þwould have come at the laſt; my 
we {it for thine. Now take heed of 
hen-J8s; if the time ſeem tedious, and 
ort, iy heart begins to fink, and thy ſpi- 
uld Fit 1s weary; take heed of flying off, 
haſt ike heed of ſhifting for thy own 
yed fymfort , and looking to baſe ends 
ng, fad aims : No, hold thy minde to, 
The.Jnd Keep thy eye of faith upon the 
ee, from'ſe, and ſtay it out till God ſee 
ord ſhe time fir ; and know, it's the beſt . 
ice, fime when it's God's time. In the 
thy Þ7, of the Ads, verſe 31. Paul ſays, 

1 the [ixcept theſe abide in the Ship, ye 
cad, famot be-ſafe, Every man was 5Kip-: 
the ing over-board to ſave himſelf: but 
manſ/an! ſtayed them. A man would 
Wer ave thought otherwiſe ; but the 
 ſtayſipoſtle knew it was not ſo; for the 
Chuſtord had revealed it to him. So I 
andſay, Be thy temptations never ſo - 
itedfirong, and thy fins never ſo many, 
uponjnd thou beginneſt to complain, and = 
monwweſt, I have cried, Lord, and ſought 
ply cearncitly,, 
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earneſtly , and yet my condition is 


worſe, and my ſoul more finfu}, and 


[ am leſs able to help my ſelf ; there 
15 no more ſuccour to be expeted, 
Now take heed of going out of the 
Ship, and from the uſe of means: 
keep in the Ship; for in it you ſhallbe 
ſafe. Keep in the promiſe, and fiil 
your hearts there: you ſhall have; 
happy arrival at Heaven, though it be 
upon a little broken board: it's no 
matter, ſtay God's time. 

The fifth Dire&ion. Yet haph 
the Lord ſeems ſometimes not onely 
to delay his poor Servants, and to 
withhold his favour ; but he ſeems tt 
frown, and fay he will nor hear and 
he ſeems to be angry with the praye 
of his Servants, and with their im- 
portunitie, and he ſeems as if ht 
would not ſuccour and ſupply: Thi 


hn, p—_— 


mma Whos HS -* WEE = a 


he dealt with Facob, Genefis 32.26 _ 


there the Lord fays, Let me go; 1 car 
not what becomes of thee, Let me 
But Facob lays hold upon him, an 
would not let him go. So the 1a 
work of Faith is this, In a holy hum 
litie labeur to contend with God, 
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thus. Be not faucy with the Lord; 
and in the ſenſe of thine own baſe. 
neſs, as it were, catch the Lord TJe- 
ſus, and ftrive with him; leave 
not till thou haſt thoſe comforts he 
hath promiſed, and thou haſt begged. 
This 1s the glorie and viforie of the 


triumph of: faith, that gives thee the - 


day too, and lays down the weapons, 
and yields himſelf conquered: As it 
was with 7acob ; when: God ſaw he 
could not prevail, he ſaid, Verſe 28. 


Thy name ſhall no more be called Jacob, 
but Iſrael ; becauſe thou haſt prevail. 


| ed with God, God is ready to give 


what he hath promiſed : but he will 
have us try the maſtery with him. 
God overcomes himſelf, and we by 
Faith in God overcome Cod :- as 
 Fames 2,13. Mercy triumphs over 
Taſtice, Lord, faith my Sov], Why 
ſhould not T have that mercie, ſupplie 
and ſaccour? Saith Juſtice , Thou 


art a ſinful wretch, and thou haft. 


wronged me ; Saith Anger , Thou 
haſt deſerved to be plagued : and 


by ſtrong hand overcome the Lord ; 
| for the Lord loves to be overcome 


theres. 
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_ hearrs deſire. 
wreſtle with his Majeſtie , thas he | 


therefore thou ſhalt feel the ſmart of J:o00« 
my diſpleaſure. Now Faith lays hold - ſom 
u2on the riches of the freeneſs of 
God's mercie in Chrift, and in him 
Juſtice is ſatished, and Anger appeal. 


ed for all; and now Mercie is pur- 
chaſed for all, and Mercie triumpheth 
over Juſtice, and Faith takes hold up- 
on and overcomes God. himſelf, as 1 


may ſay, with a holy humble baſe. | 
You know what the | 
Lord did to the Woman of Canaan:. | 
when ſhe had ſtriven with him a_ | 
great while, and would take no des. | 
nial, at laſt heſaith, O Woman, great | 


neſs of heart, 


z thy 


Faith, be i1 unto thee as thou 
wilt, 


Take what thou wilt, if thou 


wilt have life for thy childe, and | 


peace. for thine own conſcience, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, take it ; for it 


Is all thine. He, as it were , turns 


her looſe to all his Treaſurie : If ſhe 
had gone away at t he firſt or ſecond 


denial, ſhe bad found no help': but 


becauſe ſhe held out, ſhe had all her 
God would have us 


may be overcome. in mercie and 
g00G» 
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1odneſe. 1 might have here taken 


{ 


Jome of the moſt deſperate caſes that 
[cond be, that you might have ſeen 


what Faith would have done in the 


Jnidit of the want of all means, and 


n the greateſt extremitie that could 
have befallen a poor finner ; but I 
raſls over that at this time , Now 
therefore conſider what hath been 


[aid ; Lay theſe things up, and have . 
[them ever before you, and practiſe 
them : and by often writing, learn 
[to write z and by often living, learn 


to live. Many people live poorly, 
and make a poor ſhift to go to Hea- 
ven : but T would not have a Chriſti- 
an live ſo, but be Maſter of his Art. 


| know and ſee!your way, and uſe the 


means. Labour to. get good thereby, 
that you may have ſap, and the ſweet 


| of the promiſes, and ſo go finging,and 


rejoycing, and triumphing,up to Hea- 
ven, Now that which 1 conclude 
withall, is this : You ſee how far the 
Lord hath brought us, how the ſou! 
hath been prepared, and cat off from 
fin and himſelf, if fitted for the Lord 
Jeſus by contrition and humiliati- 
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no, and that the Soul comes to ſee | 
that there is no hope in the creatures, | 
nor any ſuccour in Heaven, but in the } 
Lord Jefus Chriſt; and fo at laſt the 
ſinner comes and lies at the foot of the | 
Lord Jcſus Chrift, and knows that 
either he muſt be another man, or a 
damned man : now when he ſces that 
prayer and all other means will not 
profit, and the power of the means },j 
yet prevails not, and the power of | 
his corruptions is not yet maſtered: 
then he looks up to Chriſt, and is con- 
tented that he ſhould do what he will $ 
with him. Now when the Lord jj 
Jeſus Chriſt ſees him lie wearied thus 
with his corruptions, then the Lord 
gives ſpecial notice to his Sou), that þ 
it is his purpoſe to do him good, and fe; 
that there 1s mercie for that broken } 
heart of his. With that, Hope is ftir- |; 
red, and faith, Is it poſſible ? Is it cree 
dible? Shall this wretchedneſs of 
mine be pardoned ? O, my defire i 
kindled within me, and I long for 
that day. O that I might once lee 
the. Funeral of all my fins ! Marx, 
now, how Love and. Joy are cheared 
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& Jo entertain.this Merciez and faith, 
10 how is the Soul bound and enga- 
Id to God, that offers free and un.. 
he: Iieſerved grace to a ſtubborn and re. 


he {{ellious ſinner ! At laſt the Will faith 


a faich, O, that mercie I will have! 


d, by vocation. Now the Prodi- 
$al is come home to his Father, an4 
he Father's heart Jeaps within his 
realt, when he ſees him lic at the 
bor. And as the Father rejoyceth, 
the Angels in Heaven rejoyce, and 
þW the Faithful ſhall rejoyce, and ſay, 
Þ my Huzband ! O my Father! O 
Þþy Childe, and my Wife that was a 
nful Woman, is come home again, to 
#er firſt and beſt Husband. You that 
ave found it thus in your ſelves, be 
| comforted : you that know it in 
there, reJoyce. 


To ſimme up all briefly, we fee, 

Firſt, when we have piuckt away 
Fl carnal props, that then there 15 
pay made for the promiſe to come in 
00, 


in. 
G2 
a) w ® 
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{men to the Promiſe, and' further 


Ind thus the Soul 1s come home to: 


WS 
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Secondly, and when our hearts are | 
poſſefled throughly of the ſufficiencie Þ 
of God's promiſe and grace, that then 
the promiſe that draws near, beginsF 
its Work, pb: 

Thirdly, that when we expeRallf® 
from the promiſe , even power to lt 
come to it, that then it lays faſt-holdP® 
UPON Us, | 

Fourthly, that when we are contentF* 
to yield to the juſt conditions of theÞ#* 
promiſe, then the promiſe carries ug fl! 
and all in us. "TT 

Thus we have ſeen the hinderancsf 
removed, and the means propoundF 
ed: and now, that we may be moved 
and perſwaded importunately te 
ſeek after this bleſſed grace of God F* 
Jet us further conſider thus mucP | 
namely , that if we once pet thiy 
grace, we get all other graces withit J'? 
which is a ground of much comfort ir 
and cannot but keep us doing : For F 
will it not much encourage a manſ** 
when in the doing of one work, he'"* 
knows he ſhall do another : nay, al: 
his work with one labour ? but ſoit. © 
in the work of faith, O then hoy'S 

ſhoulF" * 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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wh ould it encourage us to Jabour for 
hen (/#Þ, ſeeing that by getting it, we 
oins PE all? Men that are wiſe to provide 

r themſelves, and to Jay out their 


: aj foncys In ſome purchaſe for the 


r tof 


ſt: when they ſee a ground well 


1a yooded and watered, but eſpecially 


p have ſome rich Mines init; all 
jeir mindes will be upon ſuch a 


. 


114119 8 IRS" h 
* thefj{ce 3 becauſe, having it, they bave 
«-ÞWItN it : , SO it ſhould be here, in 
'- Alrdefires: and as there, ſo here : 
neſs grace, and get all: firengthen 
nd$e,and allis ſtrong: but want here, 
"4d want every where: having this 
oved Fr ® 

- (Face of faith, you need not ſeek for 


S. 


: 
$ | 
. 


uchT | Kh 
Jour for patience ; for he that is faith= 


7 $1, will be patient ; and fo for other 
Fr paces - He that hath the grace of 
ror fith, bath them all, hath holineſs, 

-Fath cleanneſs, hath love, hath a 
- - þdpre minde;; and good conſctence . 
2 qd what hath he not? The Saints 
iN { God endeavour with much pains 
ro get grace, and to ſubdue corruptl- 


M1; but bccauſe they take not the 
right 


1oul 


Faith to 


4) nga 
: ed 1Or Aa- 
iſdom ; for faith will make you wiſe oye all 


'Þ ſalvation :- and you need nat la- graces. 
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right way to it, they ſeek and nothe f 
finde. | We | 
Many a poor Soul mourns andFhe 
cries ro Heaven for mercie, and praysſpr 
againſt a ſtubborn hard heart, andf}t 
1s weary of his life, becauſe his vile 
heart remains yet in him ; and yethr] 
haply gets little or no redrels : the reafnſt 
ſon is, and the main wound lies here {lit 
he goes the wrong way to work ; for;fen 
he that would have grace muſt (firkpe 
of all) get Faith, Faith will bring allþef 
the reſt; buy the Field, and the Pearlfer 
15 thine; ic goes with the Purchaſe, 
thou muſt not think with thine ownkys,: 
ſtrugling to get the maſteric of Jn: 
proud heart; for that will not doyhye 
but let thy Faith go firſt to Chriltgy 
and try what that can do. There att 
many graces neceflary in this workyſe 
as, meckneſ*, patience, humilitic andſye 
wiſdom : now Faith will ferch al, 
theſe, and poſſeſs the Soul of them c 
Brethren, therefore if you ſet anih, 
price upon theſe: graces, buy the ficldhne 
labour for Faith ; get that, and yolſhy, 
get all. The Apoſtle faith, We althy 
with open face beholding, as in a gb hot 
thi 
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— 


drawn unto Chriff, 
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notÞhe glory of the Lord, are changed into 

wb ſame image from glory to glory, 
ndFhe Lord Chriſt is the Glaſs, and the 
aJ$gorious grace of God in Chriſt is 


dat glorie of the Lord : therefore 


viſt behold this grace in- Chriſt by 
JJiith (and thou muſt ſo, before thou 
Inſt receive grace.) Firſt, ice hu» 
re gpilicie in Chriſt, and then fetch it 
for ce: Firſt, ſee ſtrength and cou- 
arte in him, whereby to enable thy 
Z alfeak heart, and ſtrength will come; 
eatfere fetch it, and- there have it, 
aleFould you then have a meek, graci- 
oms,and humble heart ? I dare fay, for 
Nl Jme of you, that you had rather 

0kve it than any thing under Heaven, 
Wigd would think it the beſt bargain 
© aBzt ever you made ; which is the 
IK; uſe why you lay, O that 1 could 
ee ſee that day, that this proud 
1 Uprrt of mine might be humbled ! O 
KM] could ſee the laſt bloud of my {ins, 
. WFhould then think my ſelf happy, 
icl\ne more, and defire to live no 
JUlpyer ! - But is this thy defire, poor 
2 hl ? then get Faith, and ſobuy the 

| bole, ffor they go all together: nor 


1 iti 
Let 


th think 
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Chriſt, and then you ſhall ſee it; aqh1., 


offer for the whole , anſwerable 


— 


think to have them upon any pricds:, 
not having faith: I mean patienc, 
and meexneſs, and the humble hear, . 
but buy faith the field, and you hay. 
the Pear], Further, would you hafp,. 
the glorie of God under eye, and}... 
more heavenly-minded ? then lod 
toit, and pet it by the eye of Faitdf 


We Ken 
look up to it in the face of Ja, 


then hold you there: for there, anſp,; 
there onely, this vilion of the'gh 
of God is to be ſeen, to yo 
everlaſting peace and endleſs 
fort. When men uſe to make ahi 
chaſe, they ſpeak of 'all the Comm 
dities of it, as, That there is ſo mu 
Wood, worth ſo much ; and ſo muf 
ſtock, worth ſo much; and chentlf 


_— 


theſe ſeverals. So here, there is I 
for an heavenly minde, and th: 
worth thouſands ; and Item forf 
humble heart, and -that's worth nf 
Hons; and fo for the reſt, And'J—um 
thoſe graces ſo much worth? W 

rs Faith worth then? Hence, 
may conclude, and fay, O "Y 

a 


drawn unto Chriſt, 
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With! precious indeed, that is able 
Fo bring ſo many, nay, all graces with 
YT: : asone degree of grace after ano= 
WMher : and grace here, and happineſs 
wer ever hereafter. If we have but 
Uhc hearts of men (I do not ſay of 
loc Chriſtians) me thinks this that is ſpo- 
yen of Faith, ſhould provoke us to la- 
| our always, above all things, for this 
AFlefled grace of God, the grace of 


Uaith. 
Aſo 


